Bush Would Provide More Money For Community Colleges, Ease Rules On For-Profits. The Chronicle of Higher Education  (9/7, Burd) reports, "More details emerged late last week of President Bush's plans for higher education if he wins a second term. Among other things, he would ask Congress to provide additional money to community colleges and to relax certain rules that for-profit colleges must follow to participate in the federal student-aid programs. Advocates for community and proprietary colleges applauded President Bush for recognizing the importance of their institutions. But other college lobbyists and key Democratic lawmakers said that the president's proposals would do little to help financially needy students attend college. The critics also complained that the proposed changes for proprietary institutions could expose the government's student-aid programs to fraud and abuse.

Report Calls For Immediate USED Action On Student Loan Interest Subsidies. The Los Angeles Times  (9/6, Kristof) reports, "Students who need help paying college tuition bills this fall can get a federally subsidized loan that charges 3.37% interest -- not a bad deal. The deal can be even better for lenders. The government guarantees some of them a 9.5% interest rate for the student loans they issue, no matter what rates the lenders themselves are charging. The difference, and therefore the federal subsidy, can be 6 percentage points." And "education advocates have been attacking the system for years, to no avail. Their cause could be helped by a new report that says the number of loans covered by the 9.5% subsidy is growing at a rapid clip as some lenders aggressively exploit what critics call a loophole in the law. The report by the Institute for College Access and Success Inc., a nonprofit education research organization, says there are $17.5 billion of the 9.5% loans outstanding, up from $12 billion at the end of 2002 and from $10 billion in 1998." Also, "the report by the Institute for College Access and Success urges the Department of Education to take steps immediately to close the loophole, which the report conceded may require emergency action by Congress. A delay of even six months could cost the government an additional $2.8 billion in interest payments to lenders, over the $6 billion that it's already committed to spend. Sally Stroup, assistant secretary for the office of post-secondary education at the department, said immediate action was out of the question because of the need to publish the proposed rule and await public comment, a process that can take two years." Stroup said, "'We are taking a lot of criticism about not doing this on our own... But the way the process works normally takes two years anyway. We thought the Higher Education Act would be passed by then. Now they're beating us up because that has not happened.'" 
Oregon Student Assistance Commission Will Shut Down Due To Lack Of Federal Reimbursements. The Register-Guard (OR) (9/6, Bolt) reports, "The Oregon Student Assistance Commission plans to stop guaranteeing student loans and will turn its portfolio of existing loans over to a private company or to the federal government, which could mean the loss of as many as 50 jobs in Eugene. The state agency is being forced out of the student loan business by falling federal reimbursements and competition from private loan guarantors and the federal direct lending program. Its loan volume is no longer large enough to generate the revenue needed to keep its loan guarantee program afloat, officials said. The move will not affect students at the state's largest schools -- including the University of Oregon, Oregon State University and Lane Community College -- because those schools handle their student loans through the direct lending program, thereby bypassing loan guarantors." And "the commission is now talking with the state Department of Justice to find out what it can legally do with its existing loan portfolio. One option is simply to turn the portfolio over to the U.S. Department of Education. 'That's not the most ideal solution, but it's doable,' said Shelley Turner, OSAC's interim director. 'It would be nice if it could go to an agency that can pay attention to the state of Oregon, as we have for the past 30 years.'" 
More Federal Grants Announced. U Of Louisville Wins USED Grant To Train Teachers Of ESL Students. The Louisville Courier Journal (9/7, Kenning) reports, "North Oldham Middle School teacher Vickie Wheatley is a 20-year classroom veteran, but she struggled last year to teach a seventh-grader from Mexico who spoke little English. She borrowed elementary audio books from teacher friends and made word cards with pictures. Yet she had little to guide her efforts -- and no idea if the boy was learning anything but survival English." And "University of Louisville education professor Ellen McIntyre said such concerns are growing -- regular classroom teachers, even veterans, are increasingly finding themselves coping with limited-English students they don't know how to reach. In response, McIntyre and a colleague recently applied for and won a $415,504 grant from the U.S. Department of Education to train 60 teachers this academic year in Jefferson and Shelby county public schools. Both counties have fast-growing Hispanic and limited-English populations." McIntyre "said that while demand has been building, the need was underscored by a report last year in The Courier-Journal examining the impact of a Kentucky Hispanic student population that had nearly doubled in five years to about 6,700. That helped triple English as a Second Language classes statewide." 
