Education Department Removes Student-Aid Restrictions on Campus Owned by Corinthian Colleges
By GOLDIE BLUMENSTYK 
The U.S. Department of Education has lifted the student-aid restrictions that it imposed on the San Jose, Calif., campus of Bryman College in December, according to an announcement by Corinthian Colleges Inc., the publicly traded company that owns the college. 

Corinthian, in a statement released on Tuesday night, said the department had removed the restrictions because the college had demonstrated that it could comply with rules of the federal programs that provide students with grants and loans. 

The department had placed the Bryman campus on "reimbursement status" in December, after a program review found that the college was not complying with federal regulations. 

Under the standard practice, a college can receive federal student aid in advance, based on the college's calculations of students' eligibility for financial aid. 

Under reimbursement status, however, colleges can receive that money only after the Education Department has certified the eligibility and financial need of each student for whom the college is seeking payment, a process that can delay disbursements. 

Earlier this week, Corinthian disclosed that it was the subject of an informal inquiry by the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission. The company said the inquiry had been prompted in part by student-aid problems on the Bryman campus. 

Growing Selectivity Of Top Colleges Reduces Economic Diversity. The Philadelphia Inquirer (9/23, O'Neill) reports that selective public and private universities lack economic diversity and that lack "is growing more severe, even though America's elite universities frequently talk about the importance of diversity." And "education experts argue that it does matter. According to a Century Foundation report, 'Students at the most selective and most highly subsidized schools pay $6,000 for a $30,000 education; students at the least subsidized schools pay about $6,000 for an $8,000 education.' Students attending top schools are more likely to graduate and more likely to get into graduate schools. Selective colleges also produce many of the nation's business, government, political and military leaders." But "by seeking to attract students with higher SAT scores, though, universities reduce access for low-income students." 
New Editions Blamed For High Textbook Prices. The Detroit News /AP (9/23, Pope) reports, "Where publishers see essential updates, critics of high text book prices often wonder if new editions aren't just a ploy to raise prices. Critics say they understand why biology and accounting textbooks need frequent updating, by why algebra or ancient languages? Unnecessary updates are 'one of the biggest driving factors behind the high costs of textbooks,' says Merriah Fairchild, higher education advocate at the California Public Interest Research Group." Now "textbook prices are a hot topic on college campuses and have prompted hearings on Capitol Hill." But "publishers blame an unusual marketplace where they have one year to earn back their investment. After that, students buy used copies and the publishers get nothing. That encourages frequent new editions." 
California State San Marcos President Says Having Michael Would Be Illegal. The San Diego Union Tribune (9/22, Petrillo) reported, "CSU San Marcos President Karen Haynes said yesterday that it would be illegal to have Oscar-winning filmmaker Michael Moore on campus before the presidential election. 'As a public university, we are prohibited from spending state funds on partisan political activity or direct political advocacy,' Haynes wrote in a statement posted on the campus Web site and released to local newspapers' opinion pages. She argued that Moore has campaigned for Democratic candidates and publicly declared his desire to oust Bush, but she said the university would welcome him as a speaker after the election. Civil liberties lawyers disagreed, however, saying partisan figures have for years spoken at universities, and that sitting presidents including George Bush often speak at college commencements, with funding by public universities during an election year." And "last week, Haynes banned Moore from speaking, although just two days before that the university had asked its student government to help subsidize the $37,000 appearance. The move drew objections from the campus and the community, contending that academic freedom was under attack. Tomorrow, students plan a protest of the president's action, and this week 78 faculty members signed a letter of protest to Haynes." 
Besides F For Affordability, Maryland Scored Well On College Report. The Washington Post (9/23, Argetsinger) reports, "Despite a single, glaring F, Maryland received far higher scores than its neighbors on a state-by-state "report card" that attempts to gauge how well the nation is preparing its students for college. The analysis, by the National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education, praised Maryland for the steady gains its high school students have made on standardized tests, its large percentage of adults who are enrolled in part-time classes and the percentage of college freshmen who go on to complete a degree. Such factors helped Maryland earn a string of A's and a B-minus on the center's biennial 'Measuring Up' report -- scores higher in almost every category than those given to surrounding states. Yet on the subject of affordability, Maryland was given an F -- as were 35 other states -- because its public university tuitions were deemed steep and its financial aid programs paltry when compared with those in other states. 'It's great news for Maryland,' said Calvin W. Burnett, the state's secretary of higher education. 'We're not pleased that the affordability issue is one we have to deal with, but [the report card] shows we have a strong higher education system.'" And "the authors reserved their strongest language for Maryland on the subject of affordability, saying the state has made 'no notable progress' over the past decade. Even with financal aid, they said, Maryland families must devote a much larger share of their incomes to tuition at public two-year or four-year schools than families in many other states." 
University Of New Hampshire Receives Part Of $12.4 Million NSF Grant. The Manchester Union Leader (9/23, DeKoning) reports, "The National Science Foundation has awarded $12.4 million to the University of New Hampshire and two other schools to study nanotechnology and mass production of devices smaller than a human hair that could revolutionize modern industry. For the next five years, the money will fund the Center for High-Rate Nanomanufacturing, an association of UNH, Northeastern University and the University of Massachusetts at Lowell. Each institution will receive about $4 million. The partnership will be through a "virtual center" and will not be headquartered at any one campus, UNH scientist Glen Miller said." And "Miller said the center's research will likely benefit the biotechnology, pharmaceutical and semi-conductor industries. Fifteen companies, including BAE Systems and Bentley Pharmaceuticals, are represented on an industrial advisory board that will provide advice to researchers." 
Sen Schumer Seeks Tax Breaks For New York College Students. The AP (9/23) reports, "U.S. Senator Charles Schumer wants to see more tax breaks on college tuition. The New York Democrat says the cost a college education in New York state is leaping ahead of the rate of inflation. The senator says those increases are the best argument for extending a four-thousand-dollar tax credit for college tuition, which is due to expire in 2005. Schumer says that deduction should be expanded to 12-thousand dollars. Such a measure isn't expected to be addressed in Congress this year. A study released last week found New York families pay nearly a third of their income to put a child through a public four-year college. That's about twice the amount paid by families in other states." 
Oklahoma State To Pursue Hispanic Enrollment. The Oklahoman  (9/23, Robinson) reports, "Oklahoma State University-Oklahoma City, already the fastest-growing campus in the OSU system, hopes to double its Hispanic enrollment in the next few years, President David Schmidly said Tuesday." So "the university plans to begin bus service between Stillwater and Oklahoma City, Schmidly said during a keynote address at the annual luncheon meeting of the Latino Community Development Agency at the National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum." 

