Sentencing Postponed In Title IV Case. The Tyler Morning Telegraph (10/12, Knaupp) reports, "A federal sentencing scheduled for Tuesday was postponed for a former Texas College employee who pleaded guilty to misappropriation of funds. Tiffany Renee Jenkins, 31, Tyler, will instead be sentenced Nov. 1 by U.S. District Judge William Steger." The Telegraph notes, "Ms. Jenkins is charged with violating Title 20, U.S. Code Sect. 1097, which is the misappropriation of Title IV funds. She faces five years in federal prison and a $250,000 fine." The Federal Bureau of Investigations "investigated the case for more than a year along with the Department of Education and the office of the inspector general." Jim Bradshaw, spokesman U.S. Department of Education, said Title IV "includes both student loans and grants." 

Catholic U Allows NAACP Chapter To Form. The Washington Post (10/13, Barker) reports, "Catholic University said yesterday that it will allow students to start an NAACP chapter on campus as long as the group does not advocate abortion rights or take other positions contrary to the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church. The decision came six months after the university blocked a student NAACP chapter from forming, citing the civil rights organization's support for abortion rights and the belief that such a chapter would 'cause redundancy' with existing campus groups." 

Democrats, Student Loan Watchdog Advocates Criticize Student Loan Bill. The Washington Post (10/13, Fitzgerald) reports, "Democrats and student loan watchdog advocates have criticized as inadequate legislation passed by Congress to address loopholes that allow student loan companies to collect huge subsidies from the government." The Post adds, "Democrats, who reluctantly supported the bill's one-year provision, contend that the legislation still allows banks to 'recycle' profits from existing loans to make new loans that would then be eligible for the high interest rate." Robert Shireman, director of the Institute for College Access and Success, said, "This only provides partial and temporary closure of the loopholes and that partial closure will allow for billions of dollars of continued payments to these student loan companies." 

Half Of Undergraduates Fail To Complete Federal Student Aid Application. WREG-TV Memphis, Tennessee (10/12, 5:46 a.m.) reported, "The study from the American Council on Education says half of undergraduates enrolled in 1999- 2000 at colleges participating in federal student aid programs did not complete the main federal aid application form. The Department of Education launched a public relations campaign last year to increase awareness of federal financial aid. About 9 million students will receive federal assistance this year in some form, and about 75 percent of all undergraduates whose parents' incomes are less than $30,000 filed a FAFSA." 

Medical Schools Actively Recruit Minorities. The New York Times (10/13, Chung) reports that more medical schools are adopting recruiting techniques that increase the racial diversity of their classes. The Times says, "The efforts are largely in response to the small number of underrepresented minority candidates, which has remained relatively constant despite efforts aimed at increasing it. In 1992, 4,034 underrepresented minorities -- African-Americans, Mexican-Americans, American Indians and Puerto Ricans -- applied to medical school, compared with 4,143 in 2003, according to the Association of American Medical Colleges." Supporters say justification for these recruiting efforts "is in creating a physician work force that will be diverse enough to serve the nation's rapidly changing population. Admissions officers say that not only are minority physicians more likely to work with minority populations, which have disproportionately low access to health care, but that minority patients are also more likely to seek out minority doctors." 
Public Universities Court Students With Honors. Detroit News (10/13, Pope) reports, "public universities around the country are rapidly developing honors colleges" in an effort to court students with smaller class sizes, larger financial aid packages and "top professors." The Detroit News adds, "Some honors colleges have been around for decades, but most have cropped up since the mid-1990s, when competition for students sharpened and ambitious presidents embraced honors colleges as a way to raise their profiles. Vermont's opened this fall; City University of New York and Miami Dade College, a two-year school, are among others created in recent years. Yet the rapid expansion has raised some concerns about how honors colleges fit into the mission of state universities, and about whether some schools are rushing them out in response to competitive pressure." 
With $100K Grant, Arizona College To Improve Child-Care. The Yuma Sun (10/12, Athens) reports, "Arizona Western College officials announced Monday they intend to recruit and train 48 people through their early childhood programs to address the lack of child-care providers here, specifically in the east and southern portions of Yuma County. Infants and toddlers are not getting enough individualized attention because of a lack of caregivers and a lack of quality child care, said Judy Watkinson, director of early childhood programs at AWC." The Sun adds, "Watkinson's comments came on Monday just before Arizona Gov. Janet Napolitano arrived in Yuma to present AWC officials with a $100,000 state grant. The money, Watkinson said, will be used to recruit and train caregivers through the college's early childhood program." 

Georgia Regents Kill Proposed George Tuition Hike. The Atlanta Journal Constitution (10/13, Simmons) reports, "Georgia college students were spared a midyear tuition increase Tuesday, but the University System still faces a budget crunch. After weeks of agitation by students and politicians, the Board of Regents voted unanimously to reject a 10 percent tuition increase proposed to help make up a $64.8 million shortfall. ... Instead of increasing tuition to make up for a reduction in state funding, the regents told the state's 34 campuses to trim back at least $20.3 million in spending. The regents also called for a one-time $27.8 million reduction in the University System's health care reserves - money that must be replenished next year." 

