E-mail Scams Target College Students; Seen As Wave Of The Future. The Bowling Green (KY) Daily News (8/24, Fellwock) reports, "About half of the nation's 23 most recent e-mail scams are sent under the guise of banks, according to Sophos, an international anti-virus and anti-spam company. The phony e-mails, commonly referred to as 'phishing,' request personal information such as account numbers and PIN codes under threats of frozen assets and account termination. The information is then used to steal money from the victim's account." And "Western Kentucky University students have been warned about an e-mail currently circulating, offering the option of applying for student loans or grants via e-mail. Detective Mike Dowell of the Western Kentucky University Police Department said it is important for students to guard their personal information from would-be criminals. 'They can take that info and apply for credit,' he said. 'This kind of crime is obviously the wave of the future.' To help prevent identity theft this year, Western has assigned all students new identification numbers, replacing the Social Security numbers used in past years." 
College Administrators And Music Executives Report On Responses To Music Piracy. The Chronicle of Higher Education (8/25, Read) reports, "A group of college administrators and entertainment executives said in a report sent to Congress on Tuesday that colleges have made significant gains over the past year in their efforts to curtail campus music piracy. The report -- issued by the Joint Committee of the Higher Education and Entertainment Communities, which has scrutinized song-swapping among college students for the past two years -- highlights a growing number of colleges that have signed deals with commercial music services to give students an alternative to the illegal trading of song files over campus computer networks. Some 20 institutions now provide students with free access to online music libraries like Napster and Cdigix (formerly known as Cflix), and more are expected to follow suit soon (The Chronicle, July 30). Members of the higher-education and entertainment group sent the report to the House Judiciary Committee's Subcommittee on Courts, the Internet, and Intellectual Property, which is planning a hearing on file sharing." The report "may be an attempt to insulate colleges from suggestions that they could be doing more to combat music piracy, according to Fred von Lohmann, a lawyer with the Electronic Frontier Foundation, which has opposed the recording industry in public debate and in court." 
New Method For Teaching Algebra Wins $400,000 Federal Grant For Development. The AP  (8/24) reports, "Algebra, one of the most vexing problems for beginning math students, may finally be solved, claims a group of math teachers at Lane Community College. The teachers have devised a new method for understanding basic algebra -- an idea so promising the U.S. Department of Education has awarded them a $400,000 grant to develop the new course. The revised approach will be offered for the next two years at the college and, if it proves successful may become a standard offering at colleges around the country. Known as 'flexible sequence algebra,' the idea is to dish up algebra in more appetizing servings by taking the normal 10-week term and slicing it into a total of five two-week modules. If a student has trouble in one of the modules, he or she can repeat the two-week module, then continue from there -- rather than being forced to fail the class and begin again the next semester." And "the hope is the new format will allow students to learn algebra at their own pace and remove the stigma of needing to repeat a course. Students also can take one module to see if it's too hard or too easy and not have to invest a whole term finding out. And although the teachers don't recommend it, students could also delay taking their next segment if something comes up in their lives that keeps them out of school briefly." 
Harvard Summer Program Prepares Low-Income Students For Top Colleges. The New York Times (8/25, Rimer) reports that this summer "30 high school sophomores from public and parochial schools in Boston and Cambridge...[made] up the first class at Harvard's Crimson Summer Academy, an academically rigorous program to prepare students from low-income families in the Boston area for top colleges. The students will continue to receive academic tutoring and guidance from their Harvard mentors and teachers over the coming year and will return to campus for the next two summers. Each summer...a new group of up to 30 sophomores will join the academy. 'We want these students to have what upper-middle-class kids have,' said Maxine Rodburg, the director of the Crimson Academy and of the Writing Center at Harvard. So the academy will provide SAT coaching; advice on which high school classes to pursue; help with college applications; and intensive instruction in writing, public speaking, math, science and the humanities. At a time when only 3 percent of students at the most selective colleges and universities come from the bottom-income quartile, and only 10 percent from the bottom half, the summer academy is part of a campaign by Harvard's president, Lawrence H. Summers, to make higher education more accessible to low-income students." 
Many Colleges Offering Homeland Security Related Degrees. USA Today (8/25, Neyman) reports, "Hundreds of community colleges, four-year universities and postgraduate programs have begun offering degrees and certificates in emergency preparedness, counterterrorism and security. Students study topics from political science and psychology to engineering and biotechnology to prepare for possible disasters. 'Homeland security will be the biggest government employer in the next decade or so,' says Steven David, chair of the graduate certificate program in homeland security at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, which also offers a master's in government with a concentration in homeland security. 'America continues to face threats, and terrorism will never go away,' David says. Interest in homeland security proliferated after the 9/11 attacks, but efforts to increase awareness in the field were underway long before, says William Kelley, a researcher working with the Office for Domestic Preparedness in the federal government's Department of Homeland Security." And "many companies have added homeland security sectors, and those educated in the field are in demand, says Mel Bernstein, director of university programs for the Department of Homeland Security. 'Some graduates will work in the financial sector, for the government, in insurance, for consulting companies. ... If you look across the country, almost every company or agency has something they call a 'homeland security initiative,' and they will need people.'" 
