Tuition Increases Said To Be Slowing. USA Today (9/8, Johnson) reports, "The price tag for college tuition is continuing to climb this year, but experts are predicting less sticker shock than in the past two years. A USA TODAY 50-state survey of 67 public flagship universities shows that although some schools, including Texas, North Dakota, Illinois, California and Kansas, will see double-digit increases, others are increasing tuition and fees by relatively small percentages. The average is 9%, which translates to $491. Last year, the average percentage increase was 14%." And "some schools are offsetting tuition increases by providing more financial aid, says Ken Redd of the National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators. But the aid isn't necessarily getting to those who need it most, says Pat Callan, president of the National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education." 
US Graduate Schools See Declining Applications From International Students. USA Today (9/8, Marklein) reports, "U.S. graduate schools this year saw a 28% decline in applications from international students and an 18% drop in admissions, a finding that some experts say threatens higher education's ability to maintain its reputation for offering high-quality programs. The sharp declines, based on responses from 126 institutions, were reported in a study released Tuesday by the Council of Graduate Schools, a Washington-based nonprofit. About 88% of those schools reported a decline in international applications; 12% saw an increase. Several factors contribute to the drops, council president Debra Stewart says. Those include changes to the visa application process after 9/11, a perception that the USA has grown less welcoming of foreigners and increased competition from universities abroad." 

Apollo Group Announces Settlement With USED. The Arizona Republic (9/8, Gilbertson) reports, "University of Phoenix parent Apollo Group Inc. on Tuesday said it has agreed to pay $14.2 million to settle two lingering government reviews centered on its compensation plans for admissions officers. The payouts to the U.S. Department of Education come on top of approximately $6 million the Phoenix-based company agreed to pay workers for unpaid overtime after two settlements with the U.S. Department of Labor this summer. Apollo executives maintain the payments announced Tuesday are financially insignificant for a business with annual sales approaching $2 billion. Todd Nelson, chairman and chief executive officer of Apollo, announced the latest regulatory settlements in a hastily called conference call with investors and Wall Street analysts after the stock market closed Tuesday. The company gave no hint of an imminent settlement on a conference call two weeks ago, saying a resolution was likely within a few months." And "a spokeswoman for the Education Department, which did not issue any statement or news release on the settlement, said she could not provide any details late Tuesday." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles.

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
The following two articles are from HEWI NewsLine:
STUDENT LOAN AGENCY FORCED TO ABANDON ITS STUDENT LOAN BUSINESS
“The Register Guard” reported that falling federal reimbursements and competition from private loan guarantors and federal direct lending pushed the Oregon Student Assistance Commission (OSAC) to quit guaranteeing student loans and give its existing loans to the federal government or a private company. Although OSAC’s loan volume increased from $179.9 million to $214.7 million in 10 years, there was not enough revenue to keep its loan guarantee program going. The reduction in revenue despite increase in loan volume was due to changes in the federal reimbursement system. Agencies like OSAC earn 0.4 percent of the principal of loans guaranteed instead of 1 percent of the gross dollars guaranteed. The agency hopes a private company would compensate them for the loss of the program instead of handing the program to the federal government. This compensation could be used for OSAC’s scholarship and grant programs. OSAC manages Oregon’s primary need-based financial aid program and more than 200 scholarships on behalf of private donors. For more information, visit http://www.registerguard.com/cgi-bin/printStory.py?name=b1.cr.osac.0906&date=20040906
ONLINE PETITION DRIVE AIMS TO MAINTAIN AND INCREASE COLLEGE TUITION TAX DEDUCTIONS
College Parents of America (CPA) has started a national petition drive asking Congress to extend the deduction for college tuition included in the 2001 tax bill.  The bill would expire Dec. 31, 2005 unless Congress extends the legislation. A $4,000 deduction for tuition and related expenses is available for joint filers who earn up to  $130,000. “We believe that all families with

children in college should be able to deduct annual tuition costs of up to $10,600, which is the current average cost of a four-year public education,” College Parents of America President, James A. Boyle said in a press release. CPA, the membership organization that advocates for current and future college parents, plans on submitting the signatures to Congress by Oct. 19, 2004. For more information visit www.collegeparents.org.