Dakota State University Receives Grant To Recruit And Retain Students. The AP  (9/6) reports, "Dakota State University has received a five-year grant to help recruit and retain students. The Madison school will receive about $365,000 a year through the grant from the U.S. Department of Education. 'We are so excited,' said Ethelle Bean, who worked on the grant. Some of the money will help upgrade the university's data collection system to improve student tracking capabilities, DSU officials said. They said the grant will also be used to redesign tutoring programs and basic education programs to help students realize success at college." 
Tribal College In South Dakota Receives Federal Funding To Build Library. The Tulsa (OK) Native American Times (9/3) reports, "A tribal college will receive over half a million dollars to build a library. Si Tanka-Huron University is located in South Dakota, and at present has been awarded a total of $3.7 million in federal funding. South Dakota Senator Tom Daschle said the $587,960 grant is part of a federal look into which tribal colleges are under funded. The grants are designed to support the construction and renovation of tribal colleges facilities, and to provide for the purchase of science laboratory and computer equipment. Congress has given a total of $15.5 million in new grant funds." And "since fiscal year 2001, $60 million has been made available to tribal colleges in South Dakota and around the United States. In the three years for which funding awards have been made, the five tribal colleges in South Dakota have received $15 million for improvements on their campuses." 
North Carolina Community College Receives Title III Grant. The Charlotte Observer  (9/5) reports, "A Catawba Valley Community College effort to help more students succeed in their coursework, stay in class and graduate is getting a big boost from the federal government. CVCC will receive a grant worth more than $1.8 million -- $365,000 a year over five years -- from the U.S. Department of Education, school officials said. The grant is the largest the college has ever received, officials said. CVCC will use the money, part of the Title III grant program, to help with a five-year plan to boost retention and help students improve their performance. Title III grants help community colleges in becoming more self-sufficient by providing funds to improve and strengthen their academic quality and their institutional, management and fiscal stability, according to a news release from the office of U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Dole, R-N.C. The funds will help CVCC provide additional services to at least 20 percent more students and develop programs to help students stay in college and graduate, school officials said." 
Northern New York Community College Receives $1.8 Million. Buffalo Business First  (9/3) reports, "Niagara County Community College will receive more than $1.8 million over the next five years to keep students on path to graduate. The U.S. Department of Education has allocated the Title III funding for retention efforts aimed at students who are under prepared for college studies. NCCC officials said research has shown that graduation rates and retention rates for students dropped in correlation with the student's needs for foundation or remedial courses. The grant, totaling $1.825 million, will be used for new research, teaching techniques and technology applications. 'This three-step approach will ensure that students entering NCCC are advised and placed appropriately,' said James Klyczek, college president." 
Three HBCUs Receive HUD Grants, One Will Receive Grant For Civic Ed. The AP (9/3) reports, "Three historically black colleges each will receive $550,000 federal grants for housing projects and economic development. Allen University and Benedict College in Columbia and Claflin University in Orangeburg will receive the grants from the Department of Housing and Urban Development, U.S. Rep. Jim Clyburn announced Friday. The grants can be used for neighborhood revitalization, housing and economic development in communities with low-income residents. Claflin also will receive a $162,669 grant from the Education Department to learn how to teach civic education using the performing arts." 
Study Finds Latinos Finish College Less Frequently Than Anglo Counterparts. The AP (9/6, Wingett) reports that according to a new national study, 'Latino Youth Finishing College: The Role of Selective Pathways,' by the Pew Hispanic Cener, "Latinos do not graduate as often or as quickly as Anglo students and that many attend less-demanding schools that may impede their graduation track. Aware that some Latinos struggle to complete a degree program or to even stay in college, many schools such as Arizona State University and Phoenix College have developed counseling and peer programs to keep the students enrolled." And "keeping students enrolled can be an uphill battle. 'Many (Hispanic) families, especially first-generation-college families who do not have access to early child care or pre-kindergarten education, (are) starting out behind when they get here,' said Phoenix College President Corina Gardea, adding that it's hard for those students to catch up. 'When they graduate from high school, they're not reading at level. When they come to college, they have to start out at developmental college, which are not college-level courses.' The Pew study measured the quality of college outcomes for equally prepared high school youths of different racial and ethnic groups. The report is based on figures collected by the U.S. Department of Education over 12 years. The survey tracked the educational paths of 25,000 students from the time they were in eighth grade until 2000, when most were 26. 'Part of the reason Latinos are trailing is partly because of the colleges they choose,' said Richard Fry, Pew's senior research associate. 'Unfortunately, Latino students are picking schools that aren't successful at getting their students to graduate.'" 
