University Of Toledo Receives $6 Million Federal Grant To Train Teachers In Math And Science. The Toledo Blade (9/17, Bates) reports, "The University of Toledo has received its largest grant in history - $6 million in federal money - which educators plan to use to improve recruitment and training for teachers in mathematics and science. The U.S. Department of Education grant, which will be disbursed to the university over a five-year period, was announced yesterday by U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D., Toledo), who stood inside the science cafe at COSI Toledo as she shared the news. 'As we announce this $6 million today, it's to make sure all students are successful,' Miss Kaptur said. The university was awarded the money after a team of UT educators pooled their efforts and crafted the proposal." And "the grant also will allow for teachers in K-12, not just the elementary grades, to be in touch and involved with students at UT. New teaching materials in mathematics and science will be provided to the schools. A mentoring program, in which high school students will be used to assist younger students in learning mathematics and science, is planned, according to Rebecca Schneider, a professor in the UT education department." 

Illinois College Receives Title III Grant. The Carbondale Southern Illinoisan (9/16, Muir) reports, "A potential $1.8 million federal grant has been awarded to Rend Lake College and positions the Ina-based community college to become a regional training giant in the wireless communications industry. RLC President Mark S. Kern announced Tuesday that the college will receive $364,893 in the first of an anticipated five-year development grant under the Strengthening Institutions Program, authorized under Title III. The grant, the largest ever awarded at RLC, is funded through the U.S. Department of Education. Kern said the resources will be used to create a new associate in applied science degree program and six occupational certificates in wireless communications, a field the longtime college president says will set RLC apart from other Illinois community colleges." And "the grant will also provide the opportunity for RLC to help provide much needed jobs for this region, Kern said." 
Florida Gov Bush Touts Increased Minority Enrollment In State Colleges. The Orlando Sentinel (9/17, Damron) reports, "Florida's universities are enrolling 'record numbers of minority students,' Gov. Jeb Bush announced Wednesday, while skeptics cautioned that the numbers reveal little about the state's efforts to increase campus diversity. The overall percentage of minorities on campus stayed relatively flat at 35 percent, compared to 34.5 percent last year, state figures show. Accounting for that was an increase in the percent of Hispanics, up to 15 percent from 14.5 percent last year, and a slight percentage dip among blacks." And "minority access on campus is more of a political flashpoint since Bush outlawed affirmative action in university admissions and replaced it with his One Florida plan -- without input from minorities or lawmakers." But "critics of One Florida said other factors, such as increases in Florida's minority population overall, tuition increases, or racial-makeup changes at specific schools could mask how well Florida really is doing at boosting diversity on campus." 
Texas A&M Recruitment Efforts Increase Diversity. The Dallas Morning News (9/17, Hacker) reports, "Increased recruiting efforts at Texas A&M University have resulted in double-digit increases in the number of freshmen who are minorities, officials said Thursday. Although white students continue to be the majority of the university's new freshmen class of 7,127, preliminary numbers show gains for blacks, Hispanics, Asian-Americans and American Indians." And "the university has also tried to lure students whose parents did not attend college. More than a quarter of new freshmen fall into that category. The A&M System released preliminary headcounts for all colleges Wednesday. The total enrollment at A&M is 44,564, which is down from 44,813 last year." 
Fort Wayne Journal Gazette Stresses Indiana's Need To Make College Affordable To All. The Fort Wayne (IN) Journal Gazette (9/16) editorializes, "If continual improvement is the goal of champions of education accountability, they should be distressed by Indiana's declining grade in college affordability. The state's failure to ensure all students can afford to attend college undercuts its improving performance in other areas of higher ed." And "most troubling is the finding that, for the 40 percent of families at the lower end of the income scale, it requires 43 percent of average family income to pay for a four-year public university. For a private university, the percentage of income increases to 92 percent. The report suggests that Indiana should capitalize on its improving performance in K-12 education and encourage more students to enroll in college. It notes the success of the 21st Century Scholars Program, which provides a free four-year education to low- and moderate-income students who graduate from high school with at least a 2.0 grade-point average, and suggests it might be expanded." The Gazette says "there should be as much emphasis placed on raising money for need-based financial aid as is placed on raising money for new buildings, new programs and to attract valedictorians and National Merit Scholars. Indiana will benefit from its investment in higher education only when all of its high school graduates can afford to attend one of its colleges or universities." 

