Harvard And Princeton Tie For Top Of US News Ratings. The Chronicle of Higher Education (8/20, Hoover) reports, "Harvard and Princeton Universities tied for the top spot in the college rankings compiled by U.S. News & World Report and posted on Thursday on the magazine's Web site. Yale University and the University of Pennsylvania followed, taking third and fourth place, respectively, in this year's tally. The top 10 changed little from last year." And "in other rankings compiled by U.S. News, the University of California at Berkeley held on to the No. 1 spot on the list of the top public universities. The University Michigan at Ann Arbor and the University of Virginia tied for second. Williams College topped the rankings of liberal-arts colleges, followed by Amherst and Swarthmore Colleges, which shared second place." 

University Of Alabama At Birmingham Receives $4.4 Million NSF Grant For Urban Education Study. The Birmingham (AL) Business Journal  (8/20) reports, "The National Science Foundation has awarded a $4.4 million grant to the University of Alabama at Birmingham to lead a five-year study on retaining novice teachers in urban schools. UAB's David Radford will lead the study of 180 new teachers and 67,500 students. He is associate professor of science education in the School of Education." And "UAB will study three mentoring programs for new teachers. Researchers also will investigate how to improve science and math instruction. 'We want to determine which programs are most effective in retaining (novice) middle and high school science and math teachers in urban schools,' Radford says in a written statement. 'We also will look at the cost of each program and whether student performance on standardized tests improves as a result of the programs.' Radford says the federal No Child Left Behind law that requires certification and demonstrated proficiency in teachers' subject areas increases the likelihood that new teachers will leave the profession." 
California Tribal College In Peril Of Losing Accreditation. The Davis (CA) Enterprise  (8/19, Stello) reports, "D-Q University officials are working this summer to save California's only tribal college after reviews by the U.S. Department of Education and an accreditation agency showed lack of leadership, financial mismanagement and a sharp drop in American Indian student enrollment at the campus west of Davis." And "additionally, the Office of Indian Education Programs won't fund the college in fiscal year 2004 -- a loss of about $275,000 from the college's $1.6 million budget -- because D-Q doesn't have enough American Indian students. Of the 149 students enrolled at the college, only 22 are from federally recognized tribes, well below the 51 percent majority required for this funding. And the Department of Education reports that the college has improperly disbursed financial aid money due to inconsistent information in student files and inadequate verification processes to determine eligibility. For example, in spring 2003, the college gave $3,000 in federal grants to a student who was administratively withdrawn for failing grades in fall 2002. The Western Association of Schools and Colleges, a Novato-based accrediting agency, has imposed a 'show cause' order against D-Q -- the most severe sanction before loss of accreditation." 
Texas Colleges Expecting Increased Enrollment. The Houston Chronicle  (8/20, Davis) reports, "As students begin moving into their dormitories this weekend, all of the colleges and universities in the Houston area expect growth in enrollment, with one school reporting a possible record jump in the size of its student body. Texas Southern University is projecting a 10 percent increase in incoming freshman this fall. College officials are attributing the increase to stepped-up recruiting and more students electing to remain in Texas for their college education. 'We have been very aggressive in recruiting and retaining students,' Hasan Jamil, an assistant vice president for enrollment services at TSU, said. 'We are in the business of graduating students, so we're also working hard to make sure the students who come here graduate.'" But "TSU isn't the only school expecting a spike in enrollment. Preliminary projections show Rice University, the University of Houston and Texas A&M are all expecting increases in their numbers of incoming freshman." 
Grant To Washington's Northwest Indian College Seen As Part Of Election Year. The Native American Times (8/19, Lewin) reported, "Native American institutions are benefiting from election year generosity, as Democrats and Republicans both try to take credit for grants and funding. In Washington State, the Northwest Indian College in Bellingham has been picked to receive $1.2 million to improve higher education opportunities for Indian students. 'President Bush and I believe the nation's tribal colleges and universities play an important role in the rich traditions of the Indian people,' Secretary of Education Rod Paige said." The college "will use the money to expand its facilities to provide more classrooms, student housing and child care for children of students."

Here is the link to all of today's news articles.

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
The following article is from HEWI NewsLine:
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON STUDENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE SUBMITS RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SIMPLIFICATION OF NEED ANALYSIS
The Advisory Committee on Student Financial Assistance submitted interim legislative recommendations for the Special Study of Simplification of Need Analysis and Application for Title IV to Congress on July 23.  The recommendations include: Expanding the automatic-zero EFC (auto-zero) by increasing the income threshold to $25,000; Implementing a paper FAFSA-EZ and

phasing out the full paper FAFSAA; and adjusting the auto-zero income threshold annually using the Consumer Price Index.  To view all of the recommendations,visit

http://www.ed.gov/about/bdscomm/list/acsfa/jgregg_SimplificationStudyRecs.pdf
