Continuing Coverage Of College Affordability Study. Numerous newspapers covered the study's application to their state including responses from local officials. Among those covering this story were: the Fort Smith Times Record , Sacramento Bee , Atlanta Journal Constitution , Honolulu Star-Bulletin , Quad City Times , Kentucky Post , Portland Maine Press Herald, Newsday , Cincinnati Post , Daily Oklahoman , Oregonian , Providence Journal , Aberdeen American News , and the Barre Montpelier Times Argus . Obama Outlines Plan To Make College Affordable In Illinois. WTVO.com (IL) (9/15, Witlow) reports, "U.S. Senate candidate Barack Obama took on the issue of college affordability Wednesday in Rockford. Obama visited Rock Valley College where he outlined his plan to make getting a college education in Illinois more affordable by expanding the federal Pell Grant program. 'I propose to do this by restructuring the way our college loan system is set up, and more specifically, cutting out the subsidies these programs pay to banks and other private lenders,' says Obama. Obama is proposing an end to all federal loan programs that pay subsidies to banks and private lenders. Instead, all federal loan programs would come directly from the government." Obama "hopes to gain bipartisan support for his plan. 'My hope is that both the Republicans and Democrats who are in Congress are going to recognize, given how critical education is going to be in making sure that this nation is competitive, that all of us are going to have an interest in doing it,' says Obama." 