Med Schools Seek To Boost Interest In Needs Of Elderly Students. USA Today (8/25, Gillum) reports, "As the U.S. population ages, medical schools are looking for creative ways to boost new doctors' interest in the specialized needs of elderly patients. Efforts range from more classroom training to setting up outings with older buddies. Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, for example, recently paired 15 first-year medical students with local senior citizens; they went together to museums to view art. The government's National Institute on Aging, which sponsored the program, found that after participating, 75% of the students said they were more willing to work with older patients in their future practices, compared with 13% of students who did not participate. Experts say that a doctor's bedside manner is important in patient care, and that working with older patients early on develops those skills." And "some programs use a mentorship-style program, like in Baltimore, while other schools are involved in community partnerships - for example, sending medical students into local nursing homes to educate residents. Integrating the care of elderly patients into regular training isn't just about getting more students to become gerontologists. 'We're teaching them that aging happens over time,' says Bonnie Kantor, a physician and director of Ohio State University's Office of Geriatrics and Gerontology. 'We want them to be excited about the caring of older adults.'" 
U Of Colorado Given Permission To Raise Tuition Up To Nearly 16%. The AP  (8/25) reports, "State lawmakers gave the University of Colorado the green light today to raise tuition for thousands of students up to nearly 16 percent this fall. University of Colorado President Betsy Hoffman said tuition could go even higher by the end of the decade unless voters change the Taxpayer's Bill of Rights, which limits the ability of lawmakers to raise taxes, and Amendment 23, which requires increased funding for public schools. Lawmakers failed to agree on a plan to present to voters this November. Democrats refused to do anything to hurt public education and some Republicans say TABOR is off limits." 
Many Michigan Colleges Keep Undergrad Tuition Low But Charge Grad Students More. The Detroit News (8/25, Feighan) reports, "Michigan graduate students who thought vows by universities this year to keep fee increases in line with inflation applied to them are in for a tuition bill reality check. From Wayne State University to the University of Michigan, colleges that showed restraint when it came to raising tuition for undergraduates are making up for it with higher rates for graduate students this school year. Wayne State University graduate students will see an 8.5 percent - or about a $220 per term - increase over last year. Eastern Michigan University's tuition rates are going up 4.8 percent, or $353 per year. And at the University of Michigan, where tuition varies from program to program, increases will range from 5 percent to 12.1 percent, or $300 to $1,000 more per term. Undergraduate tuition increases have been kept in line with the rate of inflation, under 3 percent. University officials say graduate programs are always more expensive than those for undergraduates. With research at their core, they require more specialized training, individualized instruction and state-of-the-art technology." Meanwhile, "some universities kept their increases relatively low for graduate students. Oakland University raised its rates 3.4 percent this coming year. Central Michigan University approved an across-the-board 2.8 percent increase for both undergraduate and graduate students. 'The spirit of the governor's proposal to universities was try to limit the amount of tuition increases,' said George Ross, vice president of finance and administrative services at Central Michigan, which has about 7,700 graduate students. 'And while the majority of our population is obviously undergraduates, we also have a very significant graduate population who are Michigan students and residents who are facing major financial challenges.'" 
Christian Fraternity Plans To Sue University Of North Carolina. The Durham (NC) Herald Sun (8/25, Ferreri) reports, "A Christian fraternity that had its official recognition revoked is planning to sue UNC, alleging that the university has violated the constitutional rights of the group's members. Late last year, the university declined to renew Alpha Iota Omega's student organization status because the group's leaders wouldn't sign a university policy requiring its membership to be open to all students. The fraternity's leaders didn't see the point of being open to non-Christians since Christianity is the fraternity's core principle. In losing official recognition, the group is no longer eligible for student activity fee revenue, and cannot reserve meeting space as easily. But more importantly, Alpha Iota Omega's First Amendment rights to free speech and association are being harmed, the group's attorney argued Tuesday." And "UNC Chancellor James Moeser was not available for comment Tuesday. But he has repeatedly defended the university's actions, emphasizing that all student groups must adhere to the policy." 
North Carolina Community College Addresses Problematic Accounting Procedures. The Asheboro (NC) Courier Tribune (8/25, Keys) reports, "Randolph Community College officials are continuing to take steps to address accounting procedures that resulted in state auditors faulting the college for its financial reporting. 'No money was misappropriated or misdirected or missing or anything like that,' RCC President Dr. Richard Heckman said this week. Some RCC students, however, received more in federal grant awards than they should have, but will not be responsible for any overpayment." Meanwhile, "the audit report, released in June, noted that the findings 'represent significant deficiencies in internal control or noncompliance with laws, regulations, contracts or grants.' The report's findings spotlighted financial procedures in RCC's student financial aid and business offices." 
Charleston Gazette Says West Virginia Must Not Forget To Help Average Students Pay For College. The Charleston (WV) Gazette (8/25) editorializes, "For most of the last three decades, West Virginia's grant program for needy college students has not had enough money to help every qualified student. Grants are significant. Unlike loans, they do not have to be repaid after students finish school. As the state has poured more money into Promise scholarships, with the admirable goal of sending all students with a B-average or better to a West Virginia college, average students are left out. By law, the Higher Education Grant is for students whose families can't afford the full cost of college. The more your family can chip in, the less the state gives you for school. But in reality, no one who can afford more than $3,000 a year gets a grant because the program never has enough money for all the people who are eligible. Last year, 372 qualifying students were refused. Sometimes 1,000 or more are routinely wait-listed for help." The Gazette says "West Virginia must remember its average students and invest in their future, as well. They also contain untapped potential for the state." 

