Today there are 6 news articles for your review.
National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators Releases Alert On Scam. Fox21.com (7/19) reports, "For a small fee, someone is offering to wipe away thousands of dollars of your debt. Anyone of us can get the phone call-- it's from a person claiming to be with the Department of Education. The offer: a grant to payoff your much needed loans. With the cost of college going up every year more and more students are finding it harder than ever to pay for school." Fox21 adds that student loans are getting higher and harder to pay off "and scam artists know it-- which is why the National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators released an alert today warning vulnerable college students about an individual calling them offering an 8-thousand dollar grant. All you need is to give up your account number, and pay a small processing fee. But officials warn students to think twice about such a good deal-- there are no programs to replace loans with grants and there is no processing fee for any grants." 
Clemson Warns Of Financial Aid Scam. CarolinaChannel.com SC (7/19) reports, "As students scramble for loans and grants to cover the cost of the coming school year, Clemson officials are warning that someone may be trying to scam them. 'We've been notified by the U.S. Department of Education that someone is calling and impersonating a federal official, saying that students are eligible for an $8,000 grant in lieu of a federal loan,' Financial Aid Director Marvin Carmichael said." But "Carmichael said so far, no Clemson students have fallen for this particular scam." The Financial Aid Office warned that "if an offer sounds too good to be true, it probably is." 

Indiana University Professors' Book Questions Feds Stats Used In Making College Access Policy. The Fort Wayne (IN) Journal Gazette (7/19) reports that a new book on public policy and college access by two Indiana University professors charges that "a federal agency perpetrated the idea that tuition is not a major barrier for low-income students who want to go to college." And "Officials at the National Center for Education Statistics dispute the allegation, but the fact that the center's reports have been cited in policy debates on higher education spending warrants further review of the charge. According to Edward St. John, an IU education professor and editor of 'Public Policy and College Access: Investigating the Federal and State Roles in Equalizing Postsecondary Opportunity,' four federally financed studies released between 1997 and 2002 included statistical errors that were used to make a policy point." And "Robert Lerner, commissioner of NCES, which is an arm of the U.S. Department of Education, said the reports simply present data for others to interpret. But the co-authors argue that the studies use statistical models to minimize the influence of tuition on college access by not including college cost and financial aid as important variables." 

Colorado Has Few Minorities Enrolled In Higher Education. The Rocky Mountain News (7/19, Sanchez) reported, "Undergraduate minority enrollment at Colorado's public colleges remains stagnant despite pushes at universities across the state to increase campus diversity. State schools have made it a priority to attract minority students, hiring consultants, pitching diversity plans and targeting high school seniors who might not have considered a Colorado university before. Still, barely one in five undergraduate students on state college campuses last year was a minority, according to the Colorado Commission on Higher Education. Only 16 percent were black or Hispanic." And "the reasons for Colorado's situation are many. While experts agree socioeconomic status plays the biggest role, counselors and students say money is only one issue. They argue that teachers and parents push too few minorities toward college, and that some minority students are reluctant to attend schools where a majority of their peers would be white. For other students, a lack of realistic goals and planning leave some believing college is easily attainable, even with mediocre grades." 

Non-Public School Students Now Eligible For Philadelphia Scholarship Program. The Philadelphia Inquirer (7/20, Schaffer) reports that Mayor Street and Rep. Chaka Fattah "and a handful of other dignitaries announced that students from outside the public school system were now eligible for a city-sponsored college scholarship program." When "previously, only public-school graduates were eligible for the 10-month-old CORE program, which awards up to $3,000 to help pay for a student's freshman year of college." And "roughly 2,500 graduates of the public school system applied for the scholarships before the June 1 deadline. Because of the late decision to make them eligible, private-school graduates have until Aug. 15 to apply." 
Dallas Sends 75 To Merit Scholarship Finals. The Dallas Morning News (7/20) reports that in Dallas, more than 75 area high school seniors 'were awarded merit scholarships from colleges and universities. Officials at each school selected winners from National Merit Scholarship Program finalists who plan to attend their institution.' 

Researcher And Former UC Associate President Say K-12 Inequalities Should Not Hinder UC Access. The Los Angeles Daily News retired as Associate President of the University of California Pat Hayashi and researcher for the Equal Justice Society William Kidder in an op-ed write, (7/19) "Last week, the University of California Regents delayed final approval of a plan to tighten freshmen eligibility criteria, which, if implemented, would likely erode socioeconomic and racial diversity. Unfortunately, while the current budgetary mood in California is certainly sour, the regents are missing an opportunity to make lemonade out of lemons. They are not thinking creatively about ways to enhance integration and fairness under California's master plan for higher education. In the San Fernando Valley and the greater Los Angeles area, the opportunity to attend University of California schools is strongly influenced by stark inequities in kindergarten through 12th grade education." To combat this, "the University of California must do a better job of upholding its democratic mission, dating back to the Organic Act of 1868, of admitting 'a representation of students ... (so) that all portions of the state shall enjoy equal privilege therein.' This mission is further threatened by the current eligibility proposal, which would cause the percentage of African-Americans, Latinos and American Indians in UC's freshman eligibility pool to shrink from 18.8 percent to 17.5 percent by 2007." And "in the long term, it may be necessary to re-examine whether the 1960 Master Plan, which sets UC eligibility rates at the top 12.5 percent of California public high school graduates, is optimal for California's 21st century economy. However, even under the current plan, we can do more to put the dream of a UC education within the reach of a broader cross-section of California's youth." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles.
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