Many Questions Raised By SAT Changes. The St. Louis Post-Dispatch  (8/11, Kumar) reports, "The newest reincarnation [of the SAT] features, among other things, more difficult math in the form of Algebra 2, the end of analogies (apple is to orange as dog is to . . . ?) and a new writing section. That's right, there's an essay. The reaction by students at Metro High School in St. Louis to the news? 'Well, you know, a groan,' said guidance counselor Deane Thomas. 'A major groan that they actually have to write.' And there's another twist in this annual rite of passage for the country's college-bound: No longer will 1,600 be the measure of perfection. As of March 2005, there will be a new number: 2,400. That means many people are wondering: What is a good score on the new scale? What's the new benchmark to get into the top schools? The changes, which are creating more panic and confusion along the coastal states, are being met with a bit more calm in Missouri and Illinois, where more students take the ACT than the SAT. Still, high school juniors here who plan to take the SAT are trying to figure out whether they should take the old test this fall and winter, the new one in March, or both. And to complicate matters, not all colleges have said which one they want the high school class of 2006 to take." And "overall, students and educators are cheering the end of the SAT analogies, which seemed distant from the classroom and often used difficult vocabulary. Many also are cautiously welcoming the idea of the essay, but are worried about the grading and the time limit." But "the new SAT raises anew the questions about whether it and other tests are coachable, thus giving an advantage to those students who can shell out hundreds of dollars to take prep classes, and whether they are biased for or against various groups of students. On the one hand, the new test, with its writing section, is expected to equalize the gender gap of the old test, but some worry that it may exacerbate other disparities." 
Report Says Pre-Paid Tuition Plans Only Benefit Higher Income Families. The Chicago Sun-Times (8/11, Newbart) reports, "Saving for college? Prepaid tuition plans such as College Illinois might not be the best option for poor or middle-income students. So says a report by two higher education experts who conclude the savings plans can reduce some students' financial aid awards by $1 for every $1 saved." But "such plans greatly help families earning over $125,000 -- those who don't qualify for aid but can reap tax benefits or lock in lower tuition rates. The report questions whether such families should benefit at all from the plans. Report co-author Michael McPherson, head of the education-focused Spencer Foundation in Chicago, said the problem stems from how federal law treats money saved in the prepaid plans vs. money saved in college savings accounts. Both are known as 529 plans, named after IRS tax codes. And both are extremely popular, with total assets jumping from $8.6 billion in 2000 to $34.6 billion last year." 
Some Business Schools Attempt To Boost Enrollment With Early Summer Recruiting. Business Week (8/11) reports, "With fewer people applying to MBA programs everywhere, students at The Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania knew they had to take action. Even their own class of 2006 saw a 21% dip in applications. So a few MBAs agreed to help Wharton's admissions office host several rounds of early-admissions events this summer in places like New York, London, Paris, Beijing, Shanghai, Mexico, and Moscow. Summer is an early time -- the earliest ever for Wharton -- to start the admissions process. Such events usually kick-off in September at most B-schools. But the pre-autumn push is an attempt to catch talent ahead of the competition, and to help applicants get their B-school packages up to snuff. The Fuqua School of Business at Duke University has also ramped up its summer recruiting schedule. Since May -- the earliest the B-school has ever begun recruiting new classes -- admissions reps visited 21 cities around the world and made regional trips throughout Asia and Latin America." However, "most schools lack the resources to travel much between May and August. 'Too many offices are working with too few staff [members], and often can't travel earlier,' says Liz Reisberg, executive director of The MBA tour. European schools also tend to struggle with summer recruiting, she says, because many are on vacation in August." 