College Admissions Increasingly Expected To Test Students' Writing Abilities. The Detroit News  (9/7, Feighan) reports, "Both the SAT and the ACT will have writing components next year, although the ACT's will be optional. The University of Michigan's recently revamped undergraduate application includes three essays and a fourth optional one. And MSU will require an essay as part of its application for admission next fall. The added emphasis on writing will pose a challenge for many college-bound students, experts say. Studies show roughly a quarter of incoming freshmen aren't prepared for writing at the collegiate level." And "according to a report by the National Center for Education Statistics, approximately 23 percent of students at two-year public colleges had to take remedial writing courses in 2000, the last year for which figures were available. But experts say there are a number of things students can do to improve, including brainstorming and revising during the writing process." 
Hawaii Colleges Hope For Resurgence In International Students Despite Strict Federal Rules. The Honolulu Advertiser (9/5, Creamer) reports, "Hawai'i colleges hope to see a small rebound in the number of foreign students this year despite federal rules that have stalled the processing of visas for international students since the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. A foreign student must apply to and be accepted by a U.S. college, after which the college sends the student an I-20 form signifying acceptance and starting the visa process." But "while universities across the country worry about a reverse brain drain of the best foreign applicants heading to countries with easier access, Hawai'i schools hope that enrollment declines will level off and there might even be some resurgence in numbers. They have recruited more heavily at home and on the Mainland to counteract the decline and have continued to recruit internationally to build for the future. Hawai'i schools have felt somewhat insulated from the effects of increased government scrutiny simply because foreign students in the 50th state are more likely to come from countries not regarded as high risk." 
Missouri Based Consortium Awards Fellowships To Minorities For Higher Education. The St. Louis Post-Dispatch (9/6, Stroud) reports, "Patricia 'Teesha' Hernandez stumbled on the Consortium for Graduate Study in Management nearly 20 years ago when she was looking for a way to finance her return to graduate school. Hernandez, who had been working for an insurance company in New York, applied for one of the consortium's fellowships 'thinking I would never get it.' When she did, 'I was on cloud nine,' Hernandez said. She earned a master's degree in business from the University of Wisconsin at Madison in 1987." And "the consortium, based in St. Louis, was the brainchild of the late Sterling H. Shoen, a business professor at Washington University who was dismayed at economic inequality and civil unrest in the 1960s. He believed education could be the key to getting African-American men into the upper ranks of American business management. In the beginning, the consortium provided fellowships only to African-American men. But the mission was broadened to include African-American women, then Hispanics and American Indians. The fellowships aren't available to Asians because they are well-represented in management ranks, said Peter Aranda, executive director of the consortium. The consortium has awarded fellowships to more than 5,000 men and women." 

Professor Says All Students Should Be Prepared For College. UCLA Professor Jeannie Oaks writes in an op-ed for the Atlanta Journal Constitution (9/7) "The start of another school year seems a good time to revisit the words of 19th century educator and reformer Horace Mann. It was his deepest belief that public education 'is a great equalizer' and that it is 'the balance wheel of the social machinery.' Today's growing disparity between the rich and the rest of us makes us question whether equality and balance remain at the heart of our democracy. The answer may lie in how we choose to respond to dramatic evidence of inequality in our college matriculation rates. For too long, traditional comprehensive high schools have served as sorting machines, deciding early on which few students are destined for college and funneling resources toward these predetermined 'best and brightest.' As a result, the majority of students, often those who need resources most, have been least likely to get them." But "preparing all students for college - not just the 'best' or those who can afford private tutors and after-school academic programs - has amazing results. I've seen it in my own work. When provided an environment where people care, expect a lot and offer support, kids will excel far beyond our wildest expectations."

Here is the link to all of today's news articles.

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
