Colleges Attempting To Welcome Minorities Without Encouraging Separation. The AP (9/2, Pope) reports that Connecticut's "Trinity goes out of its way to help freshmen from minority groups feel comfortable, inviting them to campus a few days early to try to foster a sense of community they can fall back on -- if needed -- throughout college. But Trinity, like many other schools, is walking a fine line: It wants to avoid encouraging the kind of separatism that often leads black and Hispanic students to sit apart from others in the cafeteria." And "as colleges around the country welcome freshmen, many organize activities -- like camping and community service trips -- to help students start college with at least a small group of friends they can build on. But there is also reluctance to emphasize particular groups over the broader community. Two years ago, Williams College in Massachusetts stopped bringing minorities and athletes to campus early. There are still some orientation events for minorities, but all students go through much the same program, designed to introduce them to neighbors and to the broader class." At issue is the fact that "nationally, 63 percent of students at four-year colleges complete their degrees, but only 46 percent of blacks and 47 percent of Latinos do, according to a recent report by The Education Trust, a Washington-based nonprofit organization. At Trinity those rates are considerably better -- 76 percent for black students and 83 percent for Hispanics, while the rate for all students is 88 percent." Also, "social segregation is an issue here. The most recent Princeton Review survey of students at 357 colleges ranked Trinity at the top of a survey of schools where campus life features 'Little Race/Class Interaction.'" 
Alabama Community College Receives Strengthening Institutions Grant. The Decatur (AL) Daily (9/2, Hughes) reports, "Calhoun Community College is receiving a $1.8 million grant through the U.S. Department of Education's Title III Strengthening Institutions Program. The school will receive $365,000 per year over a five-year period, beginning Oct. 1. Funding from the grant will be used to increase student success at the college through academics and student services. Calhoun President Marilyn Beck said there were more than 300 applications for the money. The academic component will improve student success, retention and satisfaction through the redesign of large enrollment courses such as English, math and history. Instructors in these courses have a common syllabus, but content will be less flexible so it's more consistent." And "the services component will support greater student success through the creation of a 'virtual college' environment, providing a full-range of student and academic support services completely online." 
Connecticut College Wins Title III Grant. The New Britain (CT) Herald (9/2, Whipple) reports, "Calling a $1.8 million federal education grant 'a major victory for Tunxis and Connecticut's educational system,' Cathryn Addy, Ph.D., president of Tunxis Community College said, 'Securing these funds was a case study in perseverance and teamwork ranging from Farmington, Conn. to Washington, D.C.' Addy said she was grateful for the 'tenacious efforts' of U.S. Rep. Nancy Johnson (R-5th District) to champion the application. The U.S. Department of Education grant will help Tunxis improve student achievement both before and after graduation. Tunxis will receive $1,821,675 over the next five years through the U.S. Department of Education Strengthen Institutions grant program. The college will receive $364,280 in the next fiscal year, some time after Oct. 1. Tunxis' current operating budget is just over $22 million. The grant will allow Tunxis to create an Office of Institutional Effectiveness." And "'This is the second Title III grant we've had,' said Addy. 'In previous years, we lost out on this project because of a tie-breaker. We scored well enough to get the grant, but lost.' Tunxis' previous experience with Title III gave the college a jump start in technology and helped it develop online educational offerings." 
Kentucky Community College Wins $1.6 Million USED Grant. The Kentucky Post (9/1) reported, "Gateway Community and Technical College has been awarded a $1.6 million grant from the U.S. Department of Education. The 'strengthening institutions program' grant will be given over a five-year period. The college expects to receive its first installment of $333,000 on Oct. 1." And "Gateway President Edward Hughes said the grant is another example of the college seeking funding from outside the state of Kentucky to fulfill a mission mandated by the state." 
Texas College Wins $1.7 Million USED Grant. The Galveston County Daily News (9/2) reports, "College of the Mainland was awarded a five-year, $1.7 million grant from the U.S. Department of Education. COM was one of three colleges in Texas to secure a Title III grant. Administrators say the grant will allow the college to increase retention and success rates for students enrolled in its developmental courses." 
Madison Daily Leader Says US Grant For South Dakota College Will Be Big Help. Will Jon M. Hunter writes in a column for the Madison (SD) Daily Leader (9/2) "A new five-year grant will be given to Dakota State University by the U.S. Department of Education, and it's a great resource at the perfect time. The grant will provide about $1.8 million over the next five years. At a small institution like DSU, that's a lot of money. The money will be used to develop an improved student support system, designed to better track students' progress, and assist in designing tutoring programs and other student success methods." And "the support system will help boost retention at the university, a key initiative of president Douglas Knowlton and other university leaders. While outsiders may think of retention as 'holding on to students,' the better way to think of it is improving students' chances of success. If a student is doing poorly in school and having bad experiences at school, that student won't be back. But if a student has trouble and can get quick attention, everybody wins." 
University Of Northern Texas May Deepen Collaboration With Community College. The Dallas Morning News  (9/2, Jackson) reports, "The University of North Texas may hold classes again at the local community college to help more students make the jump to a four-year education. UNT System Chancellor Lee Jackson told the system's Board of Regents last week that administrators would study the possibility of moving into one of the Collin County Community College campuses. 'Given the growth at the campuses at the community college district and the large number of them who go on to pursue degrees at UNT, we feel that there is an opportunity for us to partner,' Mr. Jackson said Tuesday. Community college President Cary Israel said such an arrangement would benefit students who plan to transfer from the community college to UNT. By offering UNT courses, the college would provide the students easier access to the four-year school. It could also ensure that they graduate in four years, which would save them money." And "the schools already have an academic partnership, which they formed in 2000. UNT was the first of five four-year schools to join the college in a dual admissions program for students. Under the agreements, students enroll at the four-year institution while they attend classes at the community college. They're required to take a prescribed set of courses and maintain good grades. If they do so, they are allowed automatic admission to the four-year school." But "Mr. Jackson said the new incarnation could be broader and include courses that lead to degrees. 'This fall we are simply going to go through the degree programs to see what would work,' he said." 

