Paige Announces $1 Million Grant For HBCUs. The Baltimore Times (8/9) reports, "The National Association for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education, the United Negro College Fund Special Programs Corporation and Hampton University have been awarded $1 million for a new collaboration to improve fiscal management, campus operations and professional development at the nation's Historically Black Colleges and Universities, U.S. Secretary of Education Rod Paige has announced. Secretary Paige made the announcement at NAFEO's annual conference in Hilton Head, S.C." And, "'As a graduate of an HBCU, I understand and appreciate the essential role these institutions play in offering equal educational opportunities for African Americans,' Secretary Paige said. 'President Bush and I share a commitment to enhancing and strengthening HBCUs now and into the future for the benefit of the students and communities they serve so well.'" 
Indian Tribes Win Grants To Prepare Students For Higher Education. The Bellingham Herald (8/10, Weiner) reports, "The U.S. Department of Education awarded $769,000 to Lummi Indian Business Council on Monday to help prepare high school students for higher education. The three-year project aims to improve achievement in reading, writing, math and science of Indian high school students on the Lummi Reservation and in nearby schools. The application for the grant stated that most of the Indian students attending Lummi or Ferndale high schools are not doing well academically, few aspire to continue their education past high school, and the use of drugs and alcohol is widespread. At the same time, the Lummi Tribe is undertaking economic development that will require tribal members with college degrees." The grant "will pay salaries of a full-time project director and two part-time employees." And "the other Department of Education grant announced Monday was a $1 million award to Toppenish School District for Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation to prepare 3- and 4-year-olds for kindergarten and high school students for college and possible careers in education." 
Cost Of College Outpacing Cost Of Living. The New York Post (8/10, Soltis) reports, "When college students return to class next month, they'll be paying an average of $30,000 for the academic year, nearly double what it cost in 1990. But the rewards of a college education have never been greater - since graduates with B.A.'s in some fields are offered starting salaries averaging more than $55,000, new Census Bureau figures show. The problem is that the cost of college is outpacing the cost of living. The average basic cost - a year's tuition and room and board - at a private four-year college has jumped from $15,098 to $29,119, since 1990, according to the most recent statistics. That's a 93 percent increase - and it doesn't include books, computers and other essential college costs." And "in New York, students at more than two-thirds of the state's public community colleges will be hit with tuition hikes this fall - ranging from 2 percent to 23 percent - a survey by the consumer watchdog group New York Public Interest Research Group found." But the Post adds that "college degrees pay off. The average starting salaries offered to students with some choice bachelor's-degree specialties, such as petroleum engineering, average $55,987 a year, the Census Bureau found. On the other hand, graduates with social-science degrees are being offered salaries averaging $29,098." 

Nova Southeastern Tops Nation In Awarding Doctorates To Hispanic And African-American Students. The South Florida Sun-Sentinel (8/10, East) reports, "Nova Southeastern University has produced more Hispanic and African-American doctorates than any other college or university in the country, according to statistics from the U.S. Department of Education. NSU awarded 115 doctorate degrees to blacks and 57 doctorate degrees to Hispanics. This is the first time NSU ranked No. 1 for awarding doctorates to Hispanics. But it's the seventh consecutive year it has ranked first in the number of black doctorate holders, spokeswoman Mara Kiffin said." NSU officials "say they have a formula that works. Recent graduates say the programs are tailored to working people, allowing them to hold down their day jobs while attending classes. Some took their coursework online, eliminating a commute. University officials said the concept is purposely designed to attract a diverse group of students." 
West Chester University Appears To Have Mishandled Financial-Aid Information. The Philadelphia Inquirer (8/10, Lowe) reports, "Nearly 300 pages of sensitive student financial-aid data found in a West Chester University trash bin 12 days ago were not shredded because they were placed in a recycling container, according to a report released yesterday on a university investigation. But the report did not detail how the documents found their way into a bin about a mile from the financial-aid office. The documents, which listed names with Social Security numbers, financial-aid disbursements and student identification numbers, were discovered July 29 by an East Bradford man walking his dog near the university's football stadium. He gave them to The Inquirer, which returned them to the university. A Federal Trade Commission official said yesterday that the university may have violated provisions of the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, which stipulates how private data obtained in financial transactions is to be protected." And "in addition to the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act provides for the privacy protection of such information." 

WPost Says Bush, Kerry Offering Very Different Pictures Of College Tuition. The Washington Post (8/10, A18) editorializes, "Listening to presidential campaign rhetoric, it sometimes seems as if the candidates are offering not merely alternate policies but alternate descriptions of reality. Rarely is this truer than when Sen. John F. Kerry and President Bush talk about the costs of college tuition. Mr. Kerry speaks of the recent growth in tuition costs, which are rising faster than inflation, and the consequent squeeze on middle- and lower-income students. Yet a spokesman for the president's campaign calls Mr. Kerry's attacks 'at odds with the facts that more Americans have college degrees than ever before, and the amount students pay in tuition costs is down by a third since 1998.' Mr. Kerry's campaign points out that the amount awarded in federal Pell Grants, which provide tuition funding for low-income students, has stayed flat for the past several years. Mr. Bush's Web site, by contrast, says that the president's proposed funding for Pell Grants has increased by $4.1 billion, or 47 percent, since fiscal 2001 and that the number of recipients has increased by a million students." The Post says "increasing the number of low-income students who attend college is an ambitious goal, and one that intuitively seems as if it might appeal to precisely the voters both candidates are courting. That makes it all the more odd that the president barely addresses it. Or perhaps, given his campaign's assessment of the issue, it isn't surprising: If a problem doesn't exist, after all, it doesn't require a solution." 
Ridge Urged To Work For Increased Affordability Of Higher Education. Ronnie Polaneczky writes in his column for Knight Ridder  (8/10), "Recently, anonymous colleagues of Tom Ridge told the Associated Press he hoped to leave his Homeland Security gig after the November election because, among other reasons, he needed to earn college-tuition money for his two teenage kids. The guy makes $175,700 a year. I'm sorry, but if someone like Ridge (who wouldn't confirm or deny the AP story) can't afford college tuition, there's no hope for parents who make much less than the ex-Pennsylvania governor does. Which would be most of us. We're screwed, and we didn't need Ridge's example to figure that out." And "getting a college degree has long ceased being a 'privilege' and instead has become an absolute necessity if our kids are to have even half a shot at a decent life." So "I wish that Tom Ridge would use his political connections to make fixing this problem the crowning achievement of his impressive career as a public servant." And "we need more and better federal college-tuition grants. Substantial tax breaks for families with kids in college. Incentives for colleges and universities to make higher education affordable to all families. We need discrimination sanctions against employers who require degrees when none are really needed. And we need more well-paying jobs that don't require a college degree. Tom Ridge is the perfect guy to state this case." 
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