Career Education Corp Confirms It Is Under Investigation For Falsifying Records. CBS MarketWatch (9/2) reports, "Career Education Corp. (CECO) confirmed Thursday it was advised that the Department of Justice is conducting an investigation concerning the company. The company made its inquiry to the Justice Department following published reports of an investigation. The company said it was not provided with any information on the focus of the investigation and cannot comment further at this time. On August 25, the Financial Times reported that investigators are looking into allegations that the Chicago-based company's schools have falsified student records to obtain more student loan funding from the U.S. Department of Education, and want to know how the company records bad debt expenses. The investigation also involves compensation of school executives and admissions officers, the FT reported." 

New Jersey Community College Receives Title III Grant. Today's Sunbeam (NJ) (9/2, Graber) reports, "Salem Community College will receive a $1.7 million grant for educational improvements from the U.S. Department of Education, officials said Wednesday. U.S. Rep. Frank A. LoBiondo, R-2nd Dist., said the $1.7 million grant will be awarded to improve and strengthen academics at SCC. The grant was funded through the U.S. Department of Education's Strengthening Institutions Program. The $1.7 million will be paid to the college, based in Carneys Point Township, over a five-year period. SCC is set to receive the first installment amount of $344,376 this October. The college plans to use the funds to enhance pre-college courses, such as English and math. The enhancement is planned to keep students on the path to their associate's degree." And "Bill Clark, director of public relations at SCC, said the college has been planning on ways to build remedial course material. He said with the grant, the college is able to excel in this area. In a prepared statement, President of Salem Community College said the grant will enable the college to accelerate their goal to attain students and pave the way for greater student success." 
Penn State American Indian Leadership Program Wins $1 Million Grant. The Penn State Digital Collegian  (9/3, Karaszkiewicz) reports, "A $1 million grant awarded last month to the College of Education will allow its American Indian Leadership Program (AILP) to train American Indian students who wish to become principals. The three-year grant, presented by U.S. Deputy Secretary of Education Eugene Hickok, will fund a two-year program that will prepare eight American Indian and Alaskan natives to obtain their master's degrees in educational leadership, said education professor John W. Tippeconnic, AILP director. Students will go on to become principals in schools with a large percentage of American Indian students throughout the country. Tippeconnic said there have been no applicants for the grant thus far, but candidates would most likely be chosen by December." 
Texas Community College Awarded $2.5 Million NSF Grant. The Dallas Morning News (9/3, Jackson) reports, "The county's community college has been awarded a $2.5 million grant - the largest in the school's history - to develop a technology curriculum and train instructors. The program would be designed to train technicians who could, for instance, set up systems to help families make better use of their computers, handheld personal digital assistants, telephones and other technologies, said Ann Beheler, dean of engineering technology at Collin County Community College. 'Given today's home technology, a technician is going to need to know how to integrate all of these devices,' Ms. Beheler said. The grant, awarded recently by the National Science Foundation, covers four years, said college President Cary Israel." And "training would take place in the college's technology 'convergence lab' at the Preston Ridge campus in Frisco, Ms. Beheler said. Administrators hope to have some training available as soon as January, she said." 
Indiana Governor Kernan Proposes Limit On Tuition Increase For State Schools. WTHR.com (IN) (9/2) reports, "Governor Joe Kernan proposes a limit on tuition increases at Indiana's public colleges and universities for the 2005-2006 school year. He says the maximum jump should be no more than four percent. 'We have too many families, too many students that are having to make difficult decisions about whether they can go to college at all or not. And while we have world class universities here that we want to maintain and we want to keep, we also have to make sure college is affordable for those students.' Back in March, the governor made the same proposal for this school year. All seven institutions abided by his request." 
Prepaid Tuition Enrollment Opens In Michigan. The AP (9/3, Bailey) reports, "Enrollment in one of the state's college savings plans opened Wednesday, giving parents the chance to prepay their children's college tuition with a Michigan Education Trust contract." And "tuition at Michigan's 15 public universities has jumped an average 10 percent in each of the past three years when budget troubles kept the state from giving universities healthy funding increases. The increasing cost of tuition and softer investment returns due to the slow market forced the state in 2003 to increase the cost of a MET contract by an average 18 percent to $6,772 from the previous year, said Terry Stanton, spokesman for the state treasury department. This year's 3.8 percent increase for a full-benefit MET contract can be attributed to universities keeping tuition increases to the rate of inflation and a transfer of some of the money left over from the original MET offering in 1988, Treasurer Jay Rising said." 