Over 3,800 House Parties Seek To Promote Education Spending. The AP (9/23, Feller) reports in a nationally carried story, "For one night, anyway, the talk of the election was education. In a night club in Florida, a brewery in Massachusetts, a yoga school in Louisiana and living rooms in every state, tens of thousands of people united Wednesday for public schools. The more than 3,800 'house parties' marked an unprecedented attempt to restore public education as a political priority in an election debate dominated by war, terror and jobs." And "the liberal-leaning coalition behind the event wanted to get people thinking about what it will take to improve schools, but it also promoted its solution -- more money." The groups supporting the events have ties to Sen. John Kerry, who "says the $24.3 billion being spent is roughly $27 billion short of the maximum amount authorized by law. He pledges to provide all that money in coming years by rolling back Bush's tax cuts on wealthier people." And "party participants are being asked to sign a petition that asks Congress and the president to spend more on education; to take part in a national call-in day to Congress on Sept. 29; and to encourage friends to register to vote." Further coverage added local flavor by talking to people at area house parties but always placed the events in the national context of a call for greater funding for NCLB. 
The Alameda Times-Star (9/22, Tucker) reported, participants are expected to discuss "the state of public education and specifically the need for more federal funding" and to ensure that this happens, "organizers are providing a seven-minute video for each house party that calls for increased funding for the Bush administration's 2002 No Child Left Behind Act, a comprehensive education reform law." 
The Winston-Salem Journal (9/23, Helm) reports, "The parties were coordinated by a coalition of groups that includes the National Education Association, MoveOn.org and the NAACP National Voters Fund. About 40 parties were scheduled in North Carolina -- two were in Winston-Salem. Each started with the viewing of a short video, followed by a discussion." 
The Aberdeen American News /AP (9/23, Haugen) reports, "Participants are also being urged to write to members of Congress and ask them to keep promises they made on education issues when they were elected." 
Newsday /AP (9/23, Gillespie) reports, "Teachers, twentysomethings and neighbors asked questions and expressed concerns about No Child Left Behind, the federal education reform law. But they also talked about the consequences of education getting lost behind a political agenda seemingly dominated by Iraq." Also "suggested talking points provided to party hosts sent a message that sweeping improvement demands greater investment in preschool, after school, school safety and teacher training." Meanwhile, "Rep. John Boehner, the Ohio Republican who helped write the federal education law, said the coalition amounts to a smear campaign by 'radical left-wing' groups. His office set up a web site just to counter the house-party coalition and its views about the law." 
The Arizona Republic (9/23, Carroll) reports, "No Child Left Behind. Class sizes. Building conditions. Standardized testing. Teacher development. Student discipline. There was no shortage of topics, or opinions, Wednesday morning at an Ahwatukee Foothills 'house party' that was part of a national effort to focus attention on issues impacting public schools. The party, hosted by former Arizona Education Association President Penny Kotterman and her husband, Paul, was one of 168 such meetings scheduled statewide Wednesday." And "after the group watched an eight-minute video, much of the discussion centered on No Child Left Behind." Also Wednesday the Alliance for School Choice "issued a statement saying that Wednesday's effort was 'a misdirected attempt to squelch needed reform.'" 
The Des Moines Register (9/23, Boone) reports, "The 'house party' seemed anything but festive as a small group of educators and parents in Des Moines bashed the No Child Left Behind Act and discussed the need for more education funding." And "teachers criticized the emphasis on testing." 
Turnout Low At One Event. The Alexandria Town Talk (9/23, Sutherland) reports, "Organizers of the Great Public Schools House Party said they accomplished their goal even if turnout at a Wednesday event was a letdown. The informal gathering, held at Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 8852 and billed as a means of discussing educational politics, drew a handful of supporters. Invited state and local elected officials were no-shows. The tone at the event, one of more than 3,100 held nationwide and co-sponsored by ACORN and the organization MoveOn, was decidedly anti-Bush administration." 
More party stories may be found on the websites of the Riverside Press Enterprise , Bangor Daily News , Kansas City Star  , Reno Gazette Journal and the Cincinnati Enquirer . 

