DHS May Extend Security Clearances To Duration Of Work Or Study. The Chronicle of Higher Education (9/3, Field) reports, "The federal government is considering extending security clearances to foreign students and scholars for up to the duration of their study or appointment, the Department of Homeland Security said on Friday. The current clearances are good for only one year, and the need for regular renewals has led to delays for foreigners coming to American campuses. C. Stewart Verdery Jr., assistant secretary for border and transportation security policy and planning, confirmed a report in Science magazine that the agency is weighing an extension of the Visas Mantis security clearance. The program, which began in 1998, performs security checks on foreign students and scholars who work in any of roughly 200 scientific fields that the government deems of a sensitive nature, such as nuclear power." 
Many Schools Adopt Sophisticated Methods Of Choosing Freshman Roommates. The Washington Post (8/30, Argetsinger) reports, "The once near-random process of assigning freshmen roommates has been elevated to something of a science these days. At many colleges, incoming students fill out detailed questionnaires on personal habits, ranging from their favorite musical genres to whether they like to sleep with the window open. Their responses are analyzed by computer or a team of professionals who try to match them with the most compatible living partners. This year, Georgetown is trying out an elaborate new computer-based matching system that, with its anonymous messaging and common-interest search tools, bears more than a passing resemblance to popular dating Web sites. The hope, said university housing official Jon Glassman, is 'to give students some choice and a sense of ownership in their first-year experience.'" Still, "many campuses are resisting the push for tailor-made roommates. Housing officials at other colleges warn that these so-called perfect matches can hinder students from learning about personalities and lifestyles different from theirs -- while doing little to avoid the dreaded blowups. 'When you spend 24-7 with someone, there's bound to be conflict,' said Katie Boone, director of housing and residential services at Catholic University. 'It's all about trying to get along, not this round peg fitting this round hole.'" And "tesearch conducted by Williams College in Massachusetts found that roommate assignments can have a significant impact on one's life. One study noted that students with middling SAT scores received worse grades if assigned roommates with low SATs, while another suggested that a student's political views can be influenced by those of his or her roommate." 
Colleges Required To Keep Log Of Crimes So Students Can Factor Safety Into Decision. The Pittsburgh Tribune-Review (8/30, Reeger) reports that every American college campus "must maintain a crime log that the public can look at to see what crimes take place on a day-to-day basis. For the most part, few people take the time to look at those crime logs, which are mandated under federal law." And "the law requires that certain serious crimes, such as murder, rape, burglary, robbery and aggravated assault, be reported. But all crimes must be included in the daily log. 'We do recommend that parents go look at the log and skim through it, just to help advise their son and daughter that crime does happen and to take precautions,' Carter said. A look at the crime logs at area campuses shows many of the same crimes: harassment by an ex-boyfriend, a stolen laptop, vandalism, a hit-and-run accident." 
Rising Cost Of College Textbooks In California Becoming An Issue For Students. The Los Angeles Times (8/29, Kristof) reports that "the rising cost of college textbooks is becoming a hot-button issue among legislators and consumer groups, who maintain that book prices are rising far more rapidly than they should. Textbook prices, which have risen nearly 70% in the last decade, were discussed in recent congressional hearings and are the subject of a continuing study by the U.S. General Accounting Office. No national legislation has been proposed, but California legislators have introduced two bills that address the issue. One encourages textbook rental services, and the other urges publishers to unbundle their books so that students can buy them without all the expensive extras. The California Student Public Interest Research Group, a student-run division of consumer group CalPIRG, is organizing student protests against a variety of alleged abuses -- including bundling and putting out new editions that change little but the page numbers -- that are driving the cost of textbooks into the stratosphere. Textbook publishers say they are being used as scapegoats." Bruce Hildebrand, executive director for higher education at the Assn. of American Publishers admits that "textbook costs have risen...but the cost is largely dictated by the mandates of the professors who order the books, he says." 
Iowa Western Community College Receives Strengthening Institutions Grant. The Council Bluffs (IA) Daily Nonpareil (8/27) reports, "Iowa Western Community College was among 11 post-secondary institutions in the state to receive a portion of $3.8 million in grants from the U.S. Department of Education. Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, announced the awards Wednesday. IWCC will receive $365,000 through the Strengthening Institutions Program, which is designed to help schools become more self-sufficient and expand their capacity to serve low-income students. 'Iowa's colleges and universities are an important component of the high quality, comprehensive education that Iowa is known for,' Grassley said in a release." And "the grant will be used in the purchase of the online Reiver Web that allows students, faculty and advisors to share information about student progress. Money from the grant also provides endowment matching funds that require new money to be raised and placed in a 20-year endowment." 
California Diploma Mill Used Churches To Recruit Students. The Los Angeles Times (8/30, Felch) reports, "An adult school accused of selling bogus high school diplomas to thousands of immigrants paid churches to help recruit students and house classes, according to interviews with law enforcement, school and church officials. The disclosure has roiled congregations and raised questions about the role of some church leaders in the operation. The commercial California Alternative High School paid some churches in immigrant communities across Southern California an average of $125 per graduate and allowed the churches to keep income from the sale of school materials, according to interviews and court records. After 30 hours of classes, students were given a diploma that school officials said would give them access to accredited colleges and universities and state and federal financial aid programs, according to court records. But a lawsuit filed this month by the state attorney general accused school operators of 'exploiting immigrants' dreams of a better life.' According to court records, the school used untrained teachers who taught that there are 53 states in the union, four branches of government and two houses of Congress -- one for Republicans and one for Democrats. The attorney general's suit seeks restitution for students and $32 million in penalties, charging that the program lied to students when it told them it was recognized by the state and federal governments. So far, no church officials have been implicated in the alleged fraud, though two former employees of World Mission Maranatha Evangelistic Center were named in the civil suit." 
Higher Tuition At Four-Year Schools Has More Maryland Students Choosing Community Colleges. The AP (8/30, Manning) reports, "Several of Maryland's four-year schools have raised admissions standards and increased tuition at a dizzying rate to make up for budget shortfalls. At the same time, record numbers of students are graduating from high school. That means many students who normally would attend universities are looking to community colleges as either a springboard into a four-year school or a cheaper way to get a degree. Maryland's community colleges project a boom in students ages 18 to 24 in the next 10 years. 'If a student has their heart set on College Park and gets in, many will go to community college for two years,' said Michael J. Keller, director of policy analysis and research at the Maryland Higher Education Commission (MHEC)." And "the number of full-time students at community colleges is expected to grow faster than their four-year counterparts in the next 10 years. MHEC predicts that full-time enrollment at community colleges will grow 30 percent, while the four-year campuses will see a 15 percent increase." 
Massachusetts Colleges Require Students To Buy $1,200 Laptops. The Boston Globe (8/30, Russell) reports, "Three Massachusetts state colleges will require students to own laptops this fall, the first phase of an ambitious plan to mandate the portable computers for 30,000 students by 2009, school leaders said. They tout the move as the first for any public college system in the country, but some students and parents say the machines are an unnecessary expense and an additional financial hurdle for low-income students. College officials, who will announce the initiative today, said laptops will drive a shift to a more interactive, hands-on curriculum and ensure that all students graduate with skills needed to succeed in a technology-dependent economy. The colleges have struck a deal with Dell Inc. to offer laptops to students for $1,200, a discounted price, and some students have received extra financial aid to help cover the cost, leaders said." 
Montana Colleges Awarded $13.5 Million NSF Grant. The Missoulian (MT) (8/30, Cohen) reports, "This month, UM scientists, in collaboration with Montana State University, were awarded $13.5 million..." The grant was awarded through "the National Science Foundation's Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research." And "landing the three-year grant is unprecedented, said Gay Allison, assistant director of the program. It's a lot of money, she acknowledged, but it's also the same amount UM was awarded four years ago in the last round of funding -- and that just doesn't happen. 'The bigger the money, the harder the competition,' said program director Chuck Thompson, who administers the grant through UM's Department of Biomedical and Pharmaceutical Sciences. 'And the competition is now very deep for this money.' Thompson said he's thrilled UM prevailed in its quest for funding. But he's more thrilled about what it means for Montana students and the potential impact it could make on the state's future." Already, "by Sara Young's estimation, the funding has profoundly affected more than 200 of Montana's American Indian residents by funding summer research projects, laboratory apprenticeships, lab equipment and, in some cases, helped with housing costs for science students. It also saved a science student recruiting curriculum, the Montana Apprenticeship Program, from folding and allowed it to operate as it pursued more secure funding. 'It's a really good thing for Montana,' said Young, director of American Indian Research Opportunities at MSU and its Tribal College Outreach coordinator." 
Tennessee Program Seeks To Increase College Enrollment Among Poor. The Tennessean  (8/30, Cass) reports, "It's the smallest and probably least-known piece of the biggest and probably best-known financial aid program in Tennessee history. But the people who put it together say the HOPE Access Grant will have an important impact: getting some students to go to college who wouldn't have gone otherwise. 'Rather than someone saying what a student cannot do, our state has an affirmative action that if you're willing to try, we'll give you an opportunity to do just that,' said Myron Oglesby-Pitts, deputy executive director of the Tennessee Student Assistance Corp., which oversees the program." The HOPE Access Grant "is for a small slice of students: the ones who don't quite qualify for the HOPE Scholarship and whose families make $36,000 or less a year." And "as of Friday morning, 105 students had received the grant, compared with 35,861 who had received the HOPE Scholarship and 10,315 who had received the Wilder-Naifeh Technical Skills Grant to attend one of the Tennessee Technology Centers. A student can receive the HOPE Access Grant for only one year. But those who perform well enough in their freshman year will be able to move up to the HOPE Scholarship, which is worth more." 