Minority Students Improve SAT Scores In New Mexico, Closing Achievement Gap. The Santa Fe New Mexican  (9/2, Brown) reports, "New Mexico's college-bound students performed higher than the national average on the SAT again this year, and scores also increased for the state's blacks and American Indians, narrowing the achievement gap. 'This growth is extremely encouraging,' said state Education Secretary Veronica Garcia. 'We must continue this momentum and not rest until the achievement gap is eliminated. All students can achieve at high levels.'" Also, "Garcia said she attributes the score increases to advanced-placement classes in high schools and higher expectations from students and educators. Ruth Williams, state Education Department spokeswoman, said New Mexico students have scored above the national average on the SAT since at least 2000." And "American Indian students had the most to cheer about in New Mexico this year. Their verbal scores increased 46 points to 475 and their math scores increased 68 points to 487 -- a five-year high for both scores." 
Wilmington News Journal Says State's SAT Participation Is Good, Scores Are Not. The Wilmington (DE) News Journal  (9/3) editorializes, "Delaware's SAT participation rate of 73 percent puts it among 23 states where more than 50 percent of students take the college admission test. That's not all good news. While that participation puts Delaware in the top 10 nationally, the state's performance compared to these states is dismal. It's dead last." And "more black and Latino students are taking the test, which is a good thing. But they are not faring well. The scores of these minority students were either flat or down compared to last year. One good sign is the dramatic increase in students taking the PSAT test, the SAT's precursor, in their sophomore and junior years -- up 152.7 percent and 38.8 percent respectively. Educators should encourage participation then. The early tests give some indication of students' strengths and weaknesses, which can help improve instruction and study habits before the SAT itself." 
Wilmington News Journal Says State SAT Scores Are Low, But Schools Should Work On Improving Results On All Tests. The Wilmington News Journal  (9/3) editorializes, "There may be more than one message in the disturbing news about Delaware public school students' sagging SAT scores. Clearly school reforms are not having their desired effect at the high school level. But state tests have already made that known. SATs are designed to predict how well a high school student will perform in college. One can argue the validity of that assumption, but the SAT is one of two tests most colleges use for admission. SAT test takers are self-selected; they have decision to apply for college entrance. Delaware has a greater percentage of students who want to take the SAT than do most other states. That speaks well for local schools that encourage students to continue their education." And "this situation could correct itself if educational reforms persuade more students to opt for tougher courses earlier in middle and high schools. While national and regional comparisons make headlines, the real test of how well Delaware public school students are doing is the state's own annual assessment. For high school students, results of the Delaware State Testing Program are mixed. Math and science attainment are still poor." But "if Delaware concentrates on improving high school academics, SAT and DSTP results will improve too." 
Washoe County, Nevada SAT Scores Drop. The Reno Gazette-Journal (9/3, Hagar) reports, "Scores on the Scholastic Aptitude Test for Washoe County college-bound students in 2004 dropped slightly from 2003, school officials said Thursday. Yet officials predict that scores might jump in 2005, when students eligible for the test will be the first who have been required to take the Preliminary SAT in their sophomore years. 'We certainly hope that is the case,' interim Superintendent Paul Dugan said. 'That is why we are having the mandatory PSAT. The more you take that test, the better chances that you are going to improve.'" 
Texas SAT Scores Behind National Average, Fort Worth Scores On Downward Trend. The Fort Worth Star Telegram  (9/3, Garza) reports, "More high school seniors took the SAT college entrance exam in 2004 than ever before, although average scores varied widely from the national down to the local level. Texas students' average score of 992 was below the national average of 1,026 this year. Only a few of Tarrant County's outlying school districts reached beyond the national average. The College Board, the agency that administers the SAT, released national and state results for the class of 2004 Tuesday, and many local districts released their scores Wednesday." And "although Fort Worth schools' score rose by 4 points in the math section to 469 and 2 points in the verbal section to 462 this year, the combined math and verbal score of 931 remained well below state and national averages. Since 1996, Fort Worth's scores have vacillated but followed a downward trend.
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