College Board Finds College Prices Rise More Slowly This Year. The Chronicle of Higher Education (10/20, Hoover) reports, "Pushed by stingier state budgets, the sticker price of attending a four-year public college rose 10 percent in 2004-5, according to the College Board's annual tuition survey, which was released on Tuesday. The increase was smaller than last year's surge of 14 percent but still high by historical standards. Tuition at two-year public colleges rose by 9 percent, and the price of attending a four-year private college increased by 6 percent." And "college advocates hailed the trends identified by the survey." 

ACT Reports Most Students Are Ill-Prepared For College. Education Week  (10/20, Cavanagh) reports that according to the recent study, "Crisis at the Core: Preparing All Students for College and Work," high school students face two pitfalls in preparing for college: "not enough of them are taking challenging classes, and the quality of those courses, which may look rigorous on paper, varies greatly by school. The study concludes that a wide range of students, not just high achievers, can benefit from taking more demanding classes." Education Week adds, "ACT officials said their findings led them to reconsider their view-espoused by the testing service for almost 20 years-that a core high school curriculum of four years of English and three years of mathematics and science was sufficient for students to be prepared for college. Students who took more than that minimum were far more likely to succeed in college, the study found." 

College Costs Climb At Slower Rate This Year. The Washington Post /AP (10/20, A25, Pope) reports, "College tuition rose at a slightly slower rate this year, climbing 10.5 percent at public four-year colleges and 6 percent at private ones, according to a new study. The College Board reported yesterday that the average tuition for in-state students at four-year public schools is $5,132 this year." And "including room and board, the overall cost for in-state students at four-year public schools rose 8 percent to $11,354." Meanwhile, "at private four-year colleges, tuition, room and board rose 6 percent to $27,516 this year." The College Board study "also shows that loans, rather than grants, play an increasing role in helping students pay for college." But "funding for Pell Grants, the primary support for low-income students and a topic in the presidential campaign, rose 6 percent above inflation." 
Students Turn To Private Loans For Larger Portion Of Costs. USA Today (10/20, Johnson) reports, "The 2004-'05 costs remain at historic highs but represent smaller increases than last year's 13% for public colleges and 6% for privates. The report also says students received more financial aid last year, a total of $122 billion, up 11% from 2002-03 after adjusting for inflation. But students are increasingly turning to private loans to pay for college, and of the grant aid that is available, a larger proportion of federal loans and tax benefits is going to families who are not considered the neediest." 
The Houston Chronicle (10/20, Buggs) reports, "College tuition and fees keep rising, while the numbers of government-sponsored grants and low-interest loans are stagnating. This squeeze is forcing more families to take out private loans to finance a higher education. That's the stark conclusion drawn from the College Board's annual surveys of college pricing and financial aid." But "there's little congressional support to raise the limits on federal grant awards and subsidized loans." 
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution (10/20, Mollison) reports, "Tuition and fees at public four-year colleges and universities are soaring at double-digit rates for the second straight year, and students are taking out bigger loans to cope, the College Board reported Tuesday." Still "more low-income students than ever are awarded federal Pell grants, which don't have to be repaid." And "several hundred thousand students who would have been eligible for Pell grants didn't apply, according to a study released last week by the American Council on Education." 
The New York Times (10/20, Winter) reports, The study "did not try to determine the reasons for the steep increases. But among the many factors cited by its authors and other higher education experts were shrinking endowments, large increases in health insurance costs for campus employees and anemic spending on higher education by states." 
The St. Paul Pioneer Press (10/20, Kelly) reports, "College students are relying more on loans to pay for their education this year as the availability of grants and scholarships ebbs, the College Board said Tuesday. The total cost of higher education continued to climb this year, the organization said, although at a more moderate pace compared with last year." And "Gaston Caperton, president of the College Board, pointed to shrinking endowments, reduced fund raising and the constant need for colleges to attract faculty and improve facilities as reasons for the trend in higher tuition costs." 
Kerry Uses Report To Attack Bush. The Washington Times (10/20, A1, Archibald) reports in a front-page story, "The rising cost of college, about 8 percent annually since 1984, has outpaced increases in grants and scholarships for lower-income and top-ranking students, forcing families and students to incur enormous debt, according to three reports issued yesterday by the College Board, based in New York City." And "the continual increase of college costs has led to $57 billion in federally subsidized loans last year, which amounted to more than half of all student aid and twice as much as in 1984, the reports said." And "Democratic presidential nominee John Kerry seized on the reports to attack President Bush, saying average tuition for undergraduates attending four-year colleges jumped 46 percent since he took office." But "in a third report, 'Education Pays,' issued yesterday, the College Board says workers with bachelor's degrees earned a median $49,900 in 2003, compared with a median $35,700 earned by those with a few years of college but no degree. Those with a high school diploma earned a median $30,800." 