IN: Core 40 Proposed As Requirement For State College Admission. The AP (9/16) reports, "Indiana students would have to take tougher classes in high school to gain admission into the state's four-year universities if state officials approve the idea. Members of the governor's Education Roundtable suggested Tuesday that state financial aid and admission to Indiana, Purdue, Ball State or Indiana State universities be contingent on students earning a Core 40 diploma. The panel, which is led by Gov. Joe Kernan and state Superintendent of Public Instruction Suellen Reed, is expected to vote on the proposal next month." 

IA: Gov Vilsack Calls For Tougher High School Graduation Requirements. The Des Moines Register  (9/17, Jerousek) reports, "Iowa high schools must raise graduation requirements to better prepare students for college and the work force, Gov. Tom Vilsack told education leaders Thursday. 'There needs to be a commitment to make high school relevant,' Vilsack told members of the Iowa State Board of Education. 'That means greater expectations, higher standards. That means taking a look at how we can help high schools expand educational opportunity.' Vilsack visited the state board's monthly meeting in Des Moines to promote recommendations from the Iowa Learns Council, a group of educators appointed to examine the state's education system from early childhood to college. Chief among the council's recommendations is a more rigorous high school curriculum. Vilsack pointed to statistics showing that fewer than one-third of Iowa high school graduates will go on to graduate from a community college three years later and a university six years later." Currently "Iowa sets no minimum high school graduation requirements; the decisions are left to local school districts." And "some board members say they are not in favor of state requirements." 
Des Moines District Volunteers Will Call Parents To Ask For Active Role In Children's Education. The Des Moines Register  (9/17, Boone) reports, "Des Moines school district students' parents will get a phone call from a school volunteer in the coming weeks asking them to take a more active role in their children's education. Two Des Moines school board members, who pushed the idea of contacting parents of the district's 32,000 students, said their goal is increasing parent involvement and, hopefully, student achievement. 'That would probably be meaningful to me if they took the time and effort to call me,' said King Elementary School parent Martha Blakeley , who has three children." And "the initiative, which will begin at the end of September or early in October, will not cost the district money, said school board member Ako Abdul-Samad." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles. 

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
The following articles are from HEWI NewsLine:
ED SECRETARY ANNOUNCES RECORD LOW DEFAULT RATES
Department of Education (ED) Secretary Rod Paige announced that student loan default rates were a record low 5.2 percent for FY2002. Low interest rates,strong program management, making debt repayment a priority and improved service by the Federal Student Aid office (FSA) contributed to the low default rates,according to Paige. For more information, visit 
" 

http://www.ed.gov/news/pressreleases/2004/09/09142004.html



REPORT FOCUSING ON TEN-YEAR TRENDS OF HIGHER EDUCATION PERFORMANCE RELEASED
The National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education released “Measuring Up 2004: The National Report Card on Higher Education” on Sept. 15. The report focuses on ten-year trends of higher education performance within each state and nationally. The report grades each state on affordability, benefits, completion, preparation and participation. Affordability earned an F nationally in this

year’s report compared to a D two years ago. To view the publication, visit http://www.highereducation.org/
ONE-THIRD OF UNIVERSITIES DID NOT MEET HEA STUDENT VOTER REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS 

About two-thirds of universities were in compliance with a provision in the 1998 reauthorization of the Higher Education Act (HEA) requiring schools to make a “good faith effort” to provide voter registration materials to students, according to a survey by the “Chronicle of Higher Education” and the Institute of Politics at Harvard University. Schools that complied received voter registration materials, made them somewhat available to students and hosted some sort of voter mobilization effort. Schools that did not meet HEA requirements said the requirements of the law were confusing and they lacked ideas about how to distribute materials on campus. For more information about the survey, visit: http://www.iop.harvard.edu.

POLICY BRIEF: ‘STRAIGHT TALK ON STUDENT LOANS’ RELEASED
The Progressive Policy Institute released a policy brief "Straight Talk on Student Loans" on Sept 14. The brief advocates the use of direct student loans over guaranteed loans. Eliminating guaranteed loans would save tax payers billions of dollars, according to the document. To view the entire brief, visit http://www.ppionline.org/documents/studentloans_0914.pdf. 