Long Research Requirement For IB Draws Praises And Criticism. The Washington Post (8/30, Mathews) reports, "Across the country, new emphasis on rigorous college-preparation programs has resulted in thousands of high school students succeeding at the kinds of scholarly research that master's degree candidates tackle, educators say, even as some worry about the strain placed on 17-year-olds. A leading indicator is the growing number of high schools using the International Baccalaureate program, which includes a 4,000-word paper, called an extended essay, among its requirements. About 10,000 of these papers were written this year in the United States, six times as many as in 1990. In the Washington region, at least 20 public high schools have IB programs, and several more public and private schools are encouraging long research papers in selected classes." And "many high school educators have applauded long writing projects. Dwight Wagner, the magnet program coordinator at Parkdale High School in Prince George's County, said his IB students are frightened at first by the idea of writing 4,000 words -- about 15 to 20 double-spaced pages -- and have trouble narrowing their topics. 'We tell them that they must think in terms of firing with a rifle by hitting a small target but hitting it very hard,' Wagner said." But "Denise Clark Pope, a lecturer at Stanford University's education school and author of ' 'Doing School': How We Are Creating a Generation of Stressed Out, Materialistic, and Miseducated Students,' said she likes giving high-schoolers a chance to go deep into a subject of their choosing. But in her view, International Baccalaureate and similar programs stuff too many extra deadlines into already full schedules." 

