Today there are 10 news articles for your review.
Bush, Kerry Differ On College Costs. In his Wall Street Journal column (7/29), David Wessel writes, "John Kerry, making his case that the middle class is being squeezed, rails about rising college tuition. At four-year state schools, he says, tuition is up 35% during the past three years. (It's true.) President Bush's campaign (correctly) counters that the statistic is misleading because many students don't pay the sticker price. It asserts (overstating the evidence) that 'college is more affordable today than six years ago.'" Wessel asks, "How much more is the typical student really paying there? The question turns out to be very hard to answer. ... In the data duel, Mr. Kerry overstates the size of tuition increases and Mr. Bush overstates the increase in aid to the typical student. It is more expensive for the typical family to send a kid to college. But more people are doing it anyhow because they know how much more employers pay college grads than high-school grads. Making sure that rising tuition doesn't disrupt that trend benefits us all: It's the best way to arrest the widening of the gap between rich and poor and to help the next generation prosper in the global economy." 
Warning Of Financial Aid Scam Issued In Ohio. The Ohio News Network (7/29) reports, "A warning is going out to college students saying that they may be the target of a new financial aid scam." And "Tally Hart of the OSU Office of Financial Aid says, 'This is the first time I remember a national alert like this.' Hart says credible financial aid institutions will never ask someone to pay. 'It's a very hard message for we Americans to find out that there is something, where free is better than what you pay for,' she says. Plus, she says you should never give your credit information over the phone without checking the source." 
Group Supporting DREAM Act Meets In Boston. The Framingham (MA) Metro West Daily News(7/29, Torrens) reports, "Just a few feet from the FleetCenter, about 40 immigrant leaders from across the country met to call for the immediate passage of legislation that would permit illegal immigrant students access to college. The members of different advocacy coalitions said more than 65,000 students, mostly Hispanics, graduate from American high schools every year but cannot attend college because they were originally brought to the country by parents lacking a legal immigration status. The proposed legislation -- known as Dream Act (Development, Relief and Education relief to Alien Minors) -- would eliminate the federal provisions that discourage states from providing in-state tuition to these students." And "many at the meeting made it clear that the congressional standstill on the Dream Act, represents a major flaw in the immigration system. Anti-immigrant groups opposing the Dream Act say that it is controversial legislation because it could create a massive flow of immigrants seeking higher education in the country." 
Native American College Receives Grant For Training Teachers And Administrators. The Tulsa (OK) Native American Times (7/29, Tedlock) reports, "U.S. Senator from South Dakota Tom Daschle recently announced a couple of sizeable grants -- one for a tribe's housing authority, and the other for a tribal college." Daschle "announced a $993,980 grant to Oglala Lakota College from the Office of Indian Education -- a division of the U.S. Department of Education. The grant, awarded through the Professional Development program, will be used by the college to train qualified Native American people to become teachers and administrators, as well as to improve the skills of current educators. 'It's important that every Indian child have the opportunity to learn from a highly qualified teacher,' Daschle said. 'This funding will help Oglala Lakota College ensure that its graduates are prepared to teach the next generation of Lakota leaders.'" 
Grants To Massachusetts Community College Provide Technology To Aid Alternate Learning Styles. The Republican (MA) (7/29, O'Shea) reports, "With two federal grants totaling $1.2 million, the community college at the old Springfield Armory is opening the doors of education to a myriad of learning styles, and is spreading the word to seven other Western Massachusetts colleges." And "the grants -- $450,000 from the National Science Foundation and $770,000 from the U.S. Department of Education -- are triggering a new approach to teaching at STCC, and bringing in the technology to make it happen across the campus. The approach is spreading among teachers at STCC, even as methods are being taught to faculty through a series of workshops at Holyoke Community College, Greenfield Community College, Berkshire Community College, Springfield College, Western New England College, Mount Holyoke College and Elms College. Overseeing implementation of both grants is Mary A. Moriarty, director of disability services at STCC. She said many of the 446 faculty members already have begun using the technology that the money has brought in. At the same time, teachers have developed new techniques to reach out to different learning styles among students that may not even be labeled as disabilities." The "new equipment includes microphones for hearing impaired students, blackboards that transfer teachers' writing onto computer software posted on the Internet, cameras both digital and video, and more." And "some teachers have made use of new video systems to commit their lessons to film." 