USA Today, Others Lament Lack Of College Affordability. USA Today  (9/16) editorializes, "No one disputes the value of a college diploma. Not only do college graduates earn $20,000 a year more than high school graduates, but they're more likely to find jobs in an increasingly demanding global economy. In fact, the continued success of the U.S. economy depends on ensuring that workers get the best possible education, corporate leaders and Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan have warned. That's why a report Wednesday that shows the country's commitment to higher education slipping is so disturbing." And "A few states scored well on the center's report card. Indiana and Massachusetts, for example, found money to boost financial aid for low-income students. But they are the exceptions. And the problem of college affordability is only getting worse. A 50-state USA TODAY survey published last week shows tuitions at flagship universities rising 9% this year. The report sends a warning to states, Washington and colleges to rethink their policies." USA Today says "everyone says college is a must today. The challenge is matching words with deeds. Tuition increases, budget cuts buck college-for-all trend." 
The Kansas City Star (9/16) editorializes, "A great deal of money and effort is spent to make sure America's schools prepare children for college. Most states are making good progress. Rising costs, however, have made it more difficult for students to enroll in colleges, or to complete their studies there. That's like preparing students to run a great race and then moving the finish line as they approach it. 'Ironic and discouraging,' is the apt description from the National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education." And the center's president said, "'Every state should re-examine college tuition and financial aid policies, and each should formally link future tuition increases to gains in family income.'" The Star says "that's a good starting point. State legislators should also acknowledge the benefits of affordable higher education for students, families and a region's economy. Colleges and universities have a responsibility to draft reasonable budgets. Lavish facilities and lauded programs mean little if students can't afford to use them." 
The Des Moines Register  (9/16) editorializes, "Iowans used to feel good about our state universities offering a great education and being affordable." But "that's been less true in recent years, and a new report gives Iowa a well-deserved 'F.'" 
University President Defends High Tuition. Arizona State University President Michael M. Crow writes in an op-ed for USA Today (9/15) "Arizona State University's overarching goal is to provide access to as many academically qualified students as possible, regardless of financial need. While it goes against logic, to accomplish this goal has meant implementing record-high tuition increases each year for the past two years. As imagined, this strategy was not met with overwhelming enthusiasm, particularly when Arizona's state constitution mandates keeping resident tuition 'as nearly free as possible.'" But "historically, ASU has been underfunded, and it will not rise to the level of world-class status without adequate funding. We can't ignore any revenue sources, including the investment students make in their portion of the cost of higher education. This year, we implemented another significant tuition increase and, again, increased financial aid to protect our low-income students. Even with these record tuition increases, ASU remains one of the highest-quality and lowest-cost institutions in the nation." 
Most Profitable Majors Shifting With Job Market. The Washington Post  (9/16, Regan) reports, "Research by professors at Northeastern University in Boston shows that a college student's major is more important than what college they attend in determining their starting salary upon graduation. Yet with employment patterns shifting much faster than in the past, choosing a major based on what jobs will be in demand a few years down the road is a tricky endeavor. 'In the last three years, because of the economic recession, the labor market hasn't really signaled what I ought to be studying in college,' said economist Paul Harrington, the lead author of the Northeastern study. With neither wages nor the job market really growing much, 'it's hard to figure out in the short run what's going to work for me, what my major should be.' The most obvious recent trend is a retreat from computer science studies, which was a hot area in the 1990s before the tech bubble burst and companies began offshoring programmers' jobs. What emerged as one substitute is actually one of the older -- and decidedly unexciting -- standbys: accounting." Also, "at a time when Donald Trump is a poster boy for reality TV, entrepreneurship has become a popular major. A 1970 survey found only 16 college courses on the topic, according to Maria Anton, executive editor of Entrepreneur magazine. ast year, 825 colleges offered entrepreneurship classes, she said." 
Vermont Has Lowest Student Loan Default Rate. The AP (9/15) reports, "The Vermont Student Assistance Corporation has the lowest default rate in the country. That's according to figures from fiscal year 2002 released by the U-S Department of Education. Vermont's one percent default rate compares to a national rate of five-point-two percent, which is also an all-time low. U-S Secretary of Education Rod Paige says historically low interest rates and a focus among lenders on debt repayment have contributed to the low national default rate. V-SAC President Don Vickers says Vermont students taking out loans from VSAC tend to complete their education, which makes loan repayment easier. But he says defaults could become a problem as student and parent debt continues to rise." 
Internal E-Mails Corroborate Charges Against University Of Phoenix. The Arizona Republic  (9/15, Gilbertson) reports, "The University of Phoenix disputes the government's portrait that it sells education with the zeal of a hard-charging telemarketer, but recent memos to recruiters reveal tactics similar to those recently cited by federal regulators. Internal e-mail obtained by The Arizona Republic suggests a big push to enroll students this summer, especially last month as the fiscal year drew to a close for the school's publicly traded parent company, Apollo Group Inc. 'Close those students' was a common refrain. One e-mail from Aug. 13 reminds a team of recruiters that August is winding down and that it is poised for an enrollment boom." And "the contents are noteworthy because the company recently came under government scrutiny over federal financial-aid laws forbidding paying recruiters solely based on enrollments. A critical report detailed what the government described as corporate culture overly focused on boosting enrollment. The company settled the issue with the U.S. Department of Education last week for a record $9.8 million fine. The enrollment push also suggests the effort it takes to sustain the legendary growth that has made Apollo a Wall Street dynamo. Student enrollment at the Phoenix-based school now tops 200,000." 
California Community College Board Opposes Its Elimination. The San Francisco Business Times  (9/15, Mullins) reports, "The board that runs California's community colleges has come out against a proposal to eliminate the board and have the school system run by the state Secretary of Education. The California Community Colleges Board of Governors voted unanimously Tuesday for a resolution opposing one of the recommendations in the California Performance Review (CPR), a report with 1,200 recommendations to streamline state government. Eliminating the board and the office of the chancellor, and putting the community colleges under the authority of the Secretary of Education, would deprive the system of its autonomy, the resolution stated." And "under the authority of the Secretary of Education, the community college system would be more influenced by politics than it is now as an independent system, said Catherine Unger, board president." 
