Denver College Wins Grant To Train School Teachers. The Rocky Mountain News (9/9) reports in its "Briefing", "Metropolitan State College of Denver will train high school teachers for Denver Public Schools through a $9.5 million federal grant. The U.S. Department of Education awarded the grant jointly to the school district and the college. The funds are the largest federal grant in the college's history, Metro State interim President Ray Kieft said Wednesday. Over the next five years, several hundred new and existing teachers will undergo the training, starting in October, Kieft said." 
New York Community College Receives $1.8 Million Title III Grant. Mid-Hudson (NY) News (9/8) reports, "Sullivan County Community College has been awarded a five-year, $1.8 million development grant from the U.S. Department of Education. The grant is issued under the Strengthening Institutions Program that is authorized under Title III, Part A of the Higher Education Act of 1965. SCCC was selected as one of 53 institutions to receive this grant out of the pool of 260 eligible applicants. The cut-off score for funding was 96 points out of a possible hundred. SCCC received a score of 99.7 for its application. SCCC President Dr. Mamie Howard Golladay said the grant provides funding for services dedicated to student success." And "in its application, SCCC said it would use its development grant to target three areas: student retention rates, faculty development and academic assistance for at-risk students." 
Federal Grant To Enable North Dakota State To Offer Online Programs. The Fargo Forum (9/9, Nowatzki) reports, "The North Dakota State College of Science is extending its academic reach, thanks to a major federal grant. College officials announced Wednesday the Wahpeton campus will receive an initial one-year, $365,000 grant from the U.S. Department of Education starting Oct. 1. The department anticipates the grant will continue for five years, bringing the total to more than $1.8 million. U.S. Sen. Kent Conrad gave the college early notice of the award last week. It was confirmed Tuesday by Hubert Davis, director of the federal Institutional Development and Undergraduate Education Service. The grant will fund a college proposal titled, 'Increasing Access to Unique and High-Cost Programs Across a Remote Geographical Area.' The project aims to make five academic options available through distance delivery methods such as off-site instruction, Internet-based classes and interactive video networks. The first of those options, architectural drafting and estimating technology, offered two online classes this summer as a pilot project." 
Federal Grants Renewed For Ohio Community College. The Cincinnati Business Courier (9/8) reports, "The federal government has renewed two grants to Cincinnati State Technical and Community College totaling more than $464,000. About $260,000 of that will go to the college's Student Support Services Office for the second year of a four-year Upward Bound program. About 50 students from Withrow University High School, the Zoo Academy and the East End Community Heritage School participate in the U.S. Department of Education program. The remaining grant money will go to fund the third year of a five-year program to operate an Educational Opportunity Center at the college. The center helps low-income residents of 10 communities in Hamilton County further their education." 
Rhode Island College Professor Involved In Free Speech Controversy. The Rhode Island Anchor (9/9, Juskuv) reports, "Recent events at Rhode Island College have brought up the issue of free speech. The College has had to ask itself what constitutes free speech. When do words and opinions go beyond what is protected by the First Amendment and become something that needs to be punished? How can an atmosphere of free expression exist without violating the rights of others? What role does the school play in addressing grievances? Dr. Lisa Church, a tenured Professor of Accounting, has been accused of contributing to a hostile work environment. Friday was the deadline for Dr. Church to meet with Rhode Island officials about her handling of an incident that has been much in the news in recent days. At the present the school is doing 'fact finding' as it tries to determine what exactly has happened. What is known so far is that last February 19, a mother in RIC cooperative Pre-school engaged in private conversation with two mothers over the topic of welfare. Over the course of the conversation some remarks were made that offended the mother who has brought complaints against Dr. Church. The other mothers attempted to apologize later, but the mother decided to make a complaint to Dr. Church." Now "Dr. Church is being represented by Foundation for Individual Rights in Education (FIRE)." And "the teacher's union has taken a stand on the issue as well, stating in a letter that, 'Like many other members of the College Community, the Union is appalled that this issue has gotten this far.' They go on to say that the 'College should have supported Dr. Church and her efforts to resolve this matter constructively'." 
$100 Million Dollar Gift To University Of Michigan May Be Part Of National Trend. The New York Times (9/9, Winter) reports, "The University of Michigan has received its largest gift ever, $100 million, from a New York real estate magnate. The donor is Stephen M. Ross, the chairman of the Related Companies, which built the $1.7 billion Time Warner Center on Columbus Circle. Mr. Ross is now working to bring the Olympics to New York in 2012. Mr. Ross, a native of Detroit and a Michigan graduate, said he gave the money to establish what he hoped would become the nation's 'best business school,' anchored by an 'iconic, modern building' on Michigan's campus. The university described the gift as the largest ever given to a business school, giving ample reason for the school to bear Mr. Ross's name." And "Tufts University said Wednesday that it had also received its largest donation ever, $50 million from the Cummings Foundation, to support its veterinary school. The foundation was started by William and Joyce Cummings, a Massachusetts real estate developer and his wife. Some university officials cautioned against interpreting the two milestones as a sign that university fund-raising was particularly strong nationwide." Still, "some indicators show that gift-giving, including to colleges and universities, has gathered momentum this year. According to the Center on Philanthropy at Indiana University, the number of donations valued at $1 million or more rose to 351 in the second quarter of 2004, a 33 percent increase from the same period last year and a 35 percent increase from the first quarter of this year. More than half of those donations, moreover, supported higher education." 
Virginia Gov Says Reforming State Universities Will Be Top Priority. The Washington Times (9/9, Bellantoni, Lambro) reports, "Virginia Gov. Mark Warner yesterday said reforming the state university system will be a top priority as he finishes his term. Mr. Warner said he is considering proposals that would create charter status for some universities, a system that would save money for the state and the schools. 'The higher education debate is going to be a major focus,' the Democratic governor said during a luncheon with editors and reporters at The Washington Times. 'This is going to be a great and necessary discussion. ... This is going to be resolved next spring.'" And "the governor, who this year became chairman of the National Governors Association, also said he wants to work on reforming the senior year of high school, which he considers a 'wasted' year for many students. Today, he will present a plan that would offer college-bound seniors the ability to earn a full semester's worth of college credit while in high school. 'That's the equivalent of giving the parent a $5,000 voucher,' he said." The Times adds that "Mr. Warner, whose term ends in January 2006, said the final third of his administration will likely address transportation and health care issues, but higher education -- which he said is underfunded -- will be the key topic." 
Alliance Set Up In Virginia To Train More Minority Scientists And Researchers. The Richmond Times Dispatch (9/9, Smith) reports, "Five historically black colleges in Virginia and a community college have formed an alliance with Virginia Commonwealth University and the University of Nebraska Medical Center to train more minority scientists and researchers. Many of the schools have programs to promote minority student interest in the sciences. The alliance offers them a chance to pool resources and work together. Officials of the partner institutions met in Richmond yesterday to seal the agreement." And "a steering committee will be made up of senior officials from the schools. Students will intern and take classes at the partner institutions, and faculty will participate in faculty exchanges and jointly pursue research grants. A particular focus will be on pursuing research to eliminate minority health disparities." 