Budget Cuts Shut Students Out Of UC And CSU. The San Diego Union-Tribune (7/29, Petrillo) reports, "California's higher education system educates 3.4 million people per year under its Master Plan, which calls for UC to draw from the top 12.5 percent of high school graduates and the CSU system to take the top one-third, while community colleges were open to all. But three years of deep budget cuts have created a space crisis in the education system that is squeezing students out at every level. The tentative state budget deal reached this week in Sacramento restores some of the recent cuts to higher education, but officials say it's too late to change much for the fall semester, about to launch on most campuses. While officials say it's impossible to calculate exactly how many students are being shut out of the system, the estimates are significant." And "for the past three years, higher education officials have been dealing with the problem by such measures as raising California's record-low tuition rates, capping enrollment and toughening admission standards above the state-mandated levels, as San Diego State has done. Now, the 33,500-student SDSU campus has become one of the most competitive and overcrowded in the 23-campus CSU system. It received more than 44,000 applications for the upcoming semester, one that will feature a freshman class of approximately 4,400. That change worries many in education." 
Maryland's Bowie State Attempts To Increase Graduation Rate. Maryland Gazette Newspapers (7/29, Lee) reports, "About 60 percent of the students who attend Bowie State University fail to graduate -- and that is after six years of college. For the spring 2004 semester, the university reported a six-year graduation rate of 39 percent. Officials for Bowie State University (BSU) said four-year graduation rates were unavailable. But a school administrator said the graduation rate has remained steady over recent years, and programs are in place to increase the number of graduates and retain students. Gloria Medford, the university's director of planning, analysis and accountability, said steady graduation rates should be viewed as an improvement." The Gazette adds that "about 60 percent of the students who attend Bowie State University fail to graduate -- and that is after six years of college. For the spring 2004 semester, the university reported a six-year graduation rate of 39 percent. Officials for Bowie State University (BSU) said four-year graduation rates were unavailable. But a school administrator said the graduation rate has remained steady over recent years, and programs are in place to increase the number of graduates and retain students. Gloria Medford, the university's director of planning, analysis and accountability, said steady graduation rates should be viewed as an improvement." And "by 2005, Bowie State hopes to graduate 50 percent of its students, said Medford."

Oregon Plan Would Invest In Forest Land To Help Make College More Affordable. The AP (7/29) reports, "Oregon would purchase forest land as an investment and use the profits to help make college more affordable under a plan that's been floated by the governor's office. Backers say the proposal, reported in Monday's edition of The Oregonian newspaper, could help keep up working forests, preventing them from being overlogged or sold for development, especially in Eastern Oregon." And "the governor has said creating a state trust fund that would provide tuition grants is a key priority for his administration, as tuition has risen steadily and as state support for public universities declines. But pulling some of that funding from timberland investments is still a preliminary idea, which would need to be vetted by the Legislature, and, probably, by voters. 'The public would really have to believe in this,' MardiLyn Saathoff, higher education adviser and general counsel in the governor's office, told The Oregonian. 'This is clearly a long-term return project.'" 

Sallie Mae Offers To Buy Back $4.3 Billion Of Its Subsidiary's Debt. The Washington Post (7/29, E3, Crenshaw) reports, "Sallie Mae... said yesterday that it is offering to buy back $4.3 billion of its Student Loan Marketing Association subsidiary's debt, which will complete the process of turning the company into a completely private enterprise. The offer, which company officials said is designed to take advantage of favorable market conditions, will complete the privatization early next year, a year ahead of the current schedule and three years before the deadline set by Congress when it initiated the process in 1996." The Post adds, "Sallie Mae has been shifting assets out of the subsidiary, a process that was 98 percent complete on June 30, executives said. The buyback offer is meant to remove the last of its debt, $7.9 billion at the end of June. Much of that debt will mature by early next year and the company is offering to buy back the remaining longer-term securities, which total $4.3 billion." 
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When Kate Dieringer learned that the fellow student whom she had accused of raping her in her first month at Georgetown University would be suspended from the college for a year rather than expelled, she was outraged. 

"I wanted to tell everyone," she said. 

Yet she couldn't: In order to learn the results of the young man's campus disciplinary hearings in the spring of 2002, she had signed a form promising not to share them with anyone, except for her parents and one close adviser. 