Bush Said To Be "Losing Traction" On Federal Pay, Contracting Issues. The Washington Post (9/23, B2, Barr) reports in its "Federal Diary" column, "The Bush administration appears to be losing traction on two key policies -- federal pay and contracting out. The House yesterday approved a fiscal 2005 spending bill that would provide a 3.5 percent pay raise for federal employees next year and would require the Bush administration to rewrite rules that permit private-sector bids for certain types of federal jobs. The administration, in contrast, has called for a 1.5 percent pay raise for civil service employees, saying that would be ample to protect the purchasing power of nearly 1.8 million government workers as federal agencies seek to more rigorously link pay raises to job performance. The administration also has repeatedly warned of a possible veto if Congress placed curbs on the president's 'competitive sourcing' initiative, which officials contend is starting to show progress and, over time, could save billions of taxpayer dollars. The Bush administration, however, lost ground on both issues over three days of debate on the nearly $90 billion spending bill for the departments of Transportation and Treasury and other agencies." 

Vote Policies Said To Discourage Students From Participating In Electoral Process. The Washington Post (9/23, B2, Argetsinger) reports, "Luther Lowe had lived in Williamsburg, Va., for more than two years when he decided to run for City Council last spring. ... But Lowe, a junior at the College of William and Mary, was blocked from the ballot by city officials who ruled that his actual residence was still his parents' home in Arkansas." Meanwhile, "some students at the University of Maryland who seek to vote in local elections complain that they have to travel to a polling place nearly two miles from their dormitory halls. ... Both situations were among those highlighted yesterday by voting-rights activists who claim that officials nationwide have unfairly discouraged or prevented college students from taking part in the electoral process. 'They're challenged when they get to the polls; they're told that their financial aid will be revoked or find that polling places are miles away,' said Deb Callahan, president of the League of Conservation Voters Education Fund, one of several groups that participated in a news conference in the District." Callahan "and others said the resistance to student voters appears to have less to do with party politics than local politics -- officials who don't want short-term and often non-tax-paying residents to hold sway over local matters. But they acknowledged that such trends could affect presidential elections as well, especially in small states with large college towns." 
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