SD: Higher Education Summit Held To Gather Ideas. The AP (8/29) reports, "The first of two 2010 Education Initiative summit meetings on South Dakota higher education was held Friday in Rapid City and included discussions on the quality of higher education, access to it, its role in the economy and recommendations for improvement. Education Secretary Rick Melmer said the ideas from the sessions will be used to form a long-range plan. Participants said South Dakota students should be able to move from one institution to another without losing credits. They also said higher education must do a better job marketing its product to students and parents. The meeting attracted about 60 people representing the state Board of Regents, Black Hills State University, South Dakota School of Mines, Western Dakota Technical Institute and K-12 education, students and community members. They met in small groups and then presented a consensus of ideas to Melmer." And "teachers will comment on the information gathered at the six meetings in October during Gov. Mike Rounds' Teacher Leadership Conference." 

2 Universities Team Up to Create Free, Open-Source Financial Software for Campuses
By JEFFREY R.YOUNG - Chronicle of Higher Education

Frustrated with the high cost of commercial financial-management software, Indiana University and the University of Hawaii are leading an effort to build a free, open-source alternative. The project's leaders say the effort could save colleges millions of dollars. 

The institutions plan to devote more than $2.5-million in staff time and resources to the project, which is called Kuali. Other initial partners in the project are the National Association of College and University Business Officers and the RSmart Group, a company that hopes to sell support services to colleges that install the free software. 

The Kuali software -- which will be free to all and will allow anyone to look at its source code -- will help manage accounting, billing, e-commerce, budget planning, and other campus functions. Officials said it would take about two years to build, and would be an updated version of home-grown financial software that Indiana now runs on its eight campuses. 

Financial-information systems are often the most expensive software packages purchased by colleges, with some institutions paying tens of millions to companies like PeopleSoft and Oracle for software and installation. Most colleges buy such software, though about 15 percent handle financial transactions with software that they have built themselves, according to Gartner Inc., a technology research firm. Colleges that build their own software, however, usually do not collaborate or share it with others. 

