Aid Programs Not Keeping Up With Rising Tuition In Minnesota. Minnesota Public Radio (8/31) reports, "Attending classes at the University of Minnesota -- and most public college campuses -- is more expensive this fall, while financial aid programs to offset tuition are not growing as quickly. College students are returning to campus for the new school year, and many of them are going to pay more for their education. Public college students in Minnesota have faced double-digit increases in tuition and fees each of the last four years, while state financial aid programs have not kept up. As a result, students are taking on more jobs -- and more debt." 

Ohio Technical College Wins $1.7 Million Strengthening Institutions Grant. The Cincinnati Business Courier (9/1) reports, "Gateway Community and Technical College was awarded a $1.7 million federal grant today by the U.S. Department of Education. The Strengthening Institutions Program grant will be awarded over a five-year period. The college will receive its first installment of $333,209 on Oct. 1. Gateway requested the funding to improve student learning and to strengthen its student services, according to a news release from the college." But, "'This grant does not replace the need for adequate state funding but it helps us move forward in a positive direction,' said G. Edward Hughes, Gateway's president and CEO." 
Coalition Of Legislators Seeking Financial Aid For Undocumented Immigrants. The New York Times  (9/1, Freedman) reports that laws denying financial aid to undocumented immigrants "holds down an estimated 65,000 high school graduates each year -- undocumented immigrants who have spent most of the educational lives in American schools and yet are effectively denied in-state tuition at their respective public colleges. A provision of the Illegal Immigration and Responsibility Act of 1996 required state universities that gave in-state tuition to undocumented immigrants to do the same for all comparable students from other states -- creating a punitive cost few of those institutions chose to bear." And "only eight states, New York among them, subsequently passed laws that attempted in various ways to preserve in-state tuition for most state residents, regardless of immigration status. And even in those states, immigrant students, educators and advocates often were ignorant of the loophole or assumed the federal law overrode it. Others feared exposing themselves or their families to deportation by admitting their illegal residence in the college-application process. Now a bipartisan coalition of legislators has recognized that [undocumented immigrant] students are, in fact, among the most responsible of Americans, those who carry the burden of parents' sacrifices and who seize upon public education as their route to productive citizenship. In both the Senate and the House of Representatives, lawmakers have introduced bills to permit these immigrant students to regain resident status in their home states and, even more important, to earn citizenship in part by graduating from college, allowing them to enter the workforce legally." 
Kerry-Edwards' Kids Tout Tuition Plan At North Carolina Colleges. The AP (8/31, Hartsoe) reports, "The adult children of the Democratic presidential ticket told North Carolina college students Tuesday that their fathers have plans to help them with tuition and finding jobs. Cate Edwards, Vanessa Kerry, Alexandra Kerry, and Andre Heinz spoke at a rally at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, one of three stops they made in the state. The children of John Kerry and John Edwards also spoke at N.C. Central University in Durham and East Carolina University in Greenville. They said more than 40 million potential young voters could make a difference in the outcome of the presidential election. They encouraged students at Chapel Hill to tell their friends to vote this year." And "the Kerry-Edwards children told students the Democratic ticket can help them with tuition. The campaign proposes changing the government-set guarantee that banks earn a 9.5 percent return on some college loans in favor of lower rates set by auction." 
 North Carolina State Receives Federal Grant To Develop Minor In Middle East Studies. The Raleigh Triangle (NC) Business Journal (9/1) reports, "North Carolina State University has won a two-year, $177,000 grant from the U.S. Department of Education to develop an undergraduate minor in Middle East studies. The program, titled Globalizing the Middle East, will expose students to the language, history, culture and politics of the Middle East through a series of new course offerings, events and study-abroad opportunities. The program also will offer an interdisciplinary minor in Middle East studies that will be offered through the College of Humanities and Social Sciences in the fall of 2005. The program will emphasize Middle Eastern language and literature offerings." 

