Transition To Teaching Grant Will Aid SUNY Program. The SUNY News (10/5) reported, "Empire State College, State University of New York, has been awarded a $2.4 million grant by the U.S. Department of Education to enhance its efforts to recruit and train teachers to work in high-need school districts across New York state. Through its Master of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.) program, which enrolled its first students this fall, Empire State College is giving talented mid-career professionals the opportunity to transition to teaching through an alternative certification route. The grant, part of the federal government's No Child Left Behind initiative, will support and enhance the implementation of Empire State College's M.A.T. program." 

Taylor Credited With Linking College Aid To Classroom Performance. People Magazine (10/11) reports that Louisiana oilman Patrick Taylor has been a major force behind tying aid to students wanting to go to college to accomplishment in grade and high school. 
Howard U Receives $71 Million Tech Upgrade, Gift. The Washington Post  (10/6, Barker) reports, "Howard University has been selected to receive nearly $71 million worth of engineering software and related computer technology to help prepare its students for jobs in the automotive and engineering fields. The gift, the largest in-kind contribution in the university's history, was announced yesterday by Partners for the Advancement of Collaborative Engineering Education, a corporate alliance formed in 1999 by General Motors Corp., EDS, Sun Microsystems Inc. and UGS to enhance engineering, science and art education for potential employees." 

Indiana Governor Expands Community Colleges. The Indianapolis Star (10/6, Berggoetz) reports, "Indiana's higher education landscape is changing this fall, with an expansion of the community college system and Vincennes University's move to add four-year degrees to its two-year residential campus. The changes, announced today by Gov. Joe Kernan and Vincennes and Ivy Tech State officials, also will bring an end to the two universities' five-year, troubled partnership in running the community college system. Pending legislative approval, Ivy Tech State College will solely operate the system that grew by 26,400 full- and part-time students to 64,290 since 2000." And "Beginning next fall, Vincennes plans to offer five four-year programs targeted to the state's workforce needs. They include bachelor's degrees in nursing, technology, law enforcement and homeland security, healthcare administration and education." 
Rhode Island State Funds Help Nursing Schools Add Faculty. The Providence Journal  (10/6, Freyer) reports, "The three state nursing schools have been able to hire 13 new faculty members -- and admit more students -- thanks to a state appropriation of $790,178 in the current fiscal year. But nursing leaders say the money, while welcome, barely makes a dent in the nursing shortage. ... According to the Hospital Association of Rhode Island, applications to nursing schools in Rhode Island increased by 71 percent between 2001 and 2003, but the number of students enrolled grew only 48 percent." The one-time state appropriation "doesn't address another problem nursing schools face -- low faculty salaries. Nurses can typically make more money right after graduation than the teachers who trained them, making it difficult to recruit faculty members." 
Texas Panel Troubleshoots Rising College Costs. Scripps Howard News Service (10/6, Otts) reports, "Everyone agrees that getting a college degree, even at a state university, has become too expensive, but there is no consensus on how to solve the problem. At a forum Tuesday sponsored by the Atlantic Monthly, experts proposed giving more federal aid to students in their first years of college, creating programs to allow some students to graduate debt-free and making sure students can transfer from community colleges to state universities without losing credit hours." The News Service adds, "The problem is complex, with universities competing to get better students, professors and research grants while funding from state governments is shrinking, the panelists said." And "public colleges vary in quality and cost, giving students different options, said U.S. Deputy Secretary of Education Eugene Hickok. He pointed out that U.S. News and World Report ranks schools according to both their value and quality."

TSU Targeted In Mismanaged Grant Probe. The Houston Chronicle (10/6, Ackerman) reports, "The Harris County District Attorney's office is conducting a criminal investigation into alleged mismanagement of a multimillion-dollar state grant at Texas Southern University. The investigation follows a scathing state audit questioning whether $575,000 of a $2.7 million tobacco-prevention grant awarded to TSU was used for purposes other than educating young minorities about the health risks of smoking." The Chronicle notes, "The audit findings included suspicious-looking expense reports and falsified timesheets, conflicts of interest involving a subcontractor and TSU manager, and the improper purchase of certain items, such as office furniture. ... TSU officials said they disagreed with that finding. They said that a staffer's 2002 memo shared with Slade and Wilson concerned improper documentation, which was fixed, not improprieties. They said they weren't aware of more serious problems until later, at which time they took appropriate action." 
Book Promoted As Helping Reduce Anxiety Of Choosing A College. The Washington Post (10/6, Mathews) reports that a book entitled, 'The Paradox of Choice: Why More Is Less' by Barry Schwartz, may help parents and college kids alleviate the anxiety of choosing a college or major. Schwartz advises of six habits to remember when confronted with an important decision, such as: "Listen to your viscera -- Feelings matter more than facts, and an unexamined emotional response is often a better guide to our long-term needs than careful analysis of our thoughts." Schwartz deems another tip, "satisfice." Schwartz says satisfice "is to settle for something that is good enough and not worry about the possibility that there might be something better." Lastly, Schwartz says to "regret less -- My favorite mental exercise, when wondering if I was right to have made a certain choice, is to concede that if I had taken the alternate road, I might have been hit by a bus." 

