Hampton University Gets Grant To Assist Other HCBUs. The Hampton Roads (VA) Daily Press (8/3, Frisinger) reports, "Armed with part of a $1 million federal grant, Hampton University will help other historically black colleges alleviate the financial and organizational woes plaguing a number of them. The nonprofit National Association for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education, which represents 118 black colleges and universities, and the United Negro College Fund Special Programs Corporation will collaborate on the project." Hampton University President William Harvey is a "driving force behind the new initiative, according to U.S. Secretary of Education Rod Paige. 'Bill Harvey has been talking to me for some time about a collaborative effort to strengthen the capacity' of historically black colleges and universities, Paige wrote in remarks prepared for the National Association for Equal Opportunity's annual conference last week. The grant will be divided almost evenly between the three organizations, Harvey said. With its $350,000 share, Hampton University will continue its campus leadership institute and create new workshops for business, admissions and financial aid officers from other schools." 
University Of Colorado Restricts Class Attendance By Ethnicity. The Washington Times (8/3, Richardson) reports, "Students at the University of Colorado at Boulder can take the popular 'School and Society' course on Fridays -- as long as they're not white. That particular section is reserved for 'students of color,' according to a course description. It is also open to those of any race who are first-generation college students. Other students can take the course, which is a requirement for education majors, but during a different period. University officials say the restricted class offers minority students 'a much safer and open environment' in which to discuss issues of race, gender and class. But some students say the course represents a disturbing throwback to the days of 'separate but equal' education." 
Rhode Island Teachers Expect Minority Students Less Likely To Graduate College. The Providence Journal (8/3, Borg) reports, "In a statewide survey on academic expectations, teachers said that low-income and minority students are less likely to graduate from college than their middle-class peers. The survey asked teachers from across the state to assess a child's academic potential based on ethnicity and economic status. Teachers estimate that 48 percent of low-income students have the ability to graduate from a four-year college compared with 72 percent of their more affluent peers. Similar gaps exist along ethnic lines. Teachers project that 67 percent of white students have the ability to complete college versus 46 percent of black students and 47 percent of Hispanic students." 

Romney Veto Of Immigrant Tuition Break Goes Uncontested. The MetroWest Daily News (8/3, Kuntzelman) reports, "In a rare show of unity with Gov. Mitt Romney, the Legislature ended its final formal session of the year early Saturday morning without restoring a college tuition break for undocumented immigrants. Earlier this year, lawmakers approved a plan to allow about 400 undocumented immigrants to pay in-state tuition rates at public colleges and community colleges instead of at the rates reserved for out-of-state residents. But Romney vetoed the measure, an outside section of the state budget. And the House of Representatives did not take a vote to override Romney's veto before its final formal session of the year ended early Saturday morning. Ali Noorani, executive director of the Massachusetts Immigrant & Refugee Advocacy Coalition, blamed the Legislature's failure to act on 'anti-immigrant' sentiments. ... Even lawmakers who normally see eye to eye on most issues were split on this one." 
Education Grant Issued To Columbus Immigrants. Columbus (OH) Business First  (8/3) reports, "Columbus State Community College will lead a $1.9 million, five-year program to educate immigrants on Columbus' north side. Columbus State will work with Communities in Schools, Columbus Public Schools, Volunteers of America and Rhema Christian Center on the project, which will provide after-school and summer programs at the Capital Park and Provident Glen apartment complexes. ... The program is expected to serve about 45 students, mostly Somali immigrants, who speak English as a second language. Teachers will instruct students on English and how to adapt to life in America. The project will also include violence and drug abuse awareness courses, as well as educational resources to help parents." 

Louisiana Community Colleges To Get No Federal Funding. The Baton Rouge Advocate  (8/3, Lemoine) reports, "Students enrolling in Baton Rouge and River Parishes community colleges this fall won't be able to pay tuition with federally backed student loans because the two colleges are too new to qualify for the programs, community college officials said. ... BRCC and RPCC were approved a year ago to offer federal grants, but federal education officials still won't allow them to participate in the federally backed student loan programs, community college officials said. Technically the two colleges are approved by the U.S. Department of Education to participate in all federal aid programs, including loans and grants, according to federal Education Department spokeswomen Jane Glickman and Stephanie Babyak. Colleges can choose programs they participate in once approved, they said. The DOE spokeswomen could not explain why the two schools are technically qualified to participate in all federal aid programs at this time but were told they could not offer all the programs." 

Officials fear identity theft may pose threat at Weber State University 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
OGDEN -- European computer hackers may have broken into 7,000 Weber State University financial-aid applications, school officials said.  The university is mailing warning letters advising students of the incident, telling them what to do if they are worried about identity theft. 

The unknown hackers are suspected of accessing the computer system via the Internet and installing programs and files on a computer, an action that was then used to illegally distribute DVD movie files.  University security officials believe the financial aid data wasn't harmed. 

However, the financial aid applications include personal information such as individuals' finances, as well as the students' names and social security numbers.  "We can't say with 100 percent certainty that these financial aid files were untouched. In light of that, we decided it was important to let people know about this incident, because of the possibility that sensitive personal information was compromised," said Don Gardner, Weber State chief information officer.

The illegal files were first placed on the computer July 2 and were discovered within a week by the university's monitoring equipment, officials said.  Computer security managers detected abnormal traffic on the university's network involving extensive communications with computers in Europe. Those abnormalities were traced to one computer in the Financial Aid office. The illegal movie files were found on the same hard drive where sensitive financial aid data were stored.

The machine that had illegal information on it was then removed and isolated. The number of firewalls has been increased around that computer.  "We have security software in place. The problem is keeping up with the sophistication of the hackers," said Weber State associate provost Bruce Bowen. University officials will be discussing additional security measures to prevent the incident from occurring again, he said.

The infected machine was designated specifically to transmit federal financial aid applications to the Department of Education in Washington, D.C.The letter to the Weber State financial-aid applicants briefly explains the incident and provides information on additional resources to help individuals prevent and respond to identity theft.  Weber State has contacted the FBI and international computer security organizations about the incident.

Here is the link to all of today's news articles.
http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