Georgia African Studies Consortium Courses To Be Offered In Spring. The Columbus (GA) Ledger-Enquirer (9/15) reports, "Columbus State University, Georgia Southern University and the University of Georgia are leading a new University System of Georgia African studies consortium. The consortium, to be developed during the next three years, will reinforce CSU's newly-established Certificate of African Studies Program. CSU sociology professor Florence Wakoko-Studstill is directing CSU's role in the consortium. Funded by a $364,818 U.S. Department of Education grant, faculty at CSU, Georgia Southern University and the University of Georgia are designing an African studies curriculum to serve all other established or emerging USG African studies programs, which collectively are called the Africa Council." And "the initial CSU-based courses for the consortium, scheduled to be offered this spring, will include a Swahili language course." 
Harvard Endowment Makes Large Gains. The New York Times (9/16, Arenson) reports, "Harvard's giant endowment, by far the largest of any university's, grew further in the last fiscal year, reaching $22.6 billion by June 30 with the help of a 21.1 percent return on its investments, the Harvard Management Company says. In June 2003, by comparison, the endowment was at $19.3 billion. Although many universities have not reported their final investment returns for the fiscal year ended in June, Harvard's are expected to be among the highest." But "It is too early to say whether the strong results at Harvard will quiet any of the criticism that it pays its money managers too much. Last year Harvard reported that two of them had earned about $35 million each in the previous fiscal year and that Mr. Meyer had earned $6.9 million. Some Harvard alumni have said they will withhold contributions to the university if the compensation plan is not changed, and Harvard officials have said they will study the issue. At other top universities, money managers rarely earn as much as $1 million." 
US Grant To New Jersey Community College To Allow For Immediate Changes. Today's Sunbeam (NJ) (9/15, Graber) reports, "Salem Community College faculty members announced plans for the $1.7 million Department of Education grant at the Board of Trustees meeting Thursday. Dr. Peter B. Contini, the college president, said the grant will allow the college to make immediate changes to curriculum and staff that would have been made incrementally. 'We're no longer going to be talking about planning,' he said. 'We're doing it.' Of 260 applicants, 53 colleges received the Institutional Strengthening grant. Contini said this was the second time SCC applied for the grant. The college is set to receive $344,376 each year for the next five years." 
$100 Million Dollar Gift To Brown Will Help Needy Students. The AP (9/16) reports, "Brown University has received a $100 million gift from a liquor importer for its financial aid program, allowing the Ivy League school to offer its neediest students outright grants instead of loans. The gift is the largest single donation in Brown's 240-year history." And "the donation comes from Sidney Frank, who attended Brown for one year as a member of the Class of 1942. Frank said he was too poor to complete his education, and wanted to help other students get their degrees." The AP adds that "currently, the neediest Brown students must take out between $9,000 and $15,000 in loans. Starting next fall, 130 entering students will be designated Sidney E. Frank Scholars and will not face the loan requirement." 
Vanderbilt Tops $1 Billion In Fundraising Campaign. The Tennessean (9/16, Cass) reports, "Vanderbilt University will announce today that it has crossed the $1 billion threshold in its $1.25 billion fund-raising campaign. Officials say that makes the Nashville school the first organization in Tennessee history to raise that much money in gifts and pledges at one time, dwarfing Vanderbilt's previous top effort of $560 million in the early 1990s." 
Virginia Colleges To Take More AP Credits. The Washington Post  (9/16, Helderman) reports, "Students in Virginia will find it easier to collect college credit before graduating from high school because of an agreement signed yesterday by representatives of 63 of the state's public and private universities and community colleges. High school students could bank up to 13 credit hours -- the equivalent of one semester's worth of courses -- by taking accelerated classes in biology, psychology or U.S. history. The partnership, in the works for about a year and affirmed by college administrators at a ceremony in Richmond yesterday, guarantees that Virginia colleges will honor the credits high school students earn in Advanced Placement courses, the International Baccalaureate program or classes at local community colleges. Colleges began accepting the credits under the agreement this year. Shaving a semester off students' time in college could save families an average of $5,000 in tuition, said Gov. Mark R. Warner (D). The program also could help ease crowding expected at Virginia colleges and universities as the number of applicants increases each year." And "the Virginia agreement is one of several efforts nationwide to address the twin pressures of rising tuition and growing student enrollments, said Travis Reindl, a policy analyst for the American Association of State Colleges and Universities. He said cooperation among institutions to tackle the issues is a 'movement that's really hitting its stride.'" There are additional stories on this in the Virginian Pilot and the Richmond Times Dispatch . 
Houston Chronicle Says NPR Personality's Donation To TSU Will Better Students. The Houston Chronicle (9/16) editorializes, "Tavis Smiley's $1 million gift to Texas Southern University's School of Communications is a reminder that the best legacy is educating the next generation. To hear Tavis Smiley tell it -- in that inimitable, engaging voice -- the chance to give TSU a million dollars was a priceless opportunity. For him." And "the donation, which will be matched by an additional $1 million from the state, is especially timely because so many journalism programs in Texas suffer from severe anemia. Texas A&M, Texas Women's University and the University of Houston have all reduced or squelched their journalism departments because of budget shortfalls. Meanwhile, lack of racial and ethnic diversity in newsrooms and on mastheads continues to plague media outlets and trouble many of their customers. With one big check, Smiley has helped TSU attract talented media students who might otherwise have turned to other universities. He also enables ambitious low-income students to flourish in prestigious out-of-town internships, which are notoriously ill-paid and sometimes make journalism seem a career choice for the pampered." 
New York Times Columnist Says Colleges Cater To Parents Unable To Let Go Of Kids. Samuel G. Freedman writes in his education column for the New York Times (9/15) that "in an era when parents increasingly orchestrate their children's lives...nowhere more so than in the process of applying to college, the business of orientation for grown-ups is flourishing. Scores of institutions, from Utah State to Oberlin, from M.I.T. to Notre Dame to Wake Forest, offer some combination of practical information and virtual group therapy. At Wofford College, a Methodist school in Spartanburg, S.C., a minister cites biblical verses to reassure parents." And "while the parents of baby boomers may not have attended college, or stayed close to home at places like City College in New York or Loyola University in Chicago, the boomers consider themselves experienced experts, knowledgeable consumers. Still, one cannot escape the overarching sense that, for the parents who populate workshops...youth is too important to be left to the young. And the young, having grown accustomed to dependency, harbor profoundly mixed feelings about being let go. Sixty or 70 years ago, teenagers worked full time to support their Depression-era families and enlisted to battle fascism in a world war; now the question is whether to pick up the cellphone when Mom or Dad show up on caller ID." 

