FBI Raids Brooklyn School In Federal Education Aid Probe. The New York Post (10/21, Weiss, Mollica) reports, "FBI agents with a search warrant raided a Brooklyn business school yesterday as they probed suspected misuse of $500,000 in government aid, federal sources said." The probe "centers on charges that the nonprofit Centurion Professional Training School used federal Department of Education funds and grants, including student loans earmarked for training and business management courses, for unauthorized programs, sources said." 

Applications To Medical Colleges Up. The Chronicle of Higher Education (10/21, Mangan) reports, "Applications to medical schools in the United States inched up this year for the second straight year, with women outnumbering men and both black and Hispanic students making significant gains, the Association of American Medical Colleges announced on Wednesday. Enrollments also rose this year, notably among minority students. The turnaround in applicants over the past two years has come as a relief to admissions officers, who had watched applications shrink 28 percent from 1996, when they hit an all-time high, to 2002." 

Economists Let Students Rank Colleges. The AP (10/21, Pope) reports, "Critics of college rankings say universities aren't like their sports teams. You cannot settle who is best with head-to-head competition on the playing field. But in a new paper, a group of economists and statisticians begs to differ. They lay out a system that ranks colleges on how they perform in one kind of head-to-head competition they claim says a lot about a school, and can be measured: the battle for students who are admitted to several colleges and have to choose among them." The AP adds, "The top 20 schools look similar to the top liberal arts colleges and universities in the U.S. News rankings but their order changes. In U.S. News, for instance, Harvard and Princeton share the top spot among national universities; here, Harvard is No. 1, while Princeton falls to sixth. Duke, fifth in U.S. News, drops to 19th. But the system rewards other schools. Wellesley's appeal as a women's college evidently helps it win 'tournaments' with elite universities. Georgetown and Notre Dame score higher than they do in U.S. News, probably because of their popularity with Roman Catholic students." 
Schwan Scholarship Aimed At Twin City Students. The Minneapolis Star Tribune  (10/21, Smetanka) reports, "In an unusual move to draw urban students to rural Minnesota, the Schwan Food Co. has promised to cover all educational costs for about 200 qualifying graduates of Minneapolis and St. Paul public schools if they attend Southwest Minnesota State University in Marshall over the next few years. The program will start next fall with about a dozen freshmen and eventually will involve about 50 students each year. The plan, financed with $800,000 from the Marshall-based food manufacturer, will cover students' tuition, fees, books, room and board for four years of college. ... The scholarships are intended to give more students a chance at a college education at a time when tuition is rising and would also build ties between urban and rural Minnesota." 
Tennessean Says Scholarships Demand Grade Equity. The Tennessean (10/21) editorializes, "Good grades shouldn't be a matter of luck for any Tennessee student. The advent of the lottery scholarship in Tennessee has propelled the state's uneven grading standards to the top of the agenda. At a time when Tennessee is trying to equalize the disparate funding and programs among Tennessee school districts, grades should reflect more uniformity too." The Tennessean concludes, "Initial reports show that as many as 75% of districts will have to change their awarding of As and Bs to meet proposed standards. Only a fourth of schools statewide currently use the committee's proposed standards. In fact, about the only common denominator in scoring is an F - 89% of schools in the state consider 69 or below a failing grade. ... Scholarships demand uniformity in awarding money to students," so "if Tennessee can't come up with standards on what constitutes an A or B, it's not making the grade for students or for scholarships." 

Black Coaches Issue Minority Hiring Report. The Washington Post (10/21, Clarke) reports, "The Black Coaches Association gave most of the 28 schools that filled head-coaching jobs in I-A and I-AA football last year above-average marks in its first Hiring Report Card, which was released yesterday. Sixty percent of the schools (17 of 28) earned an A or B. Cornell finished at the top of the class despite not hiring a minority coach by earning A's in all five criteria that factor in the letter grade. Seven other schools earned A's, including Mississippi State (the only school among 28 to hire a minority). Twenty-five percent of the schools (7 of 28) earned a D or F. Of the four that got F's, three (Southern Utah, Nevada and San Diego) refused to participate in the study, thus ensuring a failing grade. Texas State took part, but earned an F anyway." 


Voluntary Response Key To Coaches Grading. USA Today (10/20, Moran) reports, "The grade on the report card was 'F.' The University of Nevada was one of four colleges that failed to meet the standards for a football coaching search as outlined by the Black Coaches Association. But the circumstances behind the university's decision illustrate how an examination by the BCA can overlook an important part of the process. Nevada was one of 28 Division I-A and I-AA programs to change head football coaches during the 2003-04 academic year. The university decided to forgo a national search. Instead, then athletics director Chris Ault returned to his old position as head coach after a tumultuous period that included 10 felony and four misdemeanor charges against players." USA Today adds, "The lack of a response earned Nevada and two other schools an 'F.'" 


Despite Improved Efforts, Only 4% Of I-A Coaches Are Black. The AP  (10/20, Marot) reports, "The Black Coaches Association still wants more minority hires in college football. But the group's new report card finds that most Division I schools are increasing their efforts to include minorities in the search process." Southern Utah, the University of San Diego and Texas State, all I-AA schools all received a "F," Kent State was the only I-A school to receive a "D," and six I-A schools -- Akron, Arizona, Cincinnati, Eastern Michigan, Texas-El Paso and Mississippi State -- received the highest grade. Two Division I-AA schools -- Cornell and Holy Cross also received an A. Cornell was the only school with a perfect score." The AP adds that after three years, the BCA is still "concerned that little progress has been made. Only five of 117 Division I-A head coaches, less than 4 percent, are black." 
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