Higher Education Associations Urge Presidential Candidates To Speak About Ideas. The Chronicle of Higher Education (10/7, Selingo) reports, "Days before the two presidential debates that are expected to focus on domestic policy, six major higher-education associations have sent a joint letter to the campaigns of President Bush and Sen. John Kerry, urging them to speak about key areas where the federal government could play a role in strengthening the nation's colleges." The associations "told the candidates that 'the U.S. is in jeopardy of losing its role as the preferred destination for international students and scholars' because of its student-visa policies. On research, the associations called for additional financial support 'to best foster America's security, medical, and technological innovation.' Edward M. Elmendorf, senior vice president for government relations and policy analysis at the American Association of State Colleges and Universities, helped draft the letter. He said its purpose was to get higher education on the agenda of the two candidates before the election." And "besides the state-college association, the letter was signed by the presidents of the American Association of Community Colleges, the American Council on Education, the Association of American Universities, the National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities, and the National Association of State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges." 

USED Grant Funds CAMP Program Credited With Increasing Access To College. The San Antonio Current (10/7, Sorg) reports, that in 2000, Our Lady of the Lake University "received a $1.2 million grant from the U.S. Department of Education for" College Assistance Migrant Program "which serves college-bound migrant students." And "many CAMP enrollees are among the first generations in their families to attend college, presenting cultural and social issues: Leaving behind a life of migrant work also means leaving people behind." So "in CAMP, social issues must be addressed as intently as academics. College is often the first time migrant students have spent much time away from their families; it can cause cultural and family rifts that can pull students in several directions." The article chronicles the experiences of several enrollees. 
New Orleans' Delgado Community College Wins Grant For Learner Success. The New Orleans Business Journal (10/7) reports, "Delgado Community College received a $1.75 million grant from the U.S. Department of Education for a five-year project entitled, 'Focusing on Learning to Increase Learner Success.' The program will integrate student services with curriculum and instruction by focusing on core learning and related support systems to increase student learning, course completion rates and retention rates. Delgado's grant will help revolutionize the way the college provides student services and classroom instruction over the next five years, according to Chancellor Alex Johnson." 
US Visa Laws Said To Route Foreign Students To Other Countries. Detroit News (10/7, Semuels) reports, "Students from foreign nations have to run the Department of Homeland Security's tough new gantlet for getting a student visa. For one graduate student from Iran, it meant providing four sets of fingerprints. For another from Chile, it meant showing proof he owned a house and a car there. For a Swiss student, it meant waiting five hours for a three-minute interview. Nationally, there were 586,323 international students in the United States this past year, an increase of less than 1 percent over the year before, in contrast to a 6 percent gain the previous year." Such stringent laws have routed foreign students to other countries such as Australia, who saw an 11% increase in international students last year, and the United Kingdom, who saw a 23% increase. The Indianapolis Star (10/7, Groppe) also has a story on this. 
Congress Approves Increase In DC Tuition Aid Program. The Washington Post (10/7, Hsu) reports, "Congress approved the District's 2005 budget yesterday, increasing funds for a popular federal college tuition aid program for D.C. students and refraining from partisan fighting that tied up past bills." The bill "sailed through the House, 377 to 36, and the Senate, without objection, for final approval just six days into the fiscal year that began Oct. 1. President Bush is expected to sign the measure shortly." And "House and Senate appropriations committee leaders approved a measure to increase the federal aid to the D.C. Tuition Assistance Program to $25.6 million from $17 million, overruling objections by Sen. Richard J. Durbin (D-Ill.). The senator had assailed the increase as a 'disturbing' sign of runaway spending in a program he helped create." Durbin "has said that a $8.6 million increase was unwarranted while the four-year-old program carries a $9 million surplus." 
Guidelines Unveiled For Colorado's Higher Education. The Rocky Mountain News (10/7, Yettick) reports, "The Colorado Department of Higher Education released guidelines Wednesday for accountability contracts that the state's public schools and universities must negotiate by July 1. Legislation passed this year said schools had to create and fulfill the contracts or lose state funding. The guidelines say schools that raise tuition and fees by more than the rate of inflation must explain what they plan to do with the additional money. They require schools to address grade inflation, revealing how many students in each department got A's, B's and C's, D's and F's. Core courses would be also be toughened and standardized, making it easier for students to transfer from school to school." 
