Foreign College Students Seeing Tough New Restrictions. The Pittsburgh Post Gazette (8/19, Semuels) reports, "A group of 25 U.S. educational and scientific groups has complained about new visa restrictions on international students and has suggested the following reforms: Allow security clearances for foreign students and researchers to last for the length of their course of study in the U.S. instead of just one year, as long as they don't change their area of study. Let students begin their visa renewal process before they leave the U.S. for temporary visits to family or for scientific conferences, so they won't be unnecessarily delayed getting back in to the U.S. Give priority to visa applications that haven't been approved within 30 days. Improve training of consular officials so the screening rules are applied equitably in all locations. Revise agreements with countries like China and Russia to extend the duration of visas so they don't need to be renewed so often. Make it easier for foreign students to pay the new fee for financing a tracking database of such students in the U.S. Add staff to consular offices to speed visa processing. The students are from foreign nations, and in this post-9/11 world, they had to run the Department of Homeland Security's tough new gantlet for getting a student visa." And "challenges like these are one reason why neither the University of Pittsburgh nor Carnegie Mellon University expect to see an increase this year in their foreign student contingents, in keeping with a national trend that reflects the impact of heightened security barriers since the 2001 terrorist attacks." 
U-Arizona Wins $10 Million NSF Grant To Improve Latino Education. The Tucson Citizen (8/19, Denogean) reports, "As more and more Latino students stream into our nation's classrooms, educators are looking for ways to make sure they get the most from their school experience. To help make that happen, the University of Arizona was awarded a $10 million grant to improve mathematics education among Latinos. The five-year grant from the National Science Foundation allows the UA colleges of science and education to create the Center for Mathematics Education of Latinos and Latinas across four states and four universities. Latino youths, especially those from low-income or working-class families, tend to score lower on standardized math tests than their white counterparts and are among the lowest of all ethnic groups." The grant "will fund research, professional development of teachers and development of leaders in math education. Among the goals of the new center are to create teaching materials and ways of teaching that bring in a cultural and linguistic context specific to Latinos, said Ron Marx, dean of the UA College of Education.

Education Department Opens Religious Discrimination Probe Of UNC Chapel Hill. The Washington Times (8/19, Archibald) reports, "The Education Department's civil rights office has opened a second discrimination investigation of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, which is accused by a congressman of 'abusive policies' against Christian students. Rep. Walter B. Jones, North Carolina Republican, requested the government inquiry on Monday after the university closed a Christian fraternity that refused to accept non-Christian members. UNC Chancellor James Moeser said the decision to revoke the charter of the five-year-old Christian fraternity, Alpha Iota Omega (AIO), was made on grounds that the group is violating the school's nondiscrimination policy by not allowing students to join regardless of their religious beliefs." The Times adds, "In his request for a federal civil rights probe, Mr. Jones said the university's refusal to allow the fraternity continued access to campus facilities, services and programs was discriminatory." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles.

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
The following article is from FedNews Online:

SURVEY REVEALS PUBLIC'S OPINION OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

On Wednesday, Aug. 18, the Partnership for Public Service released a new national survey revealing that both Republicans and Democrats surprisingly agree on one thing: the value of federal government work.

According to the research, which was conducted by Republican pollster Jim McLaughlin and Democratic media consultants Bill Knapp and Tom Freedman, 91 percent of Americans feel that the jobs, duties and functions of federal government workers are important to their daily lives. And 71 percent of them have a favorable view of federal government workers themselves. And among college seniors and recent college graduates surveyed, a majority - 65 percent - express interest

in working for the federal government. According to PPS, despite the positive attitudes and interest, efforts to fill critical skills gaps in the federal government workforce are in trouble unless specific actions are taken.  "President Kennedy's call to service, which resonated with so many Americans, is no longer enough to inspire a new generation to serve," said PPS president and CEO Max Stier. "Americans today need a new message for a new era: government service allows you to both make a difference and further your career."

PPS' research, made possible with support from the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, identified a number of ways to help capitalize on the opportunity to transform positive public attitudes into government service: 

* Word choice matters 

* Recruitment efforts should appeal to Americans' savvy altruism

* The power of reform

* Job seekers demand an "iPod" culture, not an "i, Robot" culture

To build awareness and trigger action in response to its findings, PPS plans to launch a communications campaign to raise awareness among those who talk to Americans regularly about the work of government: federal agencies, the media, political and civic leaders, Hollywood and educators on university campuses.   

To view the full results of the survey, go to http://www.fpmi.com/lerpress/A_New_Call_to_Service.doc.