Sallie Mae Fund Sponsored Bus Tour Will Try To Steer Hispanic Students Towards College. The Los Angeles Times (9/9, Hayasaki) reports, "A nationwide bus tour kicked off Wednesday...near downtown Los Angeles to help [Hispanic] students...find college loans and scholarships. Sponsored by the Sallie Mae Fund, a nonprofit organization that aims to increase access to college, the tour will stop in 22 cities across the country during the next three months. Along the way, it will make available bilingual financial aid experts in more than 125 workshops geared toward helping Latino students and their families." And "the bus tour was inspired by results from a recent study commissioned by the fund and conducted by the Tomas Rivera Policy Institute at USC. It found that more than half of Latino parents and 43% of young Latino adults are not aware of a single source of financial aid. It also found that three out of four young adults not enrolled in college would have been more likely to attend if they had better information about financial aid." 

Graduate Admissions for Foreign Students Continue a Post-2001 Decline, Report Says

By JOHN GRAVOIS 

The number of foreign students granted admission to American graduate schools dropped by 18 percent from 2003 to 2004, according to a report released on Tuesday by the Council of Graduate Schools. 

The report, based on the second survey in a planned series of three, presents a new round of sobering data on the continuing downward trend in graduate admissions since the terror attacks of 2001. 

But the report also shows that graduate institutions are working to counteract the slide. About three-quarters of the 126 graduate schools that responded to the survey said that they had instituted policy changes designed to ease and encourage foreign admissions. 

The most recent study focused on offers of admission to foreign students for programs beginning this fall. The first study, released in February, collected information on applications, and the third, planned for release in October, will focus on actual enrollments. 

A report on the first study, released in February, noted that applications from foreign students for graduate programs beginning in fall 2004 had fallen by 32 percent since the previous year, and that the steepest declines were from countries and in fields traditionally associated with the highest enrollments (The Chronicle  February 26). 

The new report's findings mirror that trend. Admissions were down for students from China by 34 percent, from India by 19 percent, and from South Korea by 12 percent. 

By field, admissions to engineering programs dropped by 24 percent, to life-sciences and agriculture programs by 19 percent, and to programs in the physical and earth sciences by 17 percent. 

The overall ratio of applications to admissions, usually considered a measure of selectivity, dropped only slightly, the report said, suggesting that application pools, while shrinking, were still fairly strong. Some graduate schools, however, have responded to diminishing foreign applications by admitting fewer students. 

"They're balancing the twin needs of maintaining enrollment and also the important issue of maintaining selectivity," said Heath Brown, the graduate council's director of research and policy analysis. 

A number of factors -- chief among them the more-stringent immigration scrutiny of foreign students since 2001 -- are thought to have led to the decline. Graduate institutions abroad, too, have been competing aggressively to draw students who are apprehensive about pursuing higher education in America. 

Here is the link to today's news articles on connectED:

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
FEDNEWS ONLINE. 2004-2005 COMBINED FEDERAL CAMPAIGN KICKS OFF

The 2004-2005 Combined Federal Campaign recently kicked off on Sept. 1 and

will run through Dec. 15. 

The overseas CFC campaign will be conducted for six consecutive weeks from

Oct. 1 through Dec. 15. 

Exact dates and campaign goals are established in each geographic area by

the Local Federal Coordinating Committee and are available through the

installation CFC project officer. 

The CFC was established in 1961 and is the largest workplace charity

campaign in the country. This annual fall fund-raising drive allows nearly

four million federal employees and military personnel to contribute to

thousands of local and national non-profit. 

Last year, federal employees and military reached into their pockets to

donate nearly $250 million to the CFC. Contributions can be in cash, check

or by payroll deduction.

On average, one in four Federal employees or their dependents will benefit

from the CFC charities this year alone, according to officials. Donors may

designate which charity, or charities, receives their money by filling out a

pledge card. 

Local CFC project officers have more information. The CFC website is at

http://www.opm.gov/cfc. 

