Maryland Gets High Marks For College Prep. The Washington Post  (9/30, Argetsinger) reports, "Despite a single, glaring F, Maryland received far higher scores than its neighbors on a state-by-state 'report card' that attempts to gauge how well the nation is preparing its students for college. The analysis...praised Maryland for the steady gains its high school students have made on standardized tests, the large percentage of adults who are enrolled in part-time classes and the percentage of college freshmen who go on to complete a degree." The Post notes, "on the subject of affordability, Maryland was given an F -- as were 35 other states -- because of its steep public university tuitions and financial aid programs that were deemed paltry compared with those in other states." 

New York Kindergarten Program Helps Pay For College. The New York Times (9/30, Gootman) reports, "Public School 161, was one of five Harlem elementary schools whose entire kindergarten classes will be the next beneficiaries of Say Yes to Education, a program aimed at helping children in poor urban neighborhoods overcome the obstacles to high school graduation and higher education. Students...will get extra help, including tutoring and special summer school programs, throughout the next 13 years. If all goes well, they will have college fully paid for, wherever they get in." 
Colleges Limit File Trading. The Chronicle of Higher Education (9/30, Foster) reports, "A new survey on the use of information technology at colleges highlights growing efforts to limit certain types of Internet activities, such as peer-to-peer file trading, and indicates a surge in the number of students who own computers. Educause, a higher-education technology group, conducted the survey, whose findings appear in the 'Core Data Service 2003 Summary Report.'" The results "are based on data from 832 colleges during the 2002-3 fiscal year." 
Miles College Wins Math And Science Grant. The Birmingham News  (9/30, Plott) reports, "Miles College will use a $300,000 federal education grant to recruit and retain students in math and science over the next three years. The U.S. Department of Education grant, announced this week, is part of the federal Minority Science and Engineering Improvement Program. 'Our goal is to increase the number of students enrolling and successfully completing programs in math, science, engineering and technology,' said Dr. Charles Woods, chairman of the Miles Division of Natural Sciences and Math." The grant "is part of a $4.5 million program, according to a press release from the U.S. Department of Education." 
Virginia Colleges Accept AP Credits. The Washington Post (9/30, Helderman) reports, "The agreement this month giving Virginia students college credit for courses they take in high school does not change many policies that already were in place, state college officials say. ... Officials at several colleges acknowledged, however, that the agreement merely codified how they handled high school students seeking college credit." The Post adds, "Kevin Hall, a spokesman for Warner, said the agreement was the start of a broad conversation among dozens of institutions. 'I think most folks would understand that the launch of the initiative would necessarily have to have the view from 10,000 feet. The launch is designed to get folks' attention so that they become aware, perhaps for the first time, of some of these opportunities,' he said." 
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