New York Legislature Would Restore Financial Aid, Guarantee No Rise In SUNY Tuition For State Residents. The AP (8/11, Gormley) reports, "The Legislature on Tuesday restored almost $332 million in cuts to student financial aid and in funding to public colleges while guaranteeing no increase in public college tuition for New York resident undergraduates. But whether Gov. George Pataki would veto the action that's part of more than $1 billion in spending the Legislature plans to add to his executive budget remained unclear. Pataki said he agreed to provisions of the education bill approved by lawmakers, but that he has concerns about how the Legislature plans to pay for it all. On Tuesday, the Legislature formally restored the Tuition Assistance Program, rejecting Pataki's latest proposal to delay paying a third of each student's award until graduation. The Legislature also restored aid to equal opportunity programs that help students from impoverished backgrounds to succeed in college, and added aid to community colleges." And "the Legislature also restored so-called Bundy Aid that helps private colleges in New York." 
The New York Post (8/11) reports, "State lawmakers eliminated Gov. Pataki's proposed cuts in higher-education spending yesterday as they moved ahead with plans to complete a new $101 billion state budget by the end of the week. The lawmakers, who also approved an already-announced $751 million increase in state aid to local school districts, restored almost $442 million in cuts to student financial aid, including the Tuition Assistance Program, and in general funding to public colleges originally contained in the budget proposed by Pataki in January. The lawmakers have not yet said, however, how they will fund the increases." 
Texas Lawmakers Watching How Public Universities Are Spending Money From Big Tuition Increases. The Dallas Morning News  (8/11, Hacker) reports, "In the year that Texas' public universities have been allowed to set their own tuition, they've raised total costs an average of nearly 20 percent - 37 percent at the flagship University of Texas. And with students heading back to class, state lawmakers are watching colleges to see how they spend the extra money. Lawmakers indicated through their comments that it's too early to judge whether the universities are acting responsibly and whether the increases are justified. 'I think the institutions are doing a very good job. They're trying to be very responsive to the students,' Rep. Geanie Morrison, R-Victoria, the committee's co-chairwoman, said after the five-hour hearing. No students or parents were included in the daylong roster of speakers. But one Texas A&M University student, Chad Peschke of Katy, Texas, said he feels pinched. 'Why does it have to be such a big jump?' Mr. Peschke said of A&M's increase, from $2,450 last fall to $2,974 this fall." And "previously, the Legislature set tuition caps for all public universities. But last year, to make up for cuts in higher education spending - lawmakers slashed 10 percent - the state relinquished that power to college governing boards." 
Legacy Preferences At Colleges Defended. The Los Angeles Times  Assistant Managing Editor of the New Republic, Adam B. Kushner in an op-ed writes, (8/11) "President Bush has denounced his own pedigree. Speaking to a conference of minority journalists in Washington, he lambasted the legacy preference in college admissions, arguing that schools like Yale (his alma mater and that of his father, grandfather and daughter) should consider applicants strictly on their merits, not on whether they are related to alumni." And "the arguments against legacy admissions are straightforward. First, the argument goes, they nurture a kind of hereditary aristocracy in which the finest educations are passed down from one generation to the next. Second, they undermine diversity by admitting the children of alumni, a group that is overwhelmingly white. And third, legacies can weaken the overall character of a class by taking the spaces that would otherwise go to more qualified applicants." But Kushner says "although there is undoubtedly some truth to these arguments, there's also a flip side. What Bush may not realize is that legacy admissions have a positive effect as well. Most of the nation's elite colleges practice what's known as 'need-blind' admission, which means that they consider the strength of applicants, not their ability to pay tuition. If you're admitted to Princeton, that school will help you find a way to finance your education, even if it means wads of financial aid. Naturally, less-privileged applicants benefit most from need-blind admissions. And many of those applicants are members of minority groups. Problem is, keeping schools need-blind is expensive for the universities." Some of those wads of financial aid come from alumni donations "and it is those critical donations from past graduates that are significantly boosted if those graduates believe it may help their own children gain admission. What's more, according to administrators at several schools, these legacy donors often donate money specifically to finance aid for underprivileged students. So in effect, legacy admissions subsidize diversity." 
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