Study Claims Better College Organization Leads To Higher Graduation Rates. The Chronicle of Higher Education  (8/17, Glenn) reports, "Financially needy first-generation college students are much more likely to complete an associate degree if they attend an institution with reliable class schedules and an easy-to-navigate bureaucracy, according to a study presented here on Sunday at the annual meeting of the American Sociological Association. The study's researchers said that when two-year colleges attempt to raise their graduation rates, they often ignore crucial organizational variables that strongly affect students' propensity to drop out." The researchers "conducted detailed interviews with 86 students and 96 administrators and faculty members at seven public community colleges and seven private occupational institutions that offer associate degrees. The private institutions, four for-profit and three nonprofit, were not selected randomly. The researchers deliberately chose unusually strong programs with relatively high graduation rates." 

College Summit Helps Overlooked Middle-Tier Students Achieve Post-Secondary Success. The Christian Science Monitor (8/17, Case) reports, "Low-income students with middling grades and test scores are possibly the most underutilized talent in American education, says J.B. Schramm, founder and executive director of College Summit. It was while he was working with low-income teens in a Washington, D.C., community center in the early 1990s that Mr. Schramm noticed that while colleges aggressively recruited the high-testing low-income kids, the mid-tier students were completely overlooked. Also, he realized, very few of these teens had college-educated parents who could help them meet deadlines, write essays, and navigate the complexities of financial-aid applications. What began as Schramm's effort to provide basic mentoring throughout the college application process evolved into a national organization that hosted 20 workshops this summer alone. On college campuses from Los Angeles to Washington, students spent four days completing college essays, meeting one on one with a college counselor for a full hour, and participating in rap sessions designed to break down self-defeating attitudes." And "College Summit also markets these students to a group of partner colleges and universities. These institutions donate the use of their facilities for summer workshops in exchange for receiving the 'preview portfolios' -- applications, essays, transcripts, and recommendations -- of students deemed worthy of their notice. The group functions as a recruitment service, helping to identify promising students from diverse backgrounds who might not otherwise attract attention because their test scores and GPAs are only average." 
Monitor Says Sallie Mae Throws Money At Congress To Influence HEA Reauthorization. The Christian Science Monitor (8/17) editorializes, "Sallie Mae, the nation's largest federal student-loan financier, is quite shrewd when it comes to using plenty of money to influence legislation on Capitol Hill. It is not alone: Federal Election Commission (FEC) records show that student loan and related industry officials contributed mightily (almost $1 million) to many of the 49 members serving on the House Committee on Education and the Workforce. Why? They're responsible for laws governing federal student loans. Sallie Mae, no surprise, was the largest donor to those members, giving some $185,000 over the past 18 months. Much is at stake. In May, the House introduced legislation to renew the 1977 Higher Education Act, which will determine how student loans can be constructed over the next 10 years." And "Sallie Mae and other big banks have lost student loans to companies that specialize in refinancing." But "those companies have fought back with political contributions to the same members of Congress, to the tune of $104,000, mostly to Republicans. Whose dollars will hold sway? Stay tuned. The bill is stalled over partisan bickering. But when the money flow to politicians can be so clearly connected to the development of this education bill, the need for voters to better hold politicians accountable -- and for politicians to avoid even the appearance of being bought off -- is plain." 
Intensive Camp Helps Students Avoid Remedial Math At An Arizona Community College. The Arizona Republic  (8/17, Shoyeb) reports, "Reviewing algebraic equations and logarithms for three hours a day could be called the ultimate boot camp. But for 40 students this summer at South Mountain Community College, it's their ticket out of a remedial math class, saving them time and money. The Math Star Camp is two weeks of heavy math review for students who need to brush up before taking a math placement test or who just want to get a head start on a class. With the help of a grant, the free camp expanded to two math reviews this summer: an arithmetic and pre-algebra review and an algebra review." 

Closed New York School Said To Owe State $4.8 Million. The New York Post (8/17, Lovett) reports, "A bankrupt business school that shut its doors after its chief executive was shot in May owes the state $4.8 million in student financial-aid money that was wrongly authorized, state Comptroller Alan Hevesi charged yesterday. The Queens-based Drake Business School incorrectly certified hundreds of students as eligible for state Tuition Assistance Program grants and received more than $4.8 million in state funds to which it was not entitled during the three academic years that ended in June 2001, according to an audit released by Hevesi. Hevesi recommended that the Higher Education Services Corp., which administers the program, seek repayment of the money, plus interest, from the school, which offered training programs for medical office assistants, executive office specialists and computerized office specialists. The audit found that tuition money was provided to some students who didn't receive the minimal amount of instructional hours, some who didn't meet residency requirements, some who were not full-time students and some who were not in good academic standing. Officials from the former school could not be reached for comment." 
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