ACT Finds Fewer Than One-Fourth Of Students Ready For College. The Chronicle of Higher Education (10/15, Jacobson) reports, "American high schools' core curricula insufficiently prepare students for college-level work and even for job training, according to a report released this week by ACT, the organization that administers the college-entrance examination of the same name. The report, 'Crisis at the Core: Preparing All Students for College and Work,' says that only 22 percent of the 1.2 million high-school students who took the ACT test in the 2003-4 academic year were ready for college-level courses in English, mathematics, and science." And "minority students are much less likely to be prepared for college." So "to increase the number of students prepared for college and jobs, ACT will work with school districts across the country to evaluate the rigor of their courses and help to improve them. The program, called Ready to Succeed, will start in January." 

Some Colleges Try Zero-Tolerance Toward Suicide Attempts. The Wall Street Journal (10/15, B1, Sander) reports, "With the school year in full swing, colleges are keenly aware of the heightened risks of suicide on their campuses. Many are adding mental-health staff and holding more workshops for students. A few are also adopting elements of an unusual suicide-prevention program that has been in place at the University of Illinois for 20 years, but that has received little attention. In an approach that is controversial among college administrators, the university has a zero-tolerance rule with suicidal behavior. In almost every case, students who threaten or attempt suicide are automatically required to see a counselor for four sessions if they want to remain at the school. In the two decades the program has been in place, more than 1,800 students have been through it, and not one has committed suicide while enrolled at the school." 
Fewer Blacks Attend University Of Michigan. The AP (10/15) reports, "The University of Michigan's freshman class had 15% fewer black students than last year, partly because fewer applied after the Supreme Court struck down the school's affirmative action policy, officials said Thursday. University spokeswoman Julie Peterson said some potential applicants may have mistakenly believed the court's June 2003 ruling completely abolished affirmative action in admissions. Instead, the ruling required the school to modify the way it accounts for race in undergraduate admissions. Among the school's 6,040 new first-year students, 350 were black, compared with 410 last year. Applications from black students were down more than 25%, officials said. President Mary Sue Coleman said the numbers are reason for concern." 

Tennessee Lottery Expected To Hit Target For Education Funds. The Tennessean (10/15, de la Cruz) reports, "The Tennessee lottery is on track to raise enough funds for education this year with a $51.3 million transfer today, officials said yesterday. The first-quarter performance for 2004-05 puts the lottery well within reach of meeting its $200 million education budget, said Kym Gerlock, spokeswoman for the Tennessee Education Lottery Corp. The transfer brings the total raised for college scholarships and other education programs to $174 million since the games started Jan. 20, she said." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles:

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
The following articles are from HEWI NewsLine:
GEORGIA BOARD OF REGENTS VOTES AGAINST TUITION INCREASE
The Georgia University System Board of Regents unanimously voted against midyear tuition increases on Tuesday, “The Macon Telegraph” reported. Regents will use $28 million from the university system’s health care reserves, $9.4 million from a construction project that did not materialize and look for ways to save another $7 million to cover most of the $64.8 million in budget cuts. Individual institutions in the Georgia University System will be responsible for cutting the remaining $20.3 million. Many students had protested the proposed 10 percent

midyear tuition hike to cover the costs of budget cuts. Now, some worry how budget cuts will affect the quality of education in the Georgia University System. For more information, visit http://www.macon.com/mld/macon/9903954.htm.

VIRGINIA COLLEGES TO GIVE UP STATE FUNDING FOR INDEPENDENCE
Virginia’s three most prestigious public colleges would sacrifice state funding in order to have independence from state control, “The Washington Post” reported. The College of William and Mary, the University of Virginia and Virginia Tech will propose legislation in January to give them charter status. School leaders said they need to be free from the political and bureaucratic constraints they face as public institutions to compete with other schools for research money and

top students and faculty. Fifteen years of inconsistent state funding for research and undergraduate education has also motivated their desire to become independent. The schools have hired lobbyists and created a media campaign to advocate their case to lawmakers next year. The proposal has some worried that the change would adversely affect the colleges’ employees, students and other Virginia public colleges. For more information, visit

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A27902-2004Oct12.html.

GAO REPORTS PROGRESS AND ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT IN FSA 
The Government Accountability Office (GAO) issued a report that stated the Office of Federal Student Aid (FSA) has improved key management issues and gave five recommendations for further improvement. The GAO also found that FSA plans and reports lacked required information needed to assess FSA’s progress in achieving its goals. The GAO recommended the FSA issue rules for performing comprehensive compliance reviews, include goals in its performance plans and reports, revise its succession plan, evaluate human capital initiatives and clarify criteria for

awarding bonuses. To view the report, visit http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-05-31.

OHIO REGENTS ASK FOR A TUITION CAP
A plan that would cap tuition at Ohio public universities over the next two years will likely be approved by the board of education sometime this month. A group of board members developed the proposal that caps tuition increases at 3.5 to 4.5 percent, as long as annual state funding increases by about 5 to 6 percent. Last year state universities raised tuition an average of 9 percent, while they saw budget cuts or flat funding. If the board approves the plan it

will then be sent to the legislature and governor.

ARIZONA COMMUNITY COLLEGES OFFER RELIEF FROM TUITION HIKES
A 40 percent tuition increase in two years at Arizona universities is increasing enrollment at Arizona community colleges, “The Arizona Republic” reported. Paradise Valley Community College and Scottsdale Community College were forced to expand their campuses and services to accommodate an increase in students. For more information, visit

http://www.azcentral.com/community/scottsdale/articles/1012sr-collegepage12introZ8.htm