The Kuali project is modeled on Sakai, an effort to build free open-source software to create course Web sites (The Chronicle, July 23, 2004). Indiana University is a leader of Sakai, and the University of Hawaii is a partner in that project as well. 

David J. Lyons, a senior fellow at Nacubo, as the business officers' group is known, said a key motivation for the Kuali project is concern over consolidation in the financial-software market. 

"We're losing all of our small vendors that cater to colleges," said Mr. Lyons. And colleges are concerned that Oracle, which sells financial software and other programs to colleges and companies, might win its bid to acquire PeopleSoft, a leading provider of financial software to colleges and companies. The Department of Justice has sought to block the merger, arguing that merging the two companies would hurt competition in the business-software market. 

"These vendors then have a lot of pricing power, and they don't have to pay attention to some of our needs quite as closely as we would like," said Mr. Lyons. 

Officials at Oracle and PeopleSoft could not be reached for comment late last week. 

The University of Hawaii decided to join the project after officials reviewed commercial options and decided that none suited their needs, said David K. Lassner, chief information officer at the university. The university now uses a system it bought in the 1990s from SoftwareAG. But the company discontinued support of the product in 1998, and since then the university has had to modify and upgrade the software by itself, said Mr. Lassner. 

"We're on our own now -- if something goes wrong with our financial system, it is our problem to fix it," he said. Being part of an open-source project will give the university the support of other partners, he said. 

John G. Robinson, chairman of the RSmart Group, said that colleges would benefit by having an open-source option tailored to the needs of higher education. He described systems sold by PeopleSoft and Oracle as "big and expensive and complicated," in part because the software is also sold to businesses, which have different needs than colleges. Mr. Robinson said the Kuali software would be "less complicated." 

"There's no reason anybody should be paying $5-, $10-, or $20-million to install these financial systems," he added. 

Bradley Wheeler, associate vice president for research and academic computing at Indiana University at Bloomington, said the open-source software would give colleges more control over how they customize the financial software. 

"With open source we can all see the behavior of the system and understand it," he said. "With a commercially-licensed product you're often impeded from seeing the behavior of the [computer] code." 

Michael Zastrocky, vice president for academic strategies at Gartner, said the project would be difficult to pull off, especially with so few partners. 

He also said it would be hard to persuade top university administrators to use Kuali, since they might have doubts about an upstart effort and might prefer to buy commercial software instead. "This is one [area] that's mission-critical," he said. "Your institution would be in serious trouble if that thing started to fall apart." 

Because Kuali will be derived from software that has been in use at Indiana for years, Mr. Lyons said, it will have a proven track record. 

A survey of Nacubo members in November demonstrated that there is a demand for open-source financial software, leaders of the project said. 

In that survey, of 257 colleges, 25 percent of the respondents said they were likely to install a new financial system in the next three years, and 46 percent of the respondents saw open-source offerings as viable options. Nacubo conducted the survey with the support of a $45,000 grant from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. 

Nacubo is not giving money or staff time to the Kuali project, but will offer its support and advice, said James E. Morley Jr., the association's president. 

"We got a very clear response back from the membership that this is an option that looks like it makes sense to study," said Mr. Morley. "We've continued to get broad anecdotal support for moving ahead." 
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Treating High School Like Graduate School

Young Scholars Publish Research

By Jay Mathews

Washington Post Staff Writer
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Rachel Hines devoted long hours to her 6,235-word paper on the weak response to Nazi atrocities in the Lodz ghetto of Poland. She endured an oral examination on her exhaustive research and then saw the work published in an international journal. 

Her experience was typical for a university graduate student -- except it occurred when Hines was a senior at Richard Montgomery High School in Rockville. 

While a senior in high school, Rachel Hines, now a University of Maryland senior, wrote a 6,235-word paper that was published in an international journal. (Katherine Frey -- The Washington Post)  

Across the country, new emphasis on rigorous college-preparation programs has resulted in thousands of high school students succeeding at the kinds of scholarly research that master's degree candidates tackle, educators say, even as some worry about the strain placed on 17-year-olds. 

