DOJ And SEC Probe Illinois' Career Education Company For Falsification Of Student Records. CBS MarketWatch (8/25) reports, "Career Education is the subject of a federal criminal investigation, according to a published report Wednesday. Investigators are looking into allegations that the Chicago-based company's schools have falsified student records to obtain more student loan funding from the U.S. Department of Education, and want to know how the company records bad debt expenses, according to the Financial Times, which cited unnamed people familiar with the situation. The investigation also involves compensation of school executives and admissions officers, the FT reported. The Securities and Exchange Commission is conducting its own investigation of the company. Shares of Career Education (CECO) fell $2.96, or nearly 10 percent, to $28.05 in after-hours trading following news of the probe." 
The Financial Times (8/26, Schurr) reports, "The US Justice Department has launched a grand jury investigation into Career Education to determine whether allegations of widespread fraud at the operator of 81 for-profit colleges merit criminal charges, according to individuals familiar with the probe. The inquiry, launched in May by the US attorney's office in Chicago, includes assistance from the Department of Education's Office of Inspector General and the law-enforcement arm of the US postal service, the individuals said. The Securities and Exchange Commission is already looking at whether the company fraudulently obtained some of the more than $1bn in federal money it received for student tuition." The probes "come after former employees at two Career Education campuses levied a host of allegations against the schools, including that student records were falsified in an attempt to maintain and maximise access to student loans from the Department of Education." 

Florida Program Prepares At-Risk Students To Complete Post-Secondary Education. The Leesburg (FL) Daily Commercial (8/26, Johnson) reports, "As Lake-Sumter Community College begins a new school year this week, at least 24 incoming freshmen will quickly get down to the business of serious studying. These students are what's known as the Cream of the CROP -- or the cream of the College Reach-Out Program, which is a statewide program geared toward increasing the number of students going on to complete post-secondary education. Kevin Brown, coordinator of the program for the college, said that 24 of the 36 participants in this year's program will attend LSCC. The other dozen were accepted at different universities and colleges across the state, including Stetson, Florida A.&M., Florida Atlantic, Bethune Cookman and the University of Central Florida, he said." And "the program is designed towards scholastically motivating students who are economically or educationally challenged. 'These are basically students who would be otherwise unlikely to seek admission to community or state colleges on their own,' said Brown. Students are eligible to join anytime from sixth to twelfth grade. The program includes the Bridges to Success program. 'We offer Bridges to Success program the summer between high school graduation and the student's freshman year of college,' Brown said. 'It is a six-week program that offers the student a foundation to make the transition from high school to college.'" 
Free Standing University Proposed In Georgia After Partnership Exceeded Expectations. The Atlanta Journal-Constitution  (8/26, McCarthy) reports, "Two years ago, the University of Georgia and Georgia Perimeter College partnered to create a four-year college in Gwinnett. At a retreat in Augusta Wednesday, the state Board of Regents discussed dismantling that arrangement. In its place, they would create an autonomous institution, with its own faculty, courses of study and standards -- and maybe even a mascot. A free-standing college here would dismantle the partnership formed two years ago under the banner of Gwinnett University Center. Under the current system, GPC, the state's largest two-year institution, provides instruction for the first two years of college, while UGA offers the last two years of upper-level courses. The Medical College of Georgia and Southern Polytechnic State University also have degree programs at the Gwinnett University Center. The center, created two years ago off Ga. 316 in Lawrenceville, has proven to be far more popular than anyone imagined. Administrators initially projected a 6,000 enrollment on the campus by 2007. Last spring, there were more than 7,100 students; this fall, the estimated enrollment is 8,000 graduates and undergraduates." And "news of a possible end to the UGA-GPC partnership came as a shock to UGA Associate Provost Robert Boehmer, who's in charge of UGA's programs on the Lawrenceville campus." He said the downside of the change would be that "the undergraduate degrees the students receive won't be from UGA, a nationally ranked research institution." 