Such confidentiality pledges have been standard on many college campuses, and administrators have generally argued that they are necessary to maintain the federally mandated privacy shrouding most student records. 

But in response to a complaint filed by Dieringer, the U.S. Department of Education told Georgetown this week that its policy violates a federal campus crime law. Campus safety watchdogs are hailing the order as a major victory for sexual assault victims at colleges nationwide. 

The decision could encourage victims to shine a light into the often secretive workings of collegiate disciplinary systems -- and even warn fellow students about their alleged attackers, said S. Daniel Carter, senior vice president of Security on Campus Inc., a nonprofit group that monitors campus crime and judicial programs. 

"Colleges can no longer silence campus rape victims," he said. Asked if the decision would prompt victims to publicize details of accused students' punishments in campus media, Carter responded, "That is certainly what we hope." 

Others in higher education played down the significance and expressed concern about airing the results of disciplinary cases. In sharing the outcome of campus hearings with victims, "the desire here is to help an individual through a difficult time," said Sheldon E. Steinbach, vice president and general counsel for the American Council on Education. 

"It is not designed as a hook for future litigation, nor for pillorying an individual," he said. 

The Department of Education's order apparently applies only to cases involving sexual assault, as governed by a 1992 law known as the Campus Sexual Assault Victims' Bill of Rights, which requires that victims receive information about disciplinary proceedings without any conditions or limitations. 

The systems in place on most college campuses to handle matters ranging from drinking violations to cheating to assault are a perennial source of controversy, with both victims and the accused often complaining they are not treated fairly. 

The particulars of those cases are often hard to assess, though, because most colleges conduct such actions under the veil of confidentiality. College officials say the secrecy -- including the nondisclosure agreements -- is rooted in their view that such proceedings are part of the students' education and therefore protected under the federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act. 

While there is nothing to prevent a student who is assaulted by a classmate from pursuing charges publicly through the criminal justice system -- regardless of whether the student also files a complaint on campus -- many choose to seek action only through the confidential college disciplinary channels. 

That was the route chosen by Dieringer, seven months after she alleges she was assaulted by an older student in September 2001. She said the man separated her from friends and pulled her into his apartment after a night of heavy drinking. 

Dieringer also alleged that the man, who was at the time serving as an official adviser for new students, might have drugged her. 

According to documents from the Department of Education, a Georgetown hearing board -- composed of students and faculty -- determined that Dieringer's account was credible and decided to punish the student with expulsion. However, the man appealed his case, and an appeals board reduced his sanction to a one-year suspension. 

Dieringer, a 21-year-old senior from Bridgeport, W.Va., said she felt the reduced punishment represented a failure of Georgetown's disciplinary process. "Obviously, the system was faulty and needed fixing," she said in an interview. 

In an unrelated investigation prompted by a separate complaint from Dieringer, the Department of Education this spring determined that Georgetown's investigation and hearing did not reflect any discrimination against Dieringer or violate her rights. 

But Dieringer, who still believes she was wronged by the process, complains that she was stymied from mounting a public critique of Georgetown's system because the nondisclosure agreement prohibited her from sharing details of the hearings or their outcome. 

Todd A. Olson, Georgetown's vice president for student affairs, said the university was using the nondisclosure agreements to try to uphold its students' rights to privacy. He said the school will change its policy to reflect the Department of Education's order. 

"It involves a difficult balancing act between accountability and confidentiality, and we'll continue to walk that line as carefully as we can," Olson said. 

Others see more sinister intent behind colleges' confidentiality policies. Bill Shaw of Shaker Heights, Ohio, said his 19-year-old daughter was compelled to sign such an agreement after being assaulted in April at a party at Bates College in Maine. 

"The whole thing is an attempt to keep things quiet, to put her under duress," he said. Bates officials declined to comment. 

Yet some in higher education say they don't believe the Georgetown order will prove a watershed for student victims. Most students involved in such cases don't want to publicize them, said Gary Pavela, director of judicial programs at the University of Maryland, which has not required nondisclosure agreements. And students who want to publicize their cases were probably never deterred in the first place, he said. 

"People who have a strong interest in the outcomes will go to the media," Pavela said, "and will not be deterred by some piece of paper." 
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