Kerry, Bush Approach To Tuition Costs Examined. CBS Evening News (8/3, story 13, 2:50, Roberts) reported, "Rising tuition prices are putting the dream of a college education beyond the reach of many Americans. Both presidential candidates have plans to fix that, but what would each of these plans mean to you?" CBS (Hughes) added John Kerry's "plan for financial aid...$50 billion paid for by tax increases -- can only be applied to public college. If a student gives two years of community service..." Kerry: "We are going to pay for their full, in-state, four year college public education." President Bush: "I propose larger federal Pell grants for students who prepare for college with demanding courses in high school." Hughes: "Thirty-three million additional dollars to the federal Pell grant system" which "can be used for a public or private college." Sandy Baum, Skidmore College: "Pell has really been the one program this is a need-based program focused on low-income students. We need a high maximum Pell. We do need more grant aid for those low income students." Hughes: "While Senator Kerry is right about college costs -- last year tuition at public schools rose 11% -- the numbers also indicate that under the Bush Administration increased financial aid, tax credits and tax deductions have made it easier for students to pay that tuition." Baum: "I think many of the headlines really exaggerate the problems. Students who really want to go to college need to do the work, need to do the research and find out how they can get funds." 
The AP (8/3) reports, "Democratic presidential candidate John Kerry said Tuesday he would roll back tax benefits for corporations and the wealthy to channel more money into education, job training and middle-class tax cuts. 'We have to get back to being fiscally responsible,' Kerry told a town hall meeting in a hockey arena as he stopped along the border of Wisconsin during a two-week tour of battleground states." However, "the Bush campaign said Kerry's many promises add up to much more than advertised, and that the cost of his proposed programs cannot be covered simply by repealing a portion of the president's tax cuts. Bush, campaigning for re-election Tuesday in Dallas, has promised to slice the federal deficit in half in five years." 

Oregon Community College Distance Learning Program Receives Extension Grant. The Hillsboro (OR) Argus (8/3) reports, "The Distance Learning program at Portland Community College has received a grant for improvement and expansion. The $187,906 Community Access Capital Grant will increase the number and types of programs residents can access via PCC's Educational Access Channel. With the grant, PCC can change from a videotape-based system to a higher quality DVD server, said John Sneed, director of distance education. 'The grant will allow us to stream our broadcasts on the Internet, permitting wider access to our programming, and to augment the bond funded construction, to create a new master control,' Sneed said. 'It also supports partnerships with Mt. Hood Community College, and Portland State University in creating a Higher Education Channel for the Portland region.' The three institutions will create the Portland Region Higher Education Network to develop new telecourses. Finally, the grant will upgrade the technical quality of program delivery. Grant funds are administered by the Mt. Hood Cable Regulatory Commission." 
University Of Colorado Clarifies Position On Course Restricted To Minorities. The Washington Times (8/4, Richardson) reports, "The University of Colorado at Boulder announced yesterday that it no longer would restrict an education course to minority and first-generation college students after receiving complaints that the restrictions violated equal-protection laws. Educators had limited fall enrollment for the Friday section of 'School and Society' to 'students of color' and first-generation college students, saying the restriction offered 'a much safer and open environment' in which to discuss issues of race, class and the sexes. After three students threatened last week to take the university to court, however, Lorrie Shepard, dean of the School of Education, issued a 'clarification' stating that the course would be open to all students, although 'underrepresented' students were specifically encouraged to enroll." And "in her statement, Miss Shepard continued to stress the importance of creating a classroom environment welcoming to 'students of diverse backgrounds.' 'Having a critical mass of first-generation and minority students in a class or group helps avoid the sense of isolation described by many students in these groups,' she said. 'We hope that students of diverse backgrounds who choose this opportunity can engage the intellectual material of this course without distraction.' Colorado began offering the restricted section last year, drawing 15 to 20 students. The university enrolls about 26,000 students each year, including graduate students, about 13 percent of whom are racial minorities." 

Newspaper Laments Climbing College Costs. The York (PA) Daily Record  (8/3) editorializes, "Homeland Security Secretary Tom Ridge is considering resigning his post after the election. Aides told the Associated Press the former Pennsylvania governor is worn out by the responsibilities of preventing terrorism - and is worried he's not earning enough to put his two kids through college. A private-sector job would likely pay more." The Daily Record asks Ridge, "if someone like you can't swing tuition, what about Joe Average? He earns about $42,000 a year. His company recently started making him pay for part of his health insurance - and is threatening to eliminate the program next year. In fact, it's threatening to outsource his job. Joe has two car payments - plus insurance (no government-owned limo or helicopter to shuttle him around). His credit cards are maxed. His mutual funds took a major hit when the tech bubble burst. He needs a new roof on his $100,000 house." Still, "maybe Joe should look at the bright side. The 4.6 percent increase is a good deal less than the 6.9 percent increase the state-owned colleges were asking for. He can thank Gov. Ed Rendell for holding down that increase. And nationally, tuition hikes at public four-year schools are averaging around 10 percent for the coming school year. But that doesn't give Joe much sympathy for your worries, Mr. Ridge. In fact, he's mad as heck. In that same newspaper article, Joe noticed a chart showing that since your first year as governor, tuition at state-owned universities has increased about 56 percent. During that same time period, the state appropriation to those schools has grown by just 12.2 percent." And "perhaps you're wishing you had made more effort as governor to keep college affordable for average Pennsylvanians?" 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles.

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
The following two articles are from HEWI NewsLine:
SEVERAL COLLEGES OFFERING GRANTS TO COVER TUITION AND FEES

Students from low-income families attending one of a handful of schools can expect much of their fees to be covered by that college.  Four universities are offering low-income students grants to cover tuition and fees.  At the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, students from families with income up to 150 percent of the federal poverty level will receive grants covering tuition and expenses, in exchange for working about 10 hours per week.  The University of Virginia will cover all expenses for the same income level.  The University of Nebraska will pay tuition costs not covered by Pell Grants or other scholarships in exchange for the student maintaining at least a 2.5 grade point average.  At the University of Maryland, students with “limited resources” will have their costs covered by grants as long as they hold a work-study job.  

ASA WEBSITE PROMOTES FINANCIAL WELLNESS
American Student Assistance (ASA) announced the release of a new website that promotes financial wellness to students of all ages.  The site, www.astudentslife.com, caters to five different audiences: students in junior high school, high school, college, after college, and parents.  While most of the website provides students and parents with information that will help them understand financial aid and student loan repayment, including information on the financial aid process and repayment options, the site also provides general information on spending, saving, and the importance of good credit.  An online budget worksheet and click-and-learn pay stubs are also provided to help visitors achieve healthy finances.  The website also attempts to reach out to student loan borrowers who may already be in financial trouble due to delinquent or defaulted loans by providing advice on how these borrowers can get their loans back on track and in good standing.  