IN: Officials To Vote On Tying Core 40 To College Admission. The AP (9/16) reports, "Indiana students would have to take tougher classes in high school to gain admission into the state's four-year universities if state officials approve the idea. Members of the governor's Education Roundtable suggested Tuesday state financial aid and admission to Indiana, Purdue, Ball State or Indiana State universities be contingent on students earning a Core 40 diploma. The panel, which is led by Gov. Joe Kernan and state Superintendent of Public Instruction Suellen Reed, is expected to vote on the proposal next month. Core 40 requires students to chart a more focused academic plan including tougher math and science classes." 

USA Today Says Tuition Increases Reduce Access To College. USA Today (9/16) editorializes, "After growing since the 1970s, the percentage of recent high school graduates continuing their education has leveled off in the past decade to about a third, according to the National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education, a think tank. Why? Because students can't afford the surging tuition costs, or colleges don't have the space. Both obstacles stem from state cutbacks in higher-education budgets to close gaping shortfalls in recent years. ... The federal government, which has diverted more college aid to middle-class families in the past decade, can shift assistance to those in greatest need. Currently, two-thirds of higher-education tax credits go to families earning $60,000 to $100,000 a year. A similar change is needed at colleges that also have shifted aid to more affluent students with high test scores in recent years to boost their national rankings. Everyone says college is a must today. The challenge is matching words with deeds. Tuition increases, budget cuts buck college-for-all trend." 
University President Says Increases Fund Financial Aid. In a USA Today (9/16) op-ed, Arizona State University President Michael M. Crow writes, "Arizona State University's overarching goal is to provide access to as many academically qualified students as possible, regardless of financial need. While it goes against logic, to accomplish this goal has meant implementing record-high tuition increases each year for the past two years. As imagined, this strategy was not met with overwhelming enthusiasm, particularly when Arizona's state constitution mandates keeping resident tuition 'as nearly free as possible.' ... This tuition increase of nearly 40% enabled the university to increase financial aid by 140%. That translates to full tuition or nearly full tuition for nearly 10,000 students in a state where there is virtually no state-funded financial aid for students to attend the university." 