College Rating Based On Choices Of Accepted Students. The New York Times (10/20, Dash) reports that a study submitted last week to the National Bureau of Economic Research ranks colleges based "entirely on where America's best and brightest ultimately decided to go." The study rated Harvard and Yale as the top two, "but the authors contend that their method of rating colleges and universities based on the real-life decisions of admitted students is more accurate and more relevant than rankings published each fall in college admissions guidebooks and magazines, like U.S. News and World Report." The Times notes, "The degree of Harvard's dominance was staggering. From their analysis, the researchers predict that a student who gets into both Harvard and Princeton is three times as likely to go to Harvard. That same student, on average, is more than eight times as likely to prefer Harvard to Brown, which ranked No. 7 on the list." 

Apollo Says $9.8 Million Settlement Will Not Affect Practices Or Expansion. The Pittsburgh Tribune-Review (10/20, Zlatos) reports, "A $9.8 million fine -- the largest ever imposed by the U.S. Department of Education -- will not affect the University of Phoenix's recruitment practices or future expansion in the Pittsburgh area, school officials say. 'It has no effect on any of our business plans, and of course that would include expansions,' said Terri Bishop, senior vice president of public affairs for Apollo Group Inc., the Phoenix-based owner of the university. It operates sites in Robinson and Monroeville and is considering moving into Washington County and Cranberry. The university did not admit guilt but agreed to what it calls a $9.8 million 'settlement' with the government, which released a 46-page report earlier this month." 
California Treasurer Proposes Plan For $5 Billion Endowment For Higher Education. The Los Angeles Times (10/20, Trounson) reports, "State Treasurer Phil Angelides on Tuesday urged creation of a $5-billion endowment for California higher education through the development and possible sale of state-owned properties, including urban land and unused warehouses. With public funding for the state's colleges and universities slipping even as their enrollments grow, Angelides said his proposal could ultimately provide an extra $300 million annually for scholarships, counseling and academic preparation efforts." And "several education advocates, including former state Secretary for Education Gary K. Hart, lauded the proposal as an innovative effort." But "a spokeswoman for Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger said his staff had not had a chance to study the proposal." 
U Colorado Gets National Science Grant. The Colorado Daily (10/20, Wiggins) reports, "CU-Boulder announced a $3.25 million, four-year National Science Foundation (NSF) grant to lead in the creation of a collaborative National Center for Women and Information Technology Monday. The center, which will be housed primarily on the CU-Boulder campus in the new Alliance for Technology, Learning and Society (ATLAS) building, is a collaboration between universities, industry, government and not-for-profit organizations. 'I am delighted by this support for the mission of the center, which is to ensure that women are fully represented in the influential world of informational technology and computing,' said CU-Boulder Chancellor Richard Byyny Monday in a press release." 
North Dakota Considers Requiring Essay For College Admission. The AP (10/20) reports, "A member of the state Board of Higher Education is asking for more debate about a proposal to require students to take a writing test as part of their North Dakota college entrance exams. The board is considering a requirement that students write an essay when they take the ACT, a college entrance exam, beginning in 2006. Final approval of the requirement could come next month. Students say the writing test might not be a fair measurement of skills, and some college presidents have said it could hurt their recruiting efforts." So "Board member Bev Clayburgh said she wants to hear more about the proposal." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles.

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
The following articles are from HEWI NewsLine:
COLLEGE BOARD RELEASES THREE REPORTS IN THE ‘TRENDS IN HIGHER EDUCATION SERIES’
The College Board released three reports: “Trends in College Pricing,” “Trends in Student Aid,” and “Education Pays” as part of the “Trends in Higher Education Series” on Oct. 19. The “Trends in College Pricing” report shows that tuition is historically high despite a smaller increase in tuitions this year compared to 2003. “Trends in Student Aid” reports that student aid has significantly increased, but grants have increased less than loan aid for the second year in a row. “Education Pays” shows that the benefits of a college education far outweigh the increase in college costs and student debt. Panel members at a press conference on the release of the reports expressed concern about the gap between college opportunity for wealthy and middle class students compared to low-income students. They agreed that improving need-based student aid and getting information to students about student aid were important steps to take to improve low income student college attendance, For more information, visit http://www.collegeboard.com/press/article/0,,38993,00.html.

NEW MEXICO CONSIDERS PAYING SCHOOLS FOR GRADUATING STUDENTS
The New Mexico Commission on Higher Education has proposed paying colleges and universities bonuses based on the number of at-risk students who graduate, the Associated Press reported. If the proposal is approved, the state will set aside $7 million to develop ways of retaining and graduating more at-risk students and money would be given to schools in 2007 based on the performance of at-risk students. For more information, visit

http://www.scsun-news.com/cgi-bin/artman/exec/view.cgi?archive=463&num=2887.

MANY CALIFORNIA HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS UNPREPARED FOR COLLEGE
A California college-preparatory testing program showed that 22 percent of high school juniors were ready for English and 55 percent were ready for Math at a college level. The program began in spring 2005 as an effort to improve students’ transition from high school to college. Special classes and programs for unprepared freshmen have cost the California State University system (CSU) roughly $30 million, David Spence, CSU system executive vice chancellor, told the

“San Diego Union-Tribune.” For more information, visit

http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/education/20041014-9999-1mi14caltest.html.