Rocky Mountain News Supports College Guidelines. The Rocky Mountain News (10/7) supports the new accountability guidelines for state schools. The Mountain news says the guidelines offer the public an increased transparency of school operations, and if adopted, will "increase public confidence in the institutions." The Mountain News mentions one specific guideline, upgrading college teacher training -- "This may be the single most attractive element of the reform package. The contracts will require prospective teachers to spend time in schools challenged by high poverty rates or large numbers of children learning English. New teachers will also be trained how to use statewide test results to improve instruction. Both could lead to achievement gains among students most in need." 
Chicago City College Union Votes For Strike. The Chicago Tribune (10/7) reports, "As one teachers strike ended in a rural community near Joliet, another was threatened today in the City Colleges of Chicago. The Cook County College Teachers Union announced this morning that 700 of its members voted this week to authorize a walkout if an agreement is not reached with school officials by Oct. 15, WGN-Ch. 9 reported. Only 23 union members reportedly voted against the walkout. They have been working without a contract since July 15. The cost of healthcare is a key issue in the contract dispute." 
Minnesota Universities Propose Smaller Tuition Hike. The St. Paul Pioneer Press (10/7, Pattison) reports, "After years of double-digit tuition hikes, students at Minnesota's public colleges and universities may face smaller increases next year. The state's two major public systems have proposed less severe tuition hikes for the next two years: 4 percent in the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities system and 5.5 percent at the University of Minnesota. ... University of Minnesota President Robert Bruininks will present the proposal to the Board of Regents Friday in Duluth as it considers its request for the 2005 legislative session. The regents will vote on the request next month." 
U Nebraska Regents Consider Deal With Student Loan Lender. The Omaha World-Herald (10/6, Hord) reported, "University of Nebraska regents were divided and cautious Tuesday about a proposed contract to make the Lincoln campus a partner with a Lincoln lender in making student loans. While regents don't want to deny students up to $600,000 in scholarship money that would come from the deal, they are concerned about Nelnet's past use of a federal loophole to obtain high guaranteed interest rates." Nelnet "would share some of its profits with UNL in return for the university's switch from a direct-government loan program to a 'school-as-lender' program designed for private lenders to provide loan funds. Under the proposal, undergraduate students at UNL would continue to get their loans directly through government programs. According to government estimates, switching the $14 million in graduate and professional student loans at UNL would add about $1.5 million a year to federal costs, said Craig Munier, financial aid director at UNL." 
Ohio Regents To Urge Capping Tuition. The Cincinnati Enquirer (10/7, Amos) reports, "The Ohio Board of Regents is likely to recommend capping college tuition for the next two years, but only if state funding for higher education increases. Tuition for state colleges and universities could grow by 3.5 to 4.5 percent annually for the next two years under a proposal discussed Tuesday in Columbus. But those caps need to be linked to state funding increases of about 5 to 6 percent a year, said Rick Petrick, the Regents' vice chancellor for finance." 
Columnist Urges Better College Funding. Devin Nordberg, an academic adviser at University of Colorado, Bolder, writes in the Denver Post (10/7) "For access to higher education, wealth is surpassing academic merit as a determining factor. Low-performing students from wealthy families attend college at the same rate as high-performing students from poor families. With tuition at major universities rising another 9 percent this year, these situations are worsening rapidly." Nordberg adds, "As livelihoods hinge on more expensive education, even those students who manage to attend college are suffering destructive consequences as increasing debt loads limit their freedom." Nordberg supports better funding for higher education, so college can become a "social investment not an individual one." 

Guidelines Will Scale Back Efforts To Diversify Federal Workforce. The Washington Post (10/7, A37, Fears) reports that "the government under President Bush is implementing new guidelines that could scale back a decades-old effort to diversify a federal workforce that is largely white and male. Under the new guidelines, known as Management Directive 715 and handed down by the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, the word 'underrepresented' is no longer used to describe women and minorities, who in fact still are, the EEOC's own numbers show. The directive instructs managers at federal agencies to de-emphasize the statistical makeup of their staffs while making hires and promotions, as called for in prior directives. Instead, they are being asked to evaluate potential barriers that stymie the advancement of women and minorities. EEOC officials say statistics alone do not indicate if discrimination is at play." The Post adds, "Civil rights activists denounced the new directive, saying statistics are hard evidence of an imbalance that should be relied upon, as opposed to subjective observations by managers. EEOC managers said the new approach is meant to complement statistical analysis." 
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