U Texas Creates Institute Focused On Improving Public Education. The Austin Business Journal (10/6) reports, "The University of Texas System has created an institute that will focus on improving public education in the state. The Institute for Public School Initiatives will address several challenges facing educators, such as student performance, high school graduation rates and reading proficiency. The new institute will use research conducted at UT System institutions to provide services directly to students and teachers in Texas. The goal is to engage local community colleges and school districts in partnership with UT System institutions to improve student performance from preschool though high school." And "one program to be funded is TAKS Readiness and Core Knowledge, or TRACK, a free online diagnostic and assistance program for the exit-level TAKS test that high school students must pass in order to graduate. Also included will be the Online Professional Development for Teachers program, which provides free instructional support for high school teachers, especially those teaching out-of-field, so they may have stronger content knowledge in subject areas tested on the TAKS exit-level exam. The Texas Reading First Initiative will also receive funding, as will the Early College High Schools program, which the University of Texas at San Antonio (UTSA) established with local school districts." 

U Wisconsin Research Finds Better Pay Would Reduce Teacher Shortage. The Racine Journal Times (10/6, Killackey) reports, "Better pay would lure more people into K-12 math, science and technology teaching positions, according to research out of the Consortium for Policy Research in Education, which is part of the University of Wisconsin -- Madison. Education officials report a national shortage of candidates in those teaching fields." 

Democrats' Efforts on Student Loans http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A10116-2004Oct5.html
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The Oct. 4 editorial "Student Loans (cont'd)" noted that President Bush and congressional Republicans have failed to close a loophole in laws covering student aid that permits multibillion-dollar profiteering by lenders. But it inaccurately asserted that Republicans "rightly note that Democrats weren't remotely interested in this issue until a few weeks ago, when the Institute for Public Access and Success, an education think tank, fully documented the scope of the scam."

Almost a year ago, Sen. Edward M. Kennedy (D-Mass.) introduced Senate Bill 1793 to close the loophole and requested a Library of Congress report on the rising cost of loans with interest rates of 9.5 percent. Last Oct. 17 House Democrats asked the Government Accountability Office to review the issue. The GAO report documents the excess cost of these loans and makes clear that the Bush administration could have ended the loans long ago, saving taxpayers money.

The president did not recommend closing the loophole until February, and he has failed to take corrective action. Rep. John A. Boehner (R-Ohio) did not get around to the issue until May. Facing this inaction, Democrats brought the issue to a head by offering an amendment to an appropriations bill last month to force the first vote on the matter. In the Senate Appropriations Committee, Republicans voted down a Democratic amendment to close the loophole.

Today Republicans probably will bring to the House and Senate floors a bill that would close the loophole for only one year and would still allow lenders to reap hundreds of millions of dollars in excess profits. By contrast, Democrats support a full, permanent and immediate repeal of this giveaway, with the savings earmarked for the most needy college students.

REP. DALE KILDEE

REP. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

Washington

The writers, Democrats from Michigan and Maryland, are members of the House Committee on Education and the Workforce. 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles.

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
The following articles are from HEWI NewsLine:

‘ATLANTIC MONTHLY’ FORUM DISCUSSES RISING TUITION
“Atlantic Monthly” held a forum, “The Tuition Spiral: High Cost vs. Higher Education,” on Oct. 5 to discuss the problem of rising tuition and possible solutions. The panel included House Subcommittee on 21st Century Competitiveness Chairman Howard “Buck” McKeon (R-CA) and Deputy Secretary of Education Eugene Hickok.  McKeon advocated a measure in the reauthorization of the Higher Education Act (HEA) to ease tuition costs for students by establishing a credit transfer policy so that community college students are assured their credits will transfer to four-year institutions. “You don’t need to go to Stanford or Harvard your first years in college,” McKeon said. Students can receive the same education in their first two years for less money, he added. Hickok agreed that transferring credit was a problem but that states should deal with it, not the federal government. He also said, “Higher education confronts new issues, but still acts the way it did 25 years ago.” The panelist agreed that schools must adapt to handle new challenges.  It was also agreed that government and schools need to address increasing tuitions to ensure prospective students, especially those from low-income families, can afford higher education.

HOUSE TO CONSIDER BILL ENDING EXCESS STUDENT LENDING SUBSIDIES AND BILL REAUTHORIZING PROGRAMS UNDER THE HEA

The House is scheduled to consider Education and the Workforce Committee Chairman John Boehner’s (R-OH) bill, H.R. 5186, to end special allowance payments to student lenders through 9.5 percent floor loans on Oct. 6. The bill would use the savings to more than triple the amount provided for additional teacher loan forgiveness on federal student loans. Reps. Howard “Buck” McKeon (R-CA) and Joe Wilson (R-SC) have cosponsored the bill. Senior Democrat on the committee George Miller (CA) said Democrats would support the bill if it was the only option they had to close the “loophole” before Congress adjourns. The House is also scheduled to consider a bill, H.R. 5185, on Oct. 6 to extend the programs under the Higher Education Act (HEA) for one year to give Congress time to rewrite the program. Both bills will be considered under suspension of the rules.

