Page Congratulates OCR On UNC Decision. Clarence Page writes in the Washington Times (9/28) "In a letter to the UNC chancellor on Sept. 22, the civil rights office ruled Professor Elyse Crystall violated student Timothy R. Mertes' civil rights last February by improperly accusing him of 'hate speech'...after a class discussion on 'Literature and Cultural Diversity.' During a discussion on whether heterosexuals feel 'threatened' by homosexuals, Mr. Mertes said he was a Christian and felt 'disgusted, not threatened' by homosexual behavior." The teacher accused the student of "creating a hostile environment" with his "unacceptable hate speech." Page concludes, "As an African-American male, I appreciate the concern universities have to prevent unfair discrimination, but I don't want to be protected from ideas. Experience has taught me that, if you're nervous about your ideas, you probably need to re-examine them and come up with better arguments." 

NYU Begins Fundraising Campaign, Hiring Blitz. The Chronicle Of Higher Education (9/28, June) reports, "New York University will announce today a seven-year campaign to raise $2.5-billion, making the fund-raising effort one of the largest in higher education. The institution is also poised to hire 125 more faculty members. The university's president, John E. Sexton, said in a message on NYU's Web site that the goal was to make the institution 'the home for the next generation of intellectual leadership.'" The Chronicle adds, "New York University also said it would immediately embark on a 'unprecedented' hiring blitz to bulk up the ranks of its liberal-arts faculty and create top-notch arts and science programs -- which Mr. Sexton, in his written message, called the 'core of any great university.'" 

Kaplan College Gains University Status. The Quad-City (IA) Times (9/28, DeWitt) reports, "Four years after opening its doors in Davenport with 200 students, Kaplan College has graduated to become Kaplan University and boasts an enrollment of 18,000 -- the vast majority of whom never see its doors. College officials announced Monday that Kaplan received formal approval for the name change from The Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools." Ed DeJaegher, executive director of Kaplan's Davenport campus, said students "will be able to pursue a graduate program from the same school where they may have earned an associate's or bachelor's degree." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles.
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