A leading indicator is the growing number of high schools using the International Baccalaureate program, which includes a 4,000-word paper, called an extended essay, among its requirements. About 10,000 of these papers were written this year in the United States, six times as many as in 1990. In the Washington region, at least 20 public high schools have IB programs, and several more public and private schools are encouraging long research papers in selected classes. 

Hines, now a senior double major in physiology/neurobiology and anthropology at the University of Maryland, said her high school's IB classes "demanded as high, if not at times higher, standards than I and others have experienced in college classes." 

Much of the impetus for high school research reports is coming from an educational entrepreneur in Sudbury, Mass., Will Fitzhugh. Since 1987, he has published 638 papers written by high school students -- including Hines -- from 34 countries in his quarterly journal, the Concord Review. 

Fitzhugh said he began the journal, which he has struggled to finance, to counter what he considered feeble instruction and low standards in high school composition and research. He also has assembled a panel of readers, called the National Writing Board, that sends to colleges its independent assessments of research submitted by high school students. 

"I think people are just beginning to realize that while high school kids are taking Advanced Placement calculus and AP Latin and AP European history, their academic writing is frozen at the seventh-grade level," Fitzhugh said. 

Many high school educators have applauded long writing projects. Dwight Wagner, the magnet program coordinator at Parkdale High School in Prince George's County, said his IB students are frightened at first by the idea of writing 4,000 words -- about 15 to 20 double-spaced pages -- and have trouble narrowing their topics. "We tell them that they must think in terms of firing with a rifle by hitting a small target but hitting it very hard," Wagner said. 

Dan Meier, principal of Robinson Secondary School in Fairfax County, said his IB students are able to get the work done because "we have set deadlines throughout the junior and senior years and broken the paper into doable pieces." 

Some educators, however, say it is too much work. 

Denise Clark Pope, a lecturer at Stanford University's education school and author of " 'Doing School': How We Are Creating a Generation of Stressed Out, Materialistic, and Miseducated Students," said she likes giving high-schoolers a chance to go deep into a subject of their choosing. But in her view, International Baccalaureate and similar programs stuff too many extra deadlines into already full schedules. 

"It turns into another hoop that you leap through that makes you look good for college admissions, and then everybody wants to do it," she said. 

One big writing project, some teachers say, might not be as useful as many little ones. 

Daniel J. McMahon, principal of DeMatha Catholic High School in Hyattsville, said he teaches a world literature class influenced by "research that suggests that students improve their writing and learn to think better if they do numerous short writings." He assigns 30 two-page papers during the school year, plus two five-page papers. 

McMahon said he thinks long-form research is best taught to most students in college. 

Fitzhugh disagreed. Too many high school teachers, he said, assign "creative and personal and journal writing" instead of "old-fashioned term papers." The result, Fitzhugh said, "is that about 30 percent of college freshmen now need remedial writing courses, and most professors complain that practically all of their students seem to understand very little about reading for and writing a research paper of any kind." 

Many school systems are toughening their writing programs. 

Prince William County requires 11th-graders to do a research paper of four to seven pages with a minimum of five cited research sources. Michael Ortiz, who teaches AP English at The Heights School in Potomac, said he and the school headmaster, Alvaro de Vicente, decided last week to have his seniors do a 10-page paper as a trial run for a larger program. 

Bill Rhatican, convinced of the motivational power of publication, self-published a paperback book this year, "And Still They Come," full of essays on immigration by seniors in his AP government class at West Potomac High School in Fairfax County. 

Rachel Hines's paper published in the Concord Review was titled "The Great Delusion: Chaim Rumkowski's Attempt to Save the Jews of Lodz." She said she got the idea from chats with her grandfather, who lost most of his family when the Nazis killed nearly every Jew in that city. 

She was fascinated by Rumkowski's attempts to appease the Nazis rather than rebel, as did some other Lodz ghetto leaders. She worked with translations of primary documents and had so much material it was hard to get the paper under the word limit. She moved much of what she had to the endnotes. 

"I loved my paper because of its personal significance to me, but I never presumed it would get published," she said. "It was just a really neat feeling to see my name in print." Her sister, Cara, graduated in the spring from Richard Montgomery. She too has written a paper, "Antietam as the Turning Point of the Civil War," which is scheduled for publication in the review. 

Hines said she and her sister discovered through their projects "a critical approach to learning and reading anything from literature to scientific journal publications. I think programs like the IB will continue to grow because people see the success of its graduates as they go on to college and the ease of the academic transition from high school to college." 