KILDEE/VAN HOLLEN BILL GAINS 23 COSPONSORS
A bill introduced by Reps. Dale Kildee (D-MI) and Chris Van Hollen (D-MD), H.R. 5113, that would close the loophole that provides special allowance payments of 9.5 percent on certain student loans gained 23 Democratic cosponsors on Sept. 30.  The same day House Education and the Workforce Chairman John Boehner (R-OH) introduced a similar bill, H.R. 5186. The difference between the two bills is how the money saved by closing the loophole will be spent. In Boehner’s bill the money would be used to increase teacher loan forgiveness. The Kildee/Van Hollen bill would use the money to increase the maximum Pell Grant amount. For more information, visit http://thomas.loc.gov.

MAN ALLEGEDLY USED IDENTITY THEFT TO GET STUDENT LOANS
A Philadelphia man listed two strangers as co-borrowers enabling him to receive more than $25,000 in student loans, according to the Associated Press. Christopher Hooper used the money to pay his tuition at the Art Institute of Philadelphia. Hooper is now in jail awaiting trail.

NASFAA URGES LAWMAKERS TO PASS BILLS ENDING EXCESS LENDER SUBSIDIES AND EXTENDING THE HEA
National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (NASFAA) President Dallas Martin urged Congress to pass two bills in letters sent to Republican and Democratic higher education congressional leaders. Martin recommended Congress to pass the Taxpayer-Teacher Protection Act, S. 2877 in the Senate and H.R. 5186 in the House, and the Higher Education Extension Act, H.R. 5185. The House is scheduled to vote on both bills on Oct. 6. The Taxpayer-Teacher Protection Act would end excessive subsidies paid to student lenders through special allowance payments on 9.5 percent floor loans and use the money saved to increase funding of loan forgiveness for specific K-12 teachers. H.R. 5185 would extend the Higher Education Act (HEA) through Sept 30, 2005 to allow Congress to complete the reauthorization of the HEA. 

HEAA EXPECTED TO CHANGE GRANT PROGRAM
The Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA) expects to make its first major change in nearly 40 years by changing its funding formula, according to the “The Morning Call.” The formula determines how much money students are given, how many students are given money, and who money is given to. Nominal increases in state funding, increased demand for PHEAA grants, and rising tuition are forcing changes to maximize grant money. PHEAA is considering cutting aid to middle-income students to increase grants for the lowest-income students, whether students at private and state schools should continue to be given more aid than students at community colleges, and whether students and parents should have input in the funding formula. For more information, visit http://www.timesleader.com/mld/timesleader/news/local/9826861.htm.

EFC STATES SUPPORT FOR GREGG/BOEHNER BILL TO END EXCESS STUDENT LENDING SUBSIDIES
The Education Finance Council (EFC) issued a news release Sept. 30 expressing its support of legislation to change the federal policy governing loans financed by tax-exempt financing making them eligible for a 9.5 percent guaranteed interest rate. EFC said the bill, H.R. 5186, introduced by the chairmen of the Senate and House education committees, Sen. Judd Gregg (R-NH) and Rep. John Boehner (R-OH), was carefully constructed, prospective and designed to use savings for current and future students. 

STUDENT LOAN DEBT EXAGGERATED ACCORDING TO SANDY BAUM
Senior policy analyst at the College Board Sandy Baum told a symposium at Oxford that rising student debt is not causing most borrowers extreme financial burden,according to “The Guardian.” Public alarm about student financial burden was unjustifiable for the majority of students, Baum told the panel. However,students from poor families were having a harder time handling their student loan debt, she said.

CFS SURVEY: MANY LACK UNDERSTANDING OF HIGHER EDUCATION FINANCE OPTIONS
A national survey by Collegiate Funding Services showed that more than one third of households do not understand their higher education finance options and 44 percent of parents felt they were unprepared to pay for their children’s education. One third of survey participants said that the cost of tuition was a more important factor in choosing a college than academic reputation and 25

percent said that the rising cost of tuition contributed to the decision to not send their child to a four-year university. For more information, visit http://www.cfsloans.com/
CATO INSTITUTE REFUTES CLAIMS OF ‘MEASURING UP’ REPORT
Education policy analyst at the Cato Institute, Neal McCluckey, wrote an editorial claiming the conclusions from a report “Measuring Up 2004” were exaggerated to serve the interests of the organization who published the report. The National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education (NCPPHE) released the report on Sept. 15 giving U.S. colleges an “F” for affordability. NCPPHE used “flawless logic, as long as the goal is to grossly underestimate federal aid, wildly exaggerate college ‘affordability’ problems and keep taxpayer dollars flowing to universities,” McCluckey wrote.  For more information, visit http://www.cato.org/dailys/10-02-04.html.
