Today there are 4 news articles for your review.
Warnings Of Financial Aid Scam Issued In Georgia, Missouri. The Savannah Morning News (7/21) reports, "Someone claiming to be a representative of the US Department of Education (ED) is calling students and offering to replace a portion of their student loan debt with an $8,000 grant. But the offer is a scam, according to a ED financial aid fraud alert being circulated by the Georgia Student Finance Commission." And "Wagers Chenault, Georgia Student Finance Commission spokesman said he doesn't know what area the scam artist is targeting, but suggests that all financial aid recipients be on their guard. 'We do not have any knowledge of any Georgia students receiving these calls,' Chenault said. 'We just wanted to alert everyone that this is happening.'" 
The St. Louis Post-Dispatch (7/21, Kumar) reports, "These calls, which have reached the St. Louis area in a couple of reported cases, have raised enough concern that the Education Department has put out a warning, the University of Missouri has put an alert on its Web site and Southern Illinois University Edwardsville has sent an e-mail to students and posted fliers so students don't fall for the hoax. 'The financial aid process can be intimidating, and if someone calls you up and offers you money, that can be tempting,' said Sharon Berry, SIUE's financial aid director. But, she emphasized, 'You don't pay for financial aid.' Berry, who knows of other scholarship frauds that can deceive parents and students, said she was especially concerned about this one. If someone falls for it, the scammers can completely clean out that person's bank account." 
The Oswego Daily News NY (7/21) reports, "The Better Business Bureau is warning college students to beware of an e-mail scam." And "the Better Business Bureau advises students that they should never give important information such as a social security number or bank account information over the phone." 
Group To Examine Higher Education Needs In Arizona, Compare To Other States. The AP (7/21) reports that over the next six months a group in Arizona "will look at the state's current and future needs for higher education and how other states have dealt with growth. A preliminary report is expected to follow early next year to identify initial issues and explore ways to make the recommended design work. The 18-member work group consists largely of officials from the three universities. Three university presidents and the regent's president started the public discussion in late May by proposing a system of three regional universities. They would include Northern Arizona University, a Southern Arizona University and a Central Arizona University, which would consist of an independent ASU West." 
Scholarship Program In Missouri Approved. The Poplar Bluff Daily American Republic MO (7/22) reports, "A program allowing students to earn $5,000 for two years of college tuition has received approval from the Neelyville School Board. STRIPES (Students Taking Responsibility In Pursuing Educational Success) was approved following an executive session Monday night. Personnel approved by the board to provide leadership for STRIPES include coordinator Robin Lady and team members Mary Beaird, Myra Alexander, Beth Nichol, Carol Swofford, Paula Wills and Debra Parish. The Neelyville district will pay college tuition up to $2,500 per year for two years if a student is unable to obtain a scholarship and qualifies by meeting goals in order to accumulate the required number of points for the financial assistance. Superintendent Larry Graves said the amount of district funds needed each year will depend on the number of qualified students and donations received for STRIPES." 
Capital Times Writers Says Kerry Should Spend More Time Discussing College Tuition Plan. The Capital Times WI columnist Rob Zaleski writes that he thinks John (7/22) "Kerry has failed thus far to articulate just how and why average Americans would be better off under John Kerry." Zaleski adds that Kerry's running mate John "Edwards made it clear he was appalled that - because of soaring tuition costs - many college students are graduating with staggering loan debts of $20,000 or more. So he proposed that students who do 10 hours of community service a week would be eligible for a year's free tuition at a typical public university. As a parent whose youngest daughter just completed a two-year stint with the much heralded AmeriCorps program - which offers similar benefits - I thought this was a fabulous idea. So earlier this week I called George Twigg, Kerry's Wisconsin spokesman, and inquired if Kerry had considered borrowing Edwards' idea and making it part of his own platform. Much to my surprise, Twigg informed me that Kerry has a tuition-community service plan of his own - and, he noted, it's every bit as bold and impressive as Edwards'." And "Kerry may be mentioning his 'Service for College' plan on occasion (as an Internet search confirms), but it's obviously not having much of an impact. Indeed, after talking to Twigg, I called Brian Tanner, communications director for the United Council of UW Students, and asked what he thought of Kerry's plan. 'We haven't heard anything about it,' admitted Tanner, whose 45-year-old organization is devoted to limiting tuition hikes and increasing student aid. When I explained some of the plan's highlights, he agreed that it sounded like a 'great idea,' but said he'd have to see more details before commenting further." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles.

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