10-Year 'Report Card' on Higher Education Spurs Calls for Reforms
By PETER SCHMIDT - Chronicle of Higher Education

Washington

Leading education-policy experts called for major reforms in higher education on Wednesday in response to a report showing that the nation has made little progress over the past decade in getting more of its citizens through college. 

The impetus for such calls for change was "Measuring Up 2004," a state-by-state "report card" on higher education issued on Wednesday by the National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education, an independent research group based in San Jose, Calif. The center, which in 2000 and 2002 issued similar reports grading states on how well they were providing higher-education services, decided in its latest report to analyze whether states had improved over the decade from 1992 to 2002. 

At a symposium held to discuss the report card's results on Wednesday, two dozen of the nation's most prominent higher-education leaders and experts expressed dismay at the findings of the 10-year analysis. Some described the document as the higher-education equivalent of the landmark 1983 federal report, "A Nation at Risk," which played a key role in pushing two decades' worth of efforts to reform the nation's elementary and secondary schools. 

"I believe that the results of this 10-year look back are going to come as a surprise, maybe even a shock, to our country," said James B. Hunt Jr., a former governor of North Carolina and the chairman of the center's Board of Directors. 

Gov. Mark Warner of Virginia, who is chairman of the National Governors Association, said that states need to rethink how they finance and provide higher education if the United States is to avoid losing ground to other nations in terms of its education levels and economic competitiveness. He called the report's findings "more than a wake-up call." 

Like the center's previous report cards, "Measuring Up 2004" graded all 50 states in five broad categories: student preparation, college participation, college completion, college affordability, and "benefits," which relates to the economic and civic gains accruing to states with an educated citizenry. 

The center based its grades on 2002 data in most areas (with the exception of the "affordability" category, where it used 2003 data, if available). Its 10-year analysis was based on the same indicators as the report card. 

Patrick M. Callan, the center's president, said in an interview that his group had decided to examine state higher-education systems over a 10-year period to gain a firmer grasp of where the states were headed than was possible by comparing data from two-year intervals. 

"We had no idea what the results would be when we decided to do this," Mr. Callan said. "We were surprised at how bleak the 10-year results were." 

10 Years of Rising Costs 
The analysis found that, for most Americans, college was less affordable in 2002 or 2003 than it had been in 1992. Seventeen states were faring worse than they had a decade before on every indicator of college affordability used by the center, and only two had improved their performance on more than half of the center's indicators over 10 years. 

The report concluded that, over the long run, no state had increased financial-aid spending enough to keep pace with tuition. As examples of states where college had become significantly less affordable, it cited New Jersey, where the net cost of attending a public four-year college for a single year amounted to 24 percent of a typical family's income in 1992, and 34 percent a decade later. 

David W. Breneman, dean of the University of Virginia's Curry School of Education and chairman of an advisory committee that oversaw the 2004 report, said the center's analysis found that it costs more to attend college now than it did 10 years ago, taking all financial aid into account. Other recent reports, including an analysis of college costs published in June by USA Today, have concluded that the net cost of attending college has declined in recent years (The Chronicle, August 6). 

In its snapshot of current state performance, the center gave 37 states worse grades for affordability, and none better, than it had in its 2002 report. It gave 36 states failing grades, and awarded just two C's, to Minnesota and Utah, and one B, to California. No state received an A. 

In examining 10-year trends in the area of college participation, the center found that, nationally, the likelihood that a ninth grader would complete high school and enroll in college by age 19 had declined over the decade. 

In New York State, for example, a ninth grader had a 45-percent chance of graduating within four years and going straight on to college in 1992, and a 34-percent chance in 2002. In California, students' chances of sticking to such a schedule dropped from 35 percent to 32 percent over the same period; in Illinois, they dropped from 49 percent to 42 percent. 