Louisiana Said To Face Difficult Task In Improving Higher Education. Will Sentell writes in his column for the Baton Rouge Advocate  (10/12), "Louisiana has again gotten one of the worst report cards in the nation for higher education, another sign of just how hard it is to reverse decades of negligence." And "the findings dovetail with a bleak theme that ran through a two-day retreat last week by the Louisiana Board of Regents, the state's top higher education board: Even with modest progress in recent years, the state faces a massive task fixing its education system." And "despite recent gains, the chance of Louisiana high-school students enrolling in college by age 19 is low. Ten years ago, 5 percent of public-school eighth-graders in the state took algebra, giving them a jump on high school. Just 4 percent do now. In top states, about 35 percent of eighth-graders study the subject." 
Virginia Universities Call For More Independence. The Washington Post (10/13, Shear) reports, "The chief executives at the University of Virginia, the College of William and Mary and Virginia Tech told a legislative panel that they must be freed from time-consuming red tape and political uncertainty if they want to compete for faculty, research dollars and top students against the world's best public and private universities. And they said they plan to propose legislation in January that would transform the three colleges from state agencies into independent public entities, with control of their budgets, tuition rates, procurement, capital construction and salaries." The Post adds, "The college presidents said their desire to become 'charter universities' is the result of 15 years of erratic state funding for undergraduate education and research." 
Columnist Questions Effect Of Quotas On Asian Americans. Jay Mathews writes in the Washington Post (10/13) about Ed Chin, a physician who says affirmative action hurts students of Asian decent. Chin says, "Chinese and all Asian Americans are penalized for their values on academic excellence by being required to have a higher level of achievement, academic and non-academic, than any other demographic group, especially Whites, in order to be admitted to Harvard, the Ivies and the other elites in this zero-sum game called admissions based on racial preferences." Mathews concludes, "I am convinced that one reason why Chin's well-reasoned complaints have not led to massive demonstrations and legislative reform is that the students of Asian descent who are rejected by the Ivies get educations just as good in other colleges. College admissions cannot be fair for anyone when...there are ten applicants for every place in the freshman class." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles:

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
The following articles are form HEWI NewsLine:
SENATE PASSES TAXPAYER-TEACHER PROTECTION ACT AND HEA EXTENSION
The Senate passed the Taxpayer-Teacher Protection Act, H.R. 5186, and the extension of the Higher Education Act (HEA), H.R. 5185, by unanimous consent on Oct. 9. Senate Democrats expressed three concerns they had about H.R. 5186 before passing the bill. “So the Gregg bill before us has three big problems-it doesn’t fully close the loophole, it expires after a year and it doesn’t help today’s  college student,” Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA) said. Despite their disagreement,

Democrats felt the bill was a good first step towards closing the “9.5 percent loan loophole.”  H.R. 5186 will end excess subsidies on 9.5 percent loans and use the savings to increase loan forgiveness for certain teachers at high poverty schools. The Senate passed the HEA extension without amendments. The extension will give Congress time to reauthorize the HEA in 2005 and includes no changes. President Bush is expected to sign both bills in a few days.

CONVICTED DRUG OFFENDERS REMAIN INELIGIBLE FOR FINANCIAL AID
Convicted drug offenders remain ineligible for financial aid under a 1998 amendment to the Higher Education Act (HEA). Congress adjourned until Nov. 16 leaving this issue unaddressed, according to the “Boston Globe.” The 1998 amendment bans drug offenders from receiving financial aid for a minimum of one year. One bill and four amendments were brought before Congress to overturn the

law this year, but none were marked up. For more information, visit

http://theedge.bostonherald.com/lifeNews/view.bg?articleid=48176&format=text.

EMINENT SUPREME COURT RULING COULD HAVE EXTREME CONSEQUENCES FOR MISSISSIPPI COLLEGES
A U.S. Supreme Court ruling could benefit Mississippi’s three historically black colleges and universities (HBCUs) with more than $500 million, according to “The Daily Mississippian.” Jake Ayers Sr. and other black students are the plaintiffs in the case. They seek money to compensate for decades of the state funding HBCUs with less money than predominantly white schools. The plaintiffs’ goal is to give all of Mississippi’s public universities the same opportunity to attract students. If awarded the money, Mississippi’s HBCUs would use it to better compete with predominantly white schools. The Ayers case first went to district court 29 years ago. For more information, visit http://www.thedmonline.com/vnews/display.v/ART/2004/10/06/4163df04c46ec. 

MICHIGAN COMMUNITY COLLEGES BECOME MORE AFFORDABLE
Students at 26 Michigan community colleges are eligible for a tax-credit good for an 8 percent rebate on tuition and fees, according to MLive.com. The credit is available to schools that do not raise tuition more than 2.3 percent. All but two community colleges qualified for the credit this year. For more information,visit

http://www.mlive.com/news/statewide/index.ssf?/base/news-5/1097102415324280.xml.

GEORGIA SCHOOLS CONSIDER MID-YEAR TUITION INCREASE
The Georgia Board of Regents is considering a mid-year tuition increase and job cuts to compensate for $64 million in state budget cuts, according to the “Atlanta Journal-Constitution.” State funding for the Georgia higher education system has decreased to 10.9 percent from 13.1 percent in 1999. At the same time enrollment has increased by almost 50,000. The proposed increase has motivated students to petition against the budget cuts. For more information, visit

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/metro/1004/10tuition.html
TUITION AID INCREASES $8.6 MILLION IN DISTRICT’S FY2005 BUDGET
Congress passes the District of Columbia’s FY2005 budget on Oct. 6 including an increase of $8.6 million in federal college tuition aid, according to “The Washington Post.” The House voted 377 to 36 to approve the bill and the Senate passed it by unanimous consent. The D.C. Tuition Assistance Program will receive $25.6 million in 2005 compared to $17 million in 2004. Sen. Richard Durbin (D-IL) opposed the bill because an $8.6 million increase seemed unjustifiable

considering the program has a $9 million surplus. For more information, visit

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A13268-2004Oct6.html?nav=rss_topnews.

