American Indians Seek Better Chance At College Education. The New York Times (8/1, Dillon) reports on a conference at Minnesota's Carleton College to help make college accessible for American Indians and Alaska Natives. The two groups "are underrepresented at many highly selective colleges, contributing well below 1 percent of undergraduates. Even those who enroll often drop out. On average, fewer than one in five Indians who enroll in college earn a bachelor's degree, said Norbert Hill, executive director of the American Indian Graduate Center of Albuquerque." The Carleton event "was part of a cottage industry that has developed - short courses, counseling efforts and consultancies -- aimed at helping Indian students navigate the obstacle course that is college application. For their part, elite colleges, most of them far from any reservation, need ways to get acquainted with those students and to understand their difficulties, which include the cultural issues Indian students face at largely white universities." 
Immigration Politics Enters Into Kansas Tuition Debate. The Pittsburg (KS) Morning Sun (8/1, Sullivan) reports, "The debate over who should pay out-of-state tuition at Kansas universities continues, and has spilled over into the larger debate over immigration reform. Hispanic advocates and some educators have spoken out in favor of a new state law that allows some undocumented immigrants to pay in-state tuition at Kansas state universities. They must have attended Kansas high schools for at least three years and have graduated to pay in-state tuition at Kansas colleges and universities. The students must also be in the process -- actively in the immigration system -- of applying for permanent legal status in the U.S." But some say the law "is discriminatory and allows special privileges for illegal immigrants." Vietnamese for Fair Immigration, which opposes the law, is also fighting the Dream Act, "saying that it will benefit two million Mexicans but no Vietnamese or others who have pursued legal avenues to gain entry into the U.S." 
Group Fights Low College Costs For Undocumented Immigrants. The Chicago Tribune  (8/2, Avila) reports that student Kyle Rohde is "joining a nationwide effort by conservative activists to challenge states, including Illinois, that allow undocumented immigrants to qualify for cheaper in-state tuition rates. To qualify, the undocumented students must graduate from a high school in the state." And "the Washington-based Federation for American Immigration Reform, one of the nation's most active groups fighting rising immigration, recruited plaintiffs by posting fliers on campuses around the country." The Tribune adds that "advocates estimated that 3,000 undocumented students graduate from Illinois high schools each year." 
SEVIS System Seen As Beneficial Yet Flawed. The Christian Science Monitor (8/2, Clayton) runs a feature on security issues and the Student Exchange Visitor Information System's impact on international college students seeking to study in the US. The Monitor writes, "Ever since a 9/11 hijacker entered the US on a student visa (and two others received visas posthumously), Congress has demanded a better accounting of students in the US. ... Now, one year after the Aug. 1 deadline for United States schools with foreign students to join SEVIS, the nation's most ambitious, complex, and controversial effort to track foreign students has smoothed many of the early bumps in its operation, federal and university officials agree. But on some critical issues, like corrupt school officials gaming the system, vulnerabilities remain. On the plus side, school officials report routine, easy access to SEVIS. Some say the computerization has reduced paper shuffling; others say that it actually encourages these students to stay in school and maintain their course load." But a "key concern among opponents of SEVIS had been the fear that besides being cumbersome, the system might become a dragnet for harassing foreign students. Homeland security officials are quick to point out that only a small minority of students come under intense scrutiny, with a still smaller group arrested." 

List Of Student Social Security Numbers Found In Trash Behind University Stadium. The Philadelphia Inquirer  (8/1, McCarthy, Lowe) reports that after a list of hundreds of student's social security numbers was found in a garbage can behind West Chester University's football stadium, it was unclear "whether the university violated a federal law that prohibits schools from haphazardly discarding such private information or making it available. In addition to Social Security numbers, the printouts list for each student an identification number, financial aid disbursement, and the number of credits for which he or she enrolled. The data, printed on June 3 by a computer user identified as 'dparker,' sat in a big blue bin, amid an inch of green wastewater and next to a bag of garbage. Dana Parker is head of the university's financial aid office; he was vacationing and could not be reached for comment, a spokeswoman said. University president Madeleine Wing Adler issued a statement Friday afternoon acknowledging that documents containing 'confidential student information' were discovered." The document was turned into the Inquirer because "the man who found the printout said he feared that 'nothing would get done' if he turned it over to the university." 
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