Hickok Presents Grant For English Language Learning To Lewis & Clark College. The Hillsboro Argus (8/24) reported, "Thanks to a grant from the U.S. Department of Education, Lewis & Clark College's Graduate School of Education, will help Washington County find and train teachers to work with students whose first language is often not English. The graduate school will partner with the Hillsboro and Forest Grove school districts on this project. The $149,861 grant will fund three years of Project TASK, Teachers for Academic Skills and Knowledge for the English Language Learner, which is modeled as an innovative professional development program preparing teachers for the challenges of educating non-native speakers. 'Oregon possesses the second fastest growing population of English language learners in the nation,' said Peter Cookson, dean of the graduate school." The grant will be used for "recruiting talented teachers into the program, giving support to those teachers as they become leaders for their schools in English language learning initiatives, and enhancing the curriculum at Lewis & Clark College. U.S. Deputy Secretary of Education Gene Hickok presented Cookson with a ceremonial check for the grant amount at a downtown Portland event on Friday, Aug. 20." 
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OMB APPOINTS NEW ASSOCIATE ADMINISTRATOR FOR E-GOV, IT
Timothy K. Young was recently appointed associate administrator of

E-Government and information technology for the Office of Management and

Budget. 

“Tim is an excellent selection for this position. For the past eleven

months, he has provided strong leadership and superb management of

Presidential E-Government initiatives and Line of Business task forces,”

said Karen Evans, administrator of E-Gov and IT. “His vast experience and

proven track record will be essential as OMB completes the initial 24

E-Government initiatives and our strategy.” 

Young will be in charge of planning and implementing the federal

government’s electronic government priorities. He will work to ensure that

government is meeting the goals of the President’s Management Agenda -

delivering value and results to citizens and saving taxpayer dollars. 

Most recently, Young served at OMB as the portfolio manager for Internal

Efficiency and Effectiveness. The IEE portfolio’s objectives are to rethink

internal federal government processes using modern technology and to reduce

costs by using industry best practices in areas such as supply-chain

management, financial management, and knowledge management. 

Prior to joining OMB, Young was a senior consultant with BearingPoint’s

Federal Services Consulting Practice. In this capacity, he helped clients

improve business processes, reengineer services and adopt quality management

principles. In addition to his consulting experience, Young conducted

research internships with the House of Representatives and the Heritage

Foundation. 