DECLINE IN BLACK FRESHMAN AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
The University of Michigan (UM) has fewer African-American freshman students for the third straight year, despite a record number of freshman students this year, the “Detroit Free Press” reported.  The number of American Indian and Hispanic students is increasing while the number of black students dwindles. UM plans to begin an outreach program to attract more black students. For more information, visit http://www.freep.com/news/education/umenrollment15n_20041015.htm.

WASHINGTON CONSIDERS RAISING SALES TAX TO FUND EDUCATION
On Nov. 2 the state of Washington will vote on a sales tax to help avoid a crisis of overcrowding at every level of Washington’s school system. Washington state higher education institutions do not receive enough funding for the amount of students enrolled because the system’s schools are overenrolled by roughly 16,000 students, “The Seattle Times” reported. A proposal to increase sales tax by 15 percent would raise $1 billion a year to fund education at all levels.

Opponent of the bill say its benefits are unclear and it costs too much. Supporters say more funding is needed to make sure that students are not turned away from higher education institutions and to help high schools better prepare students for college. For more information, visit http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2002065369_edinitiative17e.html.

UTAH PUBLIC COLLEGE ENROLLMENT GROWS LESS THAN PREDICTED
Utah’s nine colleges and universities saw a 1 percent enrollment increase despite officials predicting a 3 percent increase, “The Salt Lake Tribune” reported. Six schools reported an increase in student enrollment while three reported a decline. Officials speculated that a decrease in the number of the college-age population, increased tuitions, recent graduates choosing work over school and/or more part time students may have caused the lower than expected

enrollment increase . For more information, visit http://www.sltrib.com/utah/ci_2429633.

INDIANA COULD TIE STUDENT AID TO HIGH SCHOOL DIFFICULTY
Indiana’s Education Roundtable approved a proposal to tie student aid to a more rigorous high school curriculum, the “Indianapolis Star” reported. The State Board of Education is expected to approve the proposal that would link state funding to Core 40, a new standard in high school curriculum that requires more social studies, math, language arts and science classes. The new curriculum was designed to better prepare high school students to succeed after graduation.

Currently only  25 percent of Indiana’s college students graduate in four years and more than $85 million was spent on remedial college classes last year. For more information, visit http://www.indystar.com/articles/8/186000-7338-098.html.

SOUTH DAKOTA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM IS OVEREXTENDED
South Dakota’s new Opportunity Scholarship program has accepted 826 qualified high school graduates but only has enough money for 650 students, the Associated Press reported. The program gives $5,000 in financial aid to private and public colleges and universities in South Dakota. More students are expected to qualify for the program next year and legislators will be asked to come up with more money to fund the increase in students. 

SALLIE MAE PURCHASES SOUTHWEST
Sallie Mae announced it has completed purchasing Southwest Student Services Corporation (Southwest) on Oct. 15. Southwest will retain its brand, identity and CEO as a subsidiary of Sallie Mae. Southwest is the nation’s ninth largest federal student loan holder with a primary focus on college and universities in Arizona and Florida. To view the press release, visit

http://www2.salliemae.com/news/newsreleases/2004/041015.htm.

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH DAKOTA RECEIVES RECORD GRANT
The University of South Dakota received the largest biomedical grant in South Dakota history to further medical research from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) on Oct 14. A branch of the U.S. Department of HHS, the National Institutes of Health-National Center for Research Resources, sponsored the grant, which was the second step in a research infrastructure initiative. The grant will help improve biomedical research, promote youth to consider science and research careers, enhance outreach to K-12 students, improve undergraduate students’ education and help South Dakota retain students who might look for better research opportunities in other states. For more information, visit http://www.yankton.net/stories/101504/com_20041015014.shtml.

BLACK COLLEGES ACTIVELY RECRUIT HISPANIC STUDENTS
The number of Hispanic students at Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) has nearly doubled in the last 25 years, the “Houston Chronicle” reported. HBCUs have been actively recruiting Hispanics, the nations fastest growing demographic, by encouraging admissions staff to learn Spanish and recognizing Hispanic cultural events. Because schools with a higher percentage of minority students are eligible for extra federal funding, both students and schools benefit from a higher Hispanic student population. For more information, visit http://www.chron.com/cs/CDA/ssistory.mpl/metropolitan/2848415
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES WEAK ON HIGHER EDUCATION REFORM

Both presidential candidates have made promises to improve higher education but neither has done much to improve higher education during their political careers. President Bush has again promised to raise the maximum Pell Grant to $5,050. He also wants to increase first year subsidized loan limits by $375 to $3,000 if reelected. Instead of increasing the maximum Pell Grant, Sen. John Kerry (D-MA) said he would offer $50 billion in tax credits and $10 billion in federal funding to help schools keep tuition down. Kerry’s College Opportunity Tax Credit would offer students up to $4,000 in tax credit for each of the four years. The current tax credit is $1,500 for two years of school. Despite their promises, the candidates have done little to address higher education needs in the past. The Bush Administration has primarily focused on K-12 education reform through the No Child Left Behind Act and Kerry has paid little attention to higher education during his years in the Senate.