Muslim Scholar Denied Visa To Teach Seminar At Notre Dame. The New York Times (8/26, Kinzer) reports, "A prominent Muslim scholar from Switzerland was supposed to begin teaching a seminar on Islamic ethics at the University of Notre Dame on Tuesday, but he did not show up for his first class because the State Department revoked his visa. University officials said an American diplomat telephoned the scholar, Tariq Ramadan, this month at his home in Geneva and told him that his permission to work in the United States, which was approved earlier this year, had been revoked. They said the diplomat offered no explanation. On Wednesday, a spokesman for the Department of Homeland Security, Dean Boyd, said his agency had given the State Department information about Mr. Ramadan. He declined to say what it was." But "Kelly Shannon, a spokeswoman for the State Department, said Mr. Ramadan's visa was revoked under a legal provision that bans espionage agents, saboteurs and anyone the United States 'knows, or has reasonable ground to believe, is engaged in or is likely to engage after entry in any terrorist activity.' She said she could not provide any details about Mr. Ramadan's case. Mr. Ramadan, 42, has written extensively about the challenges of blending Islam with Western habits and values. Some critics have interpreted his work as calling for conciliation between Muslims and Christians, but others have accused him of anti-Semitism and sympathy for terrorism." 
East Central College Wins Grant To Improve Services For At-Risk Students. The Washington Missourian  (8/25) reported, "East Central College has been awarded a major grant from the U.S. Department of Education. Ninth District Congressman Kenny Hulshof notified the college Tuesday that it has been awarded a grant worth approximately $1.7 million over five years through Title III of the Higher Education Act. ECC will receive $354,268 in the first year of the grant, and additional funding over the next four years. The grant is designed to provide a two-pronged solution to student failure and attrition. Dr. Karen Herzog, college president, welcomed the news Tuesday morning." And "with the grant, ECC will strengthen instructional programs and student support services." ECC "plans to redesign its basic skills and entry-level courses. Improvements will include computer-assisted instructional methods to meet learning needs of at-risk students, and faculty development to help instructors teach at-risk, under-prepared learners." Also "the second component of the plan is improving student support services to help students meet their educational goals. The focus will be on the development of new systems that have been proven effective with at-risk students." 
Oregon State Wins Grant To Re-Establish CAMP Program For Migrant Students. The Bend Bulletin (8/26) reports, "Oregon State University has received a five-year, $1.75 million grant from the U.S. Department of Education to re-establish the College Assistance Migrant Program, or CAMP, which helps the children of migrant families attend college. OSU had the CAMP program on campus for several years until the late 1990s when it was eliminated because the funding cycle ran out, according to Janet Nishihara, academic coordinator with the Educational Opportunities Program at OSU." The program "will allow OSU to work with 170 migrant students during the next five years. To be eligible for the program, the students or their parents must have worked 75 days during the previous 24 months doing migrant or seasonal farm work. They also must be in their first year of college when entering CAMP." 
Bear Market Leads To Higher Rates For Pennsylvania Prepaid Tuition Program. The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (8/26, Boselovic) reports, "Starting next month, participants in one of the state's college savings plans will pay higher rates to prepurchase tuition credits with parents hoping to send their children to the University of Pittsburgh or Penn State's main campus facing double-digit increases. Purchasing a credit for future students at Pitt's arts and sciences program, for example, will cost $452, up 20 percent from the current cost, State Treasurer Barbara Hafer said yesterday. The same credit will cost $488 at Penn State's main campus, 16 percent more than last year. The increases affect the TAP 529 Guaranteed Savings Plan, which was launched in 1993 and has 92,631 participants statewide, including 9,220 in Allegheny County." And "the state invests the money it receives, hoping that the investments earn enough to cover the cost of a credit by the time the child enrolls. That concept was derailed by the three-year bear market and rapidly escalating tuition rates, which created deficits at college savings in Pennsylvania and other states." 
Pennsylvania Considers Change In Standards For Grants For Needy. The Harrisburg Patriot News (8/25, Fishlock) reports, "Tara Sollenberger and her parents live in a two-bedroom house, haven't vacationed in three years and their newest car is almost 10 years old, she said. But last year, her Messiah College tuition rose $1,000, and she lost a $3,000 state tuition grant. Her father's overtime bumped the family income above the $67,000 limit set by the state. 'So that was $4,000 I had to make up,' she said. Sollenberger, a junior from North Middleton Twp., said the standards for the grant program should be relaxed. She went to a public hearing yesterday at Harrisburg Area Community College's Wildwood campus to speak to a task force looking at how the grants are awarded. The Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency -- which oversees the grant program -- is considering changes because the grants cover less of the cost of tuition each year." And "PHEAA officials have said they would like a revamped formula in place in time to award grants next spring. Many pointed out that without the grants, some low-income students wouldn't attend college. Several speakers said the grants should be awarded on financial need, rather than academic merit. Other suggested considering all of a student's federal funding and retaining a student's right to choose which college to attend." 
