California Review Team Suggests Changes To Higher Education System. The Daily Californian (8/12, Tran) reports, "A governor-appointed review team proposed sweeping changes to California public higher education in a report released last week. Among the 27 education proposals in the report, the California Performance Review team suggested changing degree programs offered at community colleges, higher education governance and community college transfers into UC and CSU campuses." The team also "proposes standardizing transfer requirements." The changes "would not drastically alter the community college system because the colleges are taking steps to solve the problem independent of the report, said Linda Michalowski, interim vice chancellor for student services for the California Community College Chancellor's Office." 

More States Requiring Algebra To Graduate. USA Today (8/12, Toppo) reports, "Once the sole concern of college-bound students, algebra is for everyone now. In Maryland as elsewhere, students will soon be denied diplomas if they can't pass an algebra test. Since the 1990s, schools nationwide have quietly begun requiring the course for more and more students, hoping they'll develop skills for college and a changing workplace - not to mention everyday life, with its computer spreadsheets and cell phone plans. 'The average person is going to have to be able to think through things pretty clearly, and a strong argument could be made that the rigors of algebra help,' says Lynn Arthur Steen, a math professor at St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minn., and editor of the 2001 book Mathematics and Democracy. Twenty-one states require students to pass algebra to graduate. Now they're prodding teachers and textbooks to reinvent it, stressing real-world situations while minimizing calculation and theoretical concepts that dogged students a generation ago." And "just as teachers and parents in the 1960s clashed over 'the New Math,' they're now grappling with what some call 'the New New Math.' Based on standards developed by the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, it emphasizes critical and conceptual thinking and practical problem-solving while de-emphasizing calculation and arithmetic skills - a trend critics say undermines math performance in general. 'It would be like teaching Shakespeare in comic books,' says Tom Loveless of the Brown Center on Education Policy at the Brookings Institution, a Washington think tank. 'The content has been dumbed down.'" 
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