Today there are 7 news articles for your review.
Colleges Hold Free Summer Programs For Students From Challenging Backgrounds. The Kansas City Star (7/24, Franey) reports, Anika Davis "is one of 24 Kansas City School District 14- and 15-year-olds spending three weeks this summer at Central Missouri State University in the new Summer Bridge Program. The goals: Encourage kids from challenging urban backgrounds to see themselves as future college students, and give them the practical information and support that will make college less intimidating. Central Missouri State is among a growing number of colleges reaching out to students at ever younger ages, especially students from groups that have lagged in college attendance: blacks and Hispanics, the poor and students whose parents didn't attend college. Colleges have realized they must make extra efforts to reach such students; the earlier the better. They hope to give kids from disadvantaged backgrounds the nuts-and-bolts information about college -- and the confidence in their academic abilities -- that students from more privileged backgrounds take for granted." While "for 25 years, Duke University and Johns Hopkins University, private schools on the East Coast, have offered summer programs for teens. But only very top students -- in Duke's case, the top 1 percent -- can participate, and fees are steep. Colleges now are trying to offer a free alternative for students who aren't at the top of their class, or don't come from well-off families." And "the students say they're eager to learn what they can about college." So far "the students also have learned how disciplined, organized and self-reliant they'll have to be to make it in college." But "visualizing themselves on the campus will make it easier for the eighth-graders to work toward their goal of going to college, said Kauffman Scholars executive director Bernard Franklin." 
Arkansas Public Colleges To Ask State For $53 Million More Next Year. The Arkansas Democrat Gazette (7/21, Hilliard) reports, "Arkansas' public colleges and universities expect to ask for $690.8 million in state funds for 2005-06 - $53 million more than the system will receive in the coming school year. For 2006-07, the state Department of Higher Education says it will likely ask for $746.6 million in appropriations. Those figures were shown on Tuesday to administrators of several state schools as they met to review matters that will be considered by the state Higher Education Coordinating Board in August." And "the figures presented on Tuesday also aim to bring the schools to what officials consider to be equitable funding levels." The Democrat Gazette adds that "leaders at some of the state's universities and community colleges complained in the past that their schools are not funded on par with others because of what they call a highly political appropriations process." 
Gov Bush Announces $2.8 Million Grant For HBCUs In Florida. The Orlando Sentinel (7/21, Libby) reports, "Bethune-Cookman College and three other historically black colleges in Florida will receive a $2.8 million grant to help mentor incoming students, Gov. Jeb Bush announced today. The AmeriCorps grant money will be spread over three years and will provide annual living allowances of $2,700 for about 225 students, officials said. Those students will mentor freshman and sophomore students struggling with their studies. The mentors also will receive $1,200 annually for textbooks or to help pay student loans. The money will be shared by B-CC, Edward Waters College in Jacksonville, Florida Memorial College in Miami and Florida A &M University in Tallahassee." 
The Jacksonville Business Journal (7/21) reports, "AmeriCorps will make a $1 million grant to Florida's historically back colleges and universities to create mentoring programs." And "the mentoring program will match upper level students with incoming freshman and sophomores. About 225 students from the four schools will be selected as mentors, and they will offer their services both to struggling college freshman and sophomores as well as local K-12 students. Based on the level of their service, mentors will get an AmeriCorps scholarship award and a stipend that can be used to cover living expenses or repay student loans." 
Delay In Reauthorization Of HEA Benefits Maine. The Portland Press-Herald (7/20, Wack) reported, "Maine's hefty share of federal student-aid money appears safe for at least another year, as a proposal to distribute the funds more evenly has stalled in Congress. The reallocation would cost Maine's colleges and universities $8.2 million annually. The state's four-year public institutions would suffer the greatest drop, 66 percent. At this point, though, the legislation that will establish how financial aid dollars are distributed is not expected to be reauthorized before 2005." 
Oklahoma University Warns Of Financial Aid Scam. The Oklahoma Daily (7/21) editorializes, "Students should be cautious now more than ever about giving personal information over the phone. OU Financial Aid Services sent a mass e-mail Tuesday notifying students that an individual claiming to be a representative from the U.S. Department of Education has attempted to scam students over the phone." And "with student loans mounting, students may not be thinking clearly when they are given an offer to reduce the amount of money they owe." But "students should never give their bank information over the phone unless they initiated the call and there is reason to provide the information." 
Oregon Public Universities Consider Consolidating Student Loan Businesses. The AP (7/21) reports, "Oregon's seven public universities would consolidate their student loan businesses under a proposal from the Oregon Student Assistance Commission, the agency that oversees the state's financial aid programs. Commission members say funneling all loans through the student aid agency could mean better deals for students, and more money for tuition aid. Currently, the commission guarantees federally backed student loans, working with student borrowers to prevent default and buying back loans from private lenders when students don't make payments. But many Oregon schools -- including the University of Oregon, Oregon State University and Portland State University -- have left the state agency in favor of the federal Direct Loan program." And "supporters say their new proposal would make the financial aid agency one of the largest guarantors of such loans in the country, with an annual loan volume of $700 million."

Graduate Student Says College Profile Rules In Higher Ed Act Would Help Students Make Big Decision. The Daily Texan women's and gender studies graduate student Laura Gladney-Lemon in an op-ed writes that (7/21) "picking the 'right' school can be very challenging, because different schools have such a variety of strengths and weaknesses, not to mention that it depends so much on the individual student and their preferences." And "if Republicans in Congress have their way, we will have additional aid in figuring out just the right college fit. In the proposal to renew the Higher Education Act, Republicans have written in rules that would push accrediting agencies to make sure each college creates a 'College Consumer Profile.' The profile would include information on its mission, student demographics, accreditation, faculty-to-student ratio, faculty qualifications, tuition, fees and other costs, student services, completion and graduation rates, and placement rates and other measures of success in preparing students for entry into or advancement in the workforce." But "according to The Chronicle of Higher Education, most accrediting agencies are against the proposal. The agencies say they fear this requirement would interfere with having an open dialogue with schools and, in turn, 'undermine the accreditation process.'" Still, Gladney-Lemon says "making information public is often worrisome to those closest to the information, but none of the reasons cited for not making the information public outweighs the benefits."
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