Today there are seven news articles for your review.
Missouri Students Warned Of Financial Aid Scam. The Joplin (MO) Independent (7/28) reports that a new "scam involves a contact from someone impersonating a U.S. Department of Education official offering students grants for a processing fee. The financial aid office at Missouri Southern State University recently notified all their students and faculty that someone claiming to be a representative of the U.S. Department of Education (ED) is calling students, offering them grants, and asking for their bank account numbers so a processing fee can be charged." And "students were notified by a spokesperson at Southern that there's no ED program to replace loans with grants and that there's no processing fee to obtain Title IV grants from ED. Students should never provide their bank account or credit card information over the phone unless they initiated the call and trust the company they are calling.' the spokesperson said." 
California Students Told They Can Attend UC Without Community College Transfer. The Los Angeles Times (7/28, Renaud, Silverstein) reports, "In another twist on their college admission path, 5,800 students who were previously told they could attend a University of California campus only after transferring from community college now will be offered a UC spot this year if the new state budget deal is approved. But with the expected offer coming so soon before the beginning of the fall term, the turnabout is causing a mixture of glee and confusion among the prospective freshmen. The university system estimates that only 1,600 will accept the late-in-the-game offer." Still, "some students say they will leap at the UC opportunity even if it means changing plans quickly." And "under the deal between legislative leaders and the governor, UC would spend about $12 million to enroll the 1,600 new students. 
Illinois Gov Signs Tax Break Legislation For Buyers Of Prepaid Tuition. The Chicago Sun Times (7/27, McKinney) reports, "In-state undergraduates will pay an average of nine percent more for tuition and fees this school year than last year. That's according to a report by the State Council of Higher Education. The average amount of annual tuition and mandatory fees at Virginia's 4-year schools is just over $5,600. The report lists figures from the state's 15 4-year institutions, community college system and 2-year Richard Bland College. Tuition and fees rose by 15 percent in each of the last two school years." The Sun Times adds that "the new tax deduction is expected to cost the state treasury about $700,000." 
Two-Thirds Of New York Community Colleges Plan Tuition Increase. The AP (7/28, Gormley) reports that in New York "more than two-thirds of the state's community colleges plan to raise tuition this fall by an average of 4 percent or $114 a year, according to a report released Tuesday by the New York Public Interest Research Group. The average tuition for the State University of New York's 30 community colleges will be $2,822 in the fall, according to the report. For many schools, the increase will be the second in two years. The proposed increases have not yet gained final approval from the college's host counties or other local sponsors or from the State University of New York Board of Trustees, said SUNY spokesman David Henahan. 'It is outrageous that the state's public community colleges have to yet again raise their tuition,' said NYPIRG's Miriam Kramer. She blamed the late state budget for forcing the increases approved by the communities that host the two-year colleges." And "Professor Binnie Antolowitz of Columbia Greene Community College also blames Albany's budget impasse, but said the tuition increases are essential. 'With the state budget still up in the air, we have got to set the tuition rates so students know where they are,' said the business professor and a leader in the National Education Association union. 'Unfortunately, students are the ones who lose out.'" 
Texas' Rice University Offers Quality Continuing Education Classes. The Houston Chronicle (7/28, Achen) reports, "Like other continuing education programs, Rice [University]'s offers noncredit courses for personal and professional development. What makes Rice's program unique is the caliber of its instructors, many of whom are renowned experts in their fields and also teach the university's undergraduate and graduate students. 'Rice is an elite school, so very few people get to experience the quality of our faculty,' said Carol Hopkins, marketing director for Rice's School of Continuing Studies. 'With the continuing studies program, many more people are able to.' For a fee that ranges from less than $100 to more than $300, students in the continuing studies program can take art, humanity and science classes in subjects that range from creative writing to nanotechnology." Hopkins said "the classes draw about 10,000 enrollments per year." 
Scholarships Awarded At Americans With Disabilities Act Celebration. The Toledo Blade (7/28, Shulte) reports that autistic student Jessica "Weinberg, 22, who received a bachelor of arts degree in English recently from Ohio Northern University, was one of a half-dozen students awarded at the center's fifth annual celebration of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the civil rights law passed 14 years ago yesterday. With 76 local, disability-related vendors on site at the Toledo Zoo, the gathering offered the disabled everything from health services to a wheelchair exercise machine. 'It's a great opportunity to see a variety of programs,' said Timothy Harrington, the Ability Center's executive director. 'It's a great turnout.'" 

Report Says Tuition To Rise Nine Percent For Virginia's In-State Undergraduates. The AP (7/28) reports, "In-state undergraduates will pay an average of nine percent more for tuition and fees this school year than last year. That's according to a report by the State Council of Higher Education. The average amount of annual tuition and mandatory fees at Virginia's 4-year schools is just over $5,600. The report lists figures from the state's 15 4-year institutions, community college system and 2-year Richard Bland College. Tuition and fees rose by 15 percent in each of the last two school years." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles.
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