Today there are eight news articles for your review.
Central Arizona College Offers Two Years Of Free Tuition For County Residents. The Florence (AZ) Reminder (7/29) reported, "Time is running out for Pinal County parents to sign their child up for two years of free tuition to Central Arizona College. 'Promise for the Future' is a groundbreaking program that offers recent eighth grade graduates an opportunity to earn two free years of tuition to any Central Arizona College campus. In order to qualify, the student and their parents must sign a contract that pledges the student will graduate from a Pinal County high school with at least 2.75 grade point average. The deadline to return the contracts to CAC is July 31." Promise for the Future "is an initiative put forth by the Central Arizona College Foundation to combat the county's high school dropout rate and provide equal access to higher education." 

Loss Of Grants Hurts Research At University Of Iowa. The Des Moines Register (7/30, Jordan) reports, "A sagging national economy has meant less money for researchers at the University of Iowa, officials said Thursday. Health researchers were hit hardest. U of I researchers collected $333 million in grants in the fiscal year that ended on June 30, a decline of nearly $19 million, or 5.4 percent, from the previous year. About 75 percent of the money came from the federal government, with the rest from state agencies and private foundations. Researchers in 2002-03 pulled in $351.7 million, the U of I's biggest year. University officials said the decline was caused primarily because of tight budgets at the National Institutes of Health and NASA, federal agencies that historically have been major contributors to U of I research." And "grants are increasingly important to Iowa's public universities as schools continue to see a decline in state appropriations, administrators and faculty said." 

Philadelphia's CORE Scholarships Opened To Non-Public School Students. The Northeast Philadelphia News Gleaner (7/29, Vassallo) reports, "Standing alongside Mayor Street and U.S. Rep. Chaka Fattah (D-2), Krajewski announced that students outside the public school system could also receive college tuition assistance from the College Opportunity Resources for Education scholarship program." And "now, Krajewski can tell all the high school graduates from schools throughout the city that they can apply for up to $3,000 towards their freshman year if they attend one of the 19 Pennsylvania state colleges and universities. 'I know you are enjoying your summer vacation,' she said, 'but I'm lighting a fire under your backside and telling you to apply for this scholarship.' The scholarship deadline has been extended for these students until Aug. 15." 
West Texas A&M To Change Admissions Standards. Amarillo (TX) Globe News (7/29, Dean) reports that at West Texas A&M, "beginning in fall 2005, it will get a little tougher to gain admission to the university, if the Texas A&M University System Board of Regents approves some changes in the WT admission policy as Dr. Russell Long, president, expects it to in September." And "the new standards would require students entering in fall 2006 to complete the Texas Recommended High School Program, which the state will begin requiring as a minimum for almost all students this year. WT will begin phasing in the new standards during fall 2005 by requiring entering freshmen to have four credits of English, three credits of math and three of science." Dr. Flavius Killebrew, WT provost and vice president of academic affairs, said "the university's research showed students who had taken the classes in the recommended program are less likely to need to repeat courses and more likely to graduate faster." 

College aid firm charged with contempt
The Washington Times
Washington, DC, Jul. 28 (UPI) -- The Federal Trade Commission Wednesday accused Integrated Capital, a college financial aid company, and its principal Alan Watson, of contempt. The company, doing business as National Student Financial Aid, is accused of violating an August 2003 settlement barring deceptive practices in the marketing and sale of college financial aid services.
The FTC asked a federal district court to cite the defendants for contempt of court, and order full redress to consumers. The agency also has asked the court to modify the settlement to permanently bar the defendants from selling any academic goods or services. In August 2003, the FTC filed suit charging the defendants with making misrepresentations.
The NSFA was charged with inviting high school students and their parents to a free financial aid seminar. The FTC said the evens were sales seminars in which NSFA promoted its services with prices ranging from $795 to $1,200. The subsequent settlement prohibited the defendants from marketing or selling any academic good or service. The latest charges said NSFA and Wilson have continued with misrepresentations.
Here is the link to all of today's news articles.

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
The following articles are from HEWI Newsline:

CA ASSEMBLY PASSES BUDGET, COLLEGE TUITION INCREASED
The California Assembly yesterday passed a $105. 3 billion budget plan,

accepting Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s spending plan after a month of impasse. The plan, which the state Senate will take up today, increases fees and tuition at colleges.  Higher education would receive $9.4 billion, while K-12 education would receive $34.1 billion.  Also, if the deal is approved, students originally told they could attend a University of California campus only after they transfer would be offered a UC spot, reversing the “guaranteed transfer option” at the

last minute. Prospective UC students may chose to accept the offer or, because it is so soon before the beginning of the school year, decide to stay at the community college they already enrolled in.  For more information on the California budget, visit http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-budget28jul28,1,2052331.story?coll=la-headlines-california
VA TUITION TO RISE NINE PERCENT
Starting this school year, in-state students attending a Virginia college will pay an average of nine percent more in tuition and fees than last year. According to a new report by the State Council of Higher Education, the total price of a year of college is $11,539.  Room and board will cost in-state students an average of $5,900 for the upcoming school year.  Visit www.washingtonpost.com for more information.   

MORE COLLEGES PROPOSING TUITION FREEZES TO COMBAT RISING COSTS
Responding to increasingly growing expenses, more colleges are proposing freezing tuition.  Putting a cap or freeze on tuition helps make college costs more predictable, if not more affordable.  Many colleges have adopted a fixed-rate tuition plan, including George Washington University, Pace University in New York, as well as the state schools in Illinois and Michigan.  For example,Michigan state schools will limit tuition increases to the rate of inflation, in exchange for the state’s pledge to not cut funding any further. 