GEAR-UP Grant Attempts To Prepare Low-Income Students For College. The Newport (AR) Independent (9/2, Thompson) reports, "GEAR-UP, which stands for Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs, is a U.S. Department of Education funded discretionary grant program designed to help and prepare students of low-income to enter post-secondary education, beginning with grade four and continuing through grade 12. Each year the GEAR-UP program has grown to include more students in more grade levels. 'It's about a three million dollar federal grant,' said Ronnie Kay Erwin, GEAR-UP director. 'The first year it was started for fourth through seventh grade. Then the next year it was fourth through eighth and then fourth through ninth and so on. This year it was supposed to be fourth through 11th. Kris Penix (GEAR-UP coordinator) asked Washington if we could go ahead and have 11th and 12th grade. To have it go all the way through 12th grade would be easier to administer. They said that was perfectly fine.' GEAR-UP is unique from other initiatives in that it employs partners that are committed to serving and accelerating the academic achievement of students through their high school graduation." 

NYC's Klein Challenges Education Colleges To Run Failing Schools. The New York Daily News (9/2, Williams) reports, "Chancellor Joel Klein is daring ivory tower eggheads to take on the tough task of running some of the worst schools in the city, an E-mail obtained by the Daily News revealed yesterday. 'I have urged schools of education literally to take responsibility for running some of our failing schools to show that they can turn these schools around,' Klein wrote in an E-mail to principals. Klein also said he's sick of education school grads who can't run a real-world classroom. 'The simple truth is that ... the training in our ed schools is not aligned with the needs of teachers who will become responsible for the challenges of urban education,' Klein wrote." And "Klein spokeswoman Michele McManus said improving teacher education is a 'critical priority' for the chancellor. About 6,000 of the city's 90,000 teachers are new this year." But "while Klein isn't the first chancellor to talk about reforming the teacher education system, he's the first to ask universities to step in and actually take over failing schools. At least one education school may be rising to the challenge. Mary Brabeck, dean of New York University's Steinhardt School of Education, confirmed there have been talks with the city and said taking on a 'hard-to-staff school is something we're totally open to.' A spokeswoman for Teachers College at Columbia University was unsure whether the prestigious school was in talks with the city. Representatives of other major education schools in the city -- Bank Street, Fordham, Long Island University and the City University of New York -- could not be reached for comment."

Seniors At Mississippi High School Volunteer For Online AP Classes. The Natchez (MS) Democrat (9/2, Finley) reports, "The easy way out is not something with which a group of Natchez High seniors are familiar. A little fewer than a dozen 12th-graders volunteered for more work in the year that is supposed to be set aside for rest and relaxation. Those students are the first set at the school to participate in online advanced placement courses. Online AP classes were made available to the district by the state for the first time this year and Natchez High was willing to jump on board, Principal James Loftin said. This year NHS is offering four courses, English, government, physics and psychology." For the classes "students can access the class Web site from any computer and must meet deadlines for assignments. A teacher, either here or elsewhere in the state, is assigned to grade the work. Several of the students enrolled in the online courses are also a part of a dual-enrollment senior English class with Copiah-Lincoln Community College. These students will automatically receive six hours of college credit upon passing the course." 
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REPORT RECOMMENDS STEPS TO ENSURE COLLEGE RETENTION, COMPLETION FOR LOW-INCOME STUDENTS

The federal government, states, and colleges can all take steps to help improve college retention and graduation rates for low-income students, according to a new report.  The report, “Student Retention and Graduation: Facing the Truth, Living with the Consequences,” examines who goes to college and who graduates. The author of the report, Vincent Tinto, professor at Syracuse University and

Pell Institute senior scholar, makes several recommendations to increaseretention and graduation rates, including, enhancing transfer programs,increasing student aid, and a greater partnership between the government and states.  The report, released by the Pell Institute for the Study of Opportunity in Higher Education, is available at

http://www.pellinstitute.org/tinto/TintoOPReleaseaugust04.doc 