The center's analysis concluded that states had made "modest" progress over the decade in terms of the percentage of their college students who were earning certificates and degrees. But Joni E. Finney, the center's vice president, said most of the progress in this area was in certificate-degree completion, which rose by 50 percent, even after taking into account the growth in college enrollment. By comparison, the number of associate and bachelor's degrees awarded rose by 10 percent from 1992 to 2002. 

"A lot of colleges and universities don't want to talk about completion and don't want to talk about graduation," Governor Warner said at Wednesday's symposium. Because upper-level courses are generally much more expensive to provide than lower-level ones, many colleges have "economic disincentives" to keeping students around to graduate, he said. 

Big Gains in Benefits 
The center found that the biggest gains over the decade were in the category of benefits, which takes into account figures such as the percentage of adults with bachelor's degrees and the differences in the incomes of a state's residents associated with degree completion. Forty-one states had improved on more than half of the indicators used by the center. They included Arizona, where 30 percent of adults had at least a bachelor's degree in 2002, up from 23 percent in 1992; and Kentucky, where the share of adults with at least a bachelor's degree rose to 24 percent from 17 percent during that time. 

The center's generally dim view of how states were faring in higher education stood in marked contrast to its overwhelmingly positive assessment of states' progress in elementary and secondary education, which it examined in determining how well states were preparing students for college. 

The center found that many states had made significant gains in preparing students for a college education and that, across the country, more students were taking upper-level mathematics and science courses and enrolling in Advanced Placement classes in 2002 than had done so a decade before. Forty-four states improved on more than half of the center's measures of college preparation. 

Such improvements in college preparation were uneven throughout the population. Gaps remained in the college-participation levels of young adults in terms of race, and the gaps between low-income and high-income students widened. In New Jersey, for example, the share of young people from high-income families going to college rose from 48 percent to 53 percent from 1992 to 2002, while the share of low-income students going to college declined from 27 percent to 17 percent. 

Nonetheless, many participants in Wednesday's symposium cited the center's 10-year analysis as evidence that the movement to reform elementary and secondary education has had a positive impact, while higher education has suffered from neglect by state officials and from the tendency of college leaders to focus on their institutions' interests rather than the broader needs of society. 

"We can no longer attribute all of our college access and quality problems to the failure of public schools," Mr. Callan said. "The fact is, high schools have improved over these last 10 years, and we haven't seen commensurate higher-education gains." 

Anthony P. Carnevale, vice president for assessments, equity, and careers at the Educational Testing Service, said "higher education is, in fact, becoming a bottleneck to opportunity in America." 

Better Grades Than in 2002 
Had the center not added a 10-year analysis of education trends to "Measuring Up 2004," the report may have been fairly upbeat. 

When the 2002 and 2004 reports are compared, 20 states earned better grades for college preparation this time around, and just 9 earned worse. In terms of college participation, 26 states earned better grades, while just 8 earned worse. And in terms of college completion, 21 states earned better grades, while just 4 earned worse. 

As was the case in the 10-year analysis, the brightest spot for states was the category of "benefits." Thirty-five states earned better grades in this area than two years ago, while just three earned worse, and more than three out of five states earned at least a B. 

The report gave no overall grade to individual states. But an analysis by The Chronicle found that the best "grade-point averages," from highest to lowest and with each category weighed equally, were awarded to Massachusetts, Minnesota, Connecticut, and New Jersey, with California and Maryland tying for fifth. In 2002, that group included Connecticut, Illinois, Massachusetts, New Jersey, and Virginia. 

At the other end of the performance spectrum, Nevada scored lowest. The next worst, in ascending order, were Louisiana, Alabama, West Virginia, and Mississippi. In 2002, Louisiana scored lowest, followed by West Virginia, Tennessee, Nevada, and Mississippi. 

As was the case in its previous reports, the center decided not to attempt to grade states in a sixth proposed category, "learning," after concluding that it lacked reliable data for comparing how well various states were educating their college students. The center's researchers did, however, attempt to gauge learning in five states -- Illinois, Kentucky, Nevada, Oklahoma, and South Carolina -- and concluded that they had enough success to continue the experiment and extend it to other states. 

Results of the report card are given in several reports on the center's Web site. 
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