Montana Tribal Colleges Receive $5.7 Million In Grants. The Great Falls (MT) Tribune  (8/5, Ogden) reports, "Tribal colleges on the Blackfeet, Rocky Boy's and Fort Belknap reservations were awarded more than $5.7 million in a package of federal education grants announced Wednesday. The awards include a pair of grants totaling $3.1 million for the Blackfeet Community College; a $1.4 million grant to the Stone Child College on the Rocky Boy's Reservation and a grant of more than $1.2 million for the Fort Belknap College, U.S. Rep. Denny Rehberg, R-Mont., announced. The funds were granted through the U.S. Department of Education's Tribally Controlled Colleges and Universities program." 
South Dakota Tribal College Receives Federal Grant. The AP (8/5) reports, "The Sisseton-Wahpeton College in northeast South Dakota has received a U.S. Department of Education grant of $861,722 through a program that helps tribal colleges and universities expand. The Sisseton-Wahpeton school is nearing completion on $3 million in improvements that includes a new vocational education building, bookstore and amphitheater." 
California, Oregon Warn Of Financial Aid Scam. The California Aggie  (8/5, Schmidt) reports, "University students are being attacked at the core of their vulnerability: the fear of not having enough money to pay for college. According to Stephanie Babyak, public relations representative for the U.S. Department of Education, a person claiming to be a representative for the USDE is said to have called students, offering to replace their federal student loans with an $8,000 grant." And "in a campus alert on the UC Davis website, the USDE warns students that no federal program replaces loans with grants, and that a student will never be charged a processing fee to receive a federal grant. Lora Bossio, the UCD director of the Office of Financial Aid, said no one from the university financial aid office would need to ask for an account number because they already have the student's information on file." 
The Oregon State University Daily Barometer (8/5, Taylor) reports, "OSU's Director of Financial Aid and Scholarships Kate Peterson said this is only the second time in five years she recalls the Department of Education sending a warning like last week's. Peterson said no local victims have been reported. Most financial aid and scholarship scams have to do with internet scholarship searches or 'guaranteed aid' in exchange for money, Peterson said. 'Basically they offer guaranteed scholarships or financial aid if students just send in money or fill out a form,' she said. 'Many times it's information that we provide for free.' 'Unfortunately, too many of these for-profit companies charge high rates to provide information that can be found elsewhere for free,' the inspector general's Web site warns." 
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