Columnist Sees America's Undergrads As Lacking In The Liberal-Arts. Philip Terzian writes in a column for the Wall Street Journal (8/26) "An Englishman who teaches American history at Emory, Patrick Allitt has written a charming, and compelling, account of one course in one semester, to record (as he told his editor) 'what actually happens in class.'" Terzian, who attended one of his lectures says "we all know the modern American campus, or think we do: concentration camps of the mind where students are tortured by baby-boom professors whose speech codes, leftist politics and unseemly obsession with race, sex and gender have distorted the ideal of higher education. Whether or not this is true of Emory--it is, after all, home to the Carter Center--it is not the case in Prof. Allitt's classroom. Despite his best efforts, Prof. Allitt's political biases are often evident; but he is aware that such things as bias exist, strives to be fair and refrains from judging the past by present standards." No, "the bad news is not Prof. Allitt, or his course on post-Reconstruction America, but his students. As with any selection of human beings, they vary in temperament and character, and some appear to be exceedingly admirable people. Many, however, come across as parodies of the cheerfully uninformed American undergraduate. Since this is Emory, there are no re-enactments of 'The Blackboard Jungle,' and most in the class strive for an A, in their fashion. But the ignorance, laziness, sense of entitlement and lack of basic rhetorical skills are stunning. One student thinks that 'books' and 'novels' are the same. Another identifies the Granite State as 'New Hamster.' Few are familiar with the rules of language, many spell poorly and all are confused by tenses and apostrophes and complain bitterly when Prof. Allitt marks them down for grammatical errors." And "the problem, as Prof. Allitt sees it, is that the skills required to ace the SAT and post a high grade-point average are not the best preparation for a rigorous liberal-arts curriculum. Our secondary schools, public and private, have not only substituted Maya Angelou for Robert Browning but guided their charges in perfecting the art of passing multiple-choice exams, not drafting essays. No wonder they cannot write, or organize their thoughts, or marshal an argument, or identify the decade in which the Civil War took place. No wonder they confuse Theodore Roosevelt with his cousin Franklin D." 

DC: New McKinley Technology High School Seeks To Prepare Students For Post-Secondary Ed. The Washington Post  (8/26, Chan) reports, "McKinley Technology High School officially opened its doors last week, welcoming residents and students for a preview of a majestic structure that has long embodied the ideals of practical education in the District public school system. The opening of McKinley is a major achievement for the city, fulfilling a campaign promise of Mayor Anthony A. Williams (D) and, more significantly, lending hope to a school system in which academic performance among high schoolers has been one of the system's most critical problems. The school's principal, Daniel F. Gohl, said his vision for the school is to provide 'a traditional liberal-arts education enhanced through the use of 21st century technology.' The school opens Wednesday with a 28-member instructional staff and nearly 400 students in the ninth and 10th grades. The 11th and 12th grades will be filled over the next two years. As students advance and new students are admitted behind them, total enrollment is expected to rise to 800 students. The school will be the most technologically sophisticated in the city, with wireless Internet access throughout the structure and an older technology -- fiber-optic Ethernet connections -- linking classroom computer terminals across a high-speed network." And "unlike the old McKinley, which gave students vocational training to enter the workplace upon graduation, the new school will try to inculcate a desire for higher education in its students." Still, "notwithstanding the grandeur of the restoration, there has not been a stampede by parents to enroll their offspring. By mid-August, about 350 of the 400 slots had been filled, and school administrators have conceded that they did a lackluster job of publicizing the school." 

Poll Shows Public's Ambivalence Toward Education Reform. The Washington Times (8/26, Archibald) reports, "Americans overwhelmingly want schools to close the achievement gap between white and minority students and reject the idea that a single statewide test is sufficient to judge whether a school needs improvement, according to a national poll. More than half of 1,003 adults surveyed for the 36th annual Phi Delta Kappa/Gallup poll of Americans' attitude toward public schools 'oppose separating test scores by race and ethnicity, disabled status, English-speaking ability and poverty level' under the federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). This opposition comes despite the fact that reporting data separately for those subgroups generally is regarded as essential to closing the achievement gap, according to Phi Delta Kappa, an association for professional educators." And "although more than half those surveyed think that NCLB will improve schools in their community, the reports says '67 percent say the performance of a school's students on a single test is not sufficient for judging whether the school is in need of improvement.'" But "Rep. John A. Boehner, Ohio Republican and chairman of the House Education and the Workforce Committee, said the survey used 'softball questions that protect the interests of education establishment lobbyists.'" 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles on connectED:

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/

