Study Grades States On Higher Education.  Virginia Gets Mixed Grades.  The Washington Post (10/14, Fehr) reports that a recent report by National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education found Virginia "earned a D-minus grade, however, for education 'affordability,' a measure of tuition costs and financial aid. The cost for low- and middle-income students to attend public four-year colleges and universities represents nearly 40 percent of their families' income, the report said."  The Post notes, "The state earned a B-plus for preparation, which measures elementary and secondary schools' performance teaching math, reading and science. Though noting eighth-graders' improvement in math, center officials said that compared with their peers in other states, Virginia's low-income eighth-graders scored 'very poorly' on national math assessments.  Virginia received a B for completion, or the number of students who finish college in a timely manner. A large proportion of freshmen return for their sophomore year at colleges and universities, the study said." 
Vermont Gets "A" For Progress, "F" For Affordability.  The Bennington Banner  (10/14, Parker) reports that the non-profit National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education gave Vermont "an 'A' grade for its efforts to see freshmen at two- and four-year colleges and universities return to school and earn their degrees." The Banner adds, "The Green Mountain State earned an 'F' for the affordability of higher education for students and their families. ...  The study said the state has a number of strengths in the education realm, namely that a large proportion of freshmen at public and private four-year colleges and universities return for their second year and a good number of those students ultimately earn their degrees.  But Vermont is also one of the lowest performing states in the percentage of students earning a high school degree or equivalent." 
Indiana Colleges To Toughen Admission Standards.  The AP (10/14) reports, "Students trying to enter one of Indiana's public universities in 2011 would be required to take a tougher academic track in high school than today's students under a proposal approved by a state panel Tuesday.  The governor's Education Roundtable approved a recommendation that state financial aid and admission to Indiana, Purdue, Ball State or Indiana State universities be made contingent on students earning a Core 40 diploma. The recommendation still must be approved by the state Board of Education.  Core 40 requires students to chart a more focused academic plan including tougher math and science classes. It is part of a larger effort to push more students toward college or other post-secondary training." 
       Core 40 May Better Prepare College Students.  The Indianapolis Star (10/13, Hooper) reports, "Today's middle-schoolers could be denied state aid and even admission to Indiana's four-year colleges if they fail to take more rigorous courses in high school."  The Star notes, "That tougher curriculum also is key to better preparing students for college and the work force, Roundtable members said. Tougher graduation requirements will ensure that a high school diploma in Indiana actually means something, said Steve Ferguson, a panel member.  While more Indiana high school students are going to college -- 60 percent, up from 35 percent in the mid-1980s -- just 25 percent of those students graduate from college within four years." 
Massachusetts Scholarship May Be Changed To Spread Wealth To Poorer Areas.  The Boston Herald (10/14, Rothstein) reports, "The Romney administration is revamping its new merit scholarship program to lower the number of rich white kids who would be eligible, officials said.  'It is going to benefit some very high achieving, deserving students that we hope to attract to our public higher education institutions,' said Ann Reale, Gov. Mitt Romney's senior policy adviser."  The Herald notes, "A critical report released today finds that half of the scholarships would go to students in communities with median income higher than $82,000. The study also found that award winners, who receive tuition waivers at any state college, university or community college, would be only 5 percent black and 4 percent Hispanic. ...  Under the administration's compromise plan, scholarship winners would still have to rank in the top 25 percent of MCAS scores but only the top one-quarter of any school district's students will be eligible." 
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