Some Fear Proposed Bill Would Undermine International Studies Programs. National Catholic Reporter (9/1, Schaeffer-Duffy) reports, "American scholars are alarmed by a controversial education bill that would increase government monitoring of federally funded programs in international studies at colleges and universities. Backers of the bill say it will help restore balance to Middle East studies programs, which they say are overly critical of Israel and of U.S. policy in the Middle East. Opponents say the bill could lead to intrusive investigations of faculty and will undermine the credibility of American scholarship. Known as HR 3077, the International Studies in Education Act, the legislation reauthorizes funding for international studies. Its most controversial provision calls for the establishment of an advisory board comprised of seven government appointees: one each chosen by the majority and minority leaders of both houses of Congress and three selected by the Secretary of Education, two of whom represent agencies responsible for national security." And "the bill passed by a wide majority in the House of Representatives last October and is scheduled to come before the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions in September. Fear of its passage in the Senate has evoked strong condemnations and letters of protest from academics and their professional associations." 
Traditionally Elite Colleges Seen To Be Losing Their Hegemony. Jay Mathews writes in his column for the Washington Post (9/1) of Robert J. Samuelson that "I become upset when some of his best work doesn't get the attention it deserves, like his piece 'In Praise of Rankings' in the just-published 2005 edition of the Kaplan Newsweek College Guide." Mathews says "Samuelson, in his new piece, looks at the issue from an entirely different angle. He explores the early years of college ranking and discovers that the standings have changed in ways that reveal a hitherto unappreciated dynamic in the American obsession with brand-name schools. 'A Harvard degree isn't the status symbol it used to be,' he says, 'and that goes for Yale and Princeton too.'" And "one reason the Ivies have lost some luster, Samuelson says, is that college by itself is not so important any more. 'More Americans now go to graduate school -- and graduate degrees count heavily in the job market and the status derby,' he says. 'Consider: in 1960, 392,000 Americans got bachelor's degrees and about 100,000 got graduate and professional degrees. By 2001 the numbers were 1.2 million and 600,000. So, if you go to Podunk and then to Harvard for graduate work, your Podunk degree is enhanced. Conversely, Harvard grads attending Podunk for graduate school may find their college degrees diminished. Of course, many Harvard alumni got to fine graduate schools, but there's much mixing. In 2003 only 15 percent of the incoming class at Harvard Law had been Harvard undergraduates.' But an even more intriguing trend is underway. Three decades ago, Samuelson says, we only had a few luxury cars, like Cadillac, Lincoln and Mercedes. Now rising demand for plush upholstery and dashboard gizmos has led to several more high-priced brands, like Lexus, Acura and Infiniti. The same thing is happening to colleges. 'Frustrated at not getting their children into elite schools,' he says, 'Americans are creating more elite schools.'" 
Some Say Bonuses Are Awarded To Freely To USED Employees. Education Week (9/1, Davis) reports, "The U.S. Department of Education gave more than $5.7 million last year in bonuses to its employees, including a student-aid official who got $71,250. In the 2003 calendar year, more than 75 percent of the department's employees received bonuses, with political appointees among the recipients. Each year, the department gives some employees cash awards on top of annual raises, a practice that spans federal agencies. While officials say bonuses are a way to reward performance and help lure employees from the private sector, critics say the practice smacks of favoritism and isn't based on measurable criteria. 'It's a system that certainly needs to be looked at and fixed, because it's broken,' said Ben Miller, a member of Council 252 of Education Locals, the union that represents 3,200 career employees at the Education Department." But "the practice of doling out bonuses to reward federal workers has been around for decades, said Barbara W. Colchao, an acting manager in the U.S. Office of Personnel Management. A law permitting employee-incentive awards has been on the books since 1954 and began as a way to reward suggestions for new programs or significant accomplishments. As the decades passed, new bonus programs were put into place, ranging from overall- performance awards to those given for a single accomplishment, Ms. Colchao said. There are recruitment and retention bonuses and relocation bonuses." Still, "getting a bonus just for doing one's job seems to be the norm, said Thomas A. Schatz, the president of Citizens Against Government Waste, a Washington-based watchdog group. His concern isn't the method for awarding bonuses; it's the number of Education Department workers getting them each year. 'It's unlikely,' he said, 'in most organizations that two-thirds or so are doing above-average work.'" 

New Concerns Prompt The Development Of Counterterrorism, Homeland Security Courses. The New York Times (9/1, Hoffman) reports, "Motivated by the terror attacks of 9/11, colleges have rushed to create counterterrorism and homeland security courses, and thousands of students in New York and elsewhere are pursuing degrees in that area, making disaster one of the fastest-growing fields in academia. Drawn together under the unofficial banner of homeland security studies, these programs, which include undergraduate degrees as well as master's and doctoral programs, use an interdisciplinary approach, teaching students how to psychoanalyze terrorists, conduct crowd control and remain calm in front of reporters." And "over the last three years, nearly 100 private and state colleges have introduced programs in terrorism and emergency management. In New York City, both Metropolitan College, which changed its name from Audrey Cohen College in 2002, and John Jay College of Criminal Justice have introduced master's programs that specialize in terrorism and disaster management. New York University is putting together a certificate program focusing on homeland security. Other private and state colleges, from North Dakota State University in Fargo to George Washington University in Washington, have introduced doctorate programs in terrorism and emergency management." The Times adds that "this year, the Department of Homeland Security has doled out about $70 million in grant money to colleges and universities. With the agency's annual budget of $32 billion, there is the powerful lure of new jobs at state and local agencies, as well as corporations that benefit from its grants." 
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