Bush Signs Bill To Combat Suicide In Colleges. The Chronicle of Higher Education (10/22, Farrell) reports, "President Bush signed a suicide-prevention bill on Thursday that authorizes the government to give $22-million to college mental-health centers over a three-year period." But "it is unclear whether the funds will be appropriated anytime soon. In addition to authorizing $60-million in federal funds for various suicide-prevention and intervention programs at the state and local level, the new legislation contains a proposal to provide college mental-health centers with grants to create new suicide-prevention programs or enhance existing ones." 

Florida Board Of Governors Propose Flat Fee Tuition Plan. The Tallahassee Democrat (10/22, Yeager) reports, "Most university students in Tallahassee can expect to pay a flat fee equal to 15 credit hours per semester next school year...under an overhaul of tuition policies passed by the Board of Governors on Thursday. The changes also include charging students 25-percent more for taking too many credit hours. Saying the board understands Gov. Jeb Bush and the Legislature's power to fund universities, board Chairwoman Carolyn Roberts said Thursday's board action will be forwarded to them as a recommendation. Bush and the Legislature have already endorsed the plan in concept, so passage of the recommendation is likely." 

U Of Maine Adds SAT Scores To Scholarship Criteria. The Bangor Daily News (10/22, Cohen) reports, "Aiming to 'truly recognize the state's best and brightest,' the University of Maine has broadened its criteria for awarding free tuition to high school students, the dean of enrollment management announced this week. Beginning with next fall's entering class, UM will select students for the Top Scholar Award based on a combination of class ranking and scores on the Scholastic Aptitude Test, Dean John Beacon said. ... After 'diligently tracking' the retention of these students over the past few years since the award was created, Beacon said he found that those who scored well on standardized tests were more likely to earn the minimum 3.0 cumulative average required to retain the scholarship and, thus, more likely to remain in school." 

Economists Urge Increase In Aid Rather Than Price Controls On College Tuition. Robert B. Archibald and David H. Feldman, professors in the economics department at the College of William and Mary, write in the Washington Post (10/22, A25), "Tuition in the current academic year has risen more than 10 percent. Clearly this is a problem, and politicians are struggling to find a solution." But tuition is heavily subsidized for "families who need it and to high-income families who don't." So instead of price controls money should be spent on "larger federal Pell Grants or by enlarging the matching grant program that encourages states to augment their own aid budgets. Aid could be extended further into the middle class by raising the income thresholds at which families can qualify." Rep. Buck McKeon "has backed away from his price-control proposal, and Kerry should do the same. While there are many flaws in higher education financing, the price paid by students from high-income families at state-supported colleges and universities should not be high on anyone's list of problems to fix."

Bill Would Pay Student Loan Debt For Teachers In Low-Income Areas. The Newark Star Ledger (10/21) reported, "Math, science and special-education teachers in poor areas may soon reap a windfall. More than $250 million in government-subsidy payments to lenders would be redirected to pay off college loans for qualified teachers under legislation recently passed by both houses of Congress. President Bush is expected to sign the bill. The measure, called the Taxpayer-Teacher Protection Act of 2004, would temporarily close a loophole in federal law that caused the government to pay some loan companies 9.5 percent interest on student loans, regardless of market interest rates." The savings "would be used to expand an existing program to pay off loans for schoolteachers. Under the current program, schoolteachers who work in a designated low-income area for five years can apply to have as much as $5,000 in Stafford college loans wiped away." But "the Taxpayer-Teacher Protection Act would more than triple the amount of debt cancellation for a subset of this group -- those teaching math, science or special education in low-income areas. If the bill becomes law, those teachers would be eligible to have as much as $17,500 in student debts canceled." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles on ConnectED:

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
The following articles are from HEWI NewsLine:

CBO RELEASES COST ESTIMATE FOR THE TAXPAYER-TEACHER PROTECTION ACT
The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) released a cost estimate for the Taxpayer-Teacher  Protection Act, H.R. 5186, on Oct. 18. CBO estimated that the bill would decrease direct spending by $15 million in 2005 and by $19 million from 2005 to 2009. The bill would have no considerable affect on direct spending after 2009. “H.R. 5186 would temporarily limit lender yields on federally guaranteed student loans made from the proceeds of tax-exempt bonds and would expand, on a limited basis, a current loan-forgiveness program for certain student borrowers who subsequently teach in public schools,” according to the CBO report. To view the report, visit

http://www.cbo.gov/showdoc.cfm?index=5954&sequence=0&from=7.

STUDENTS ADVOCATE LEGISLATION TO MAKE STIPENDS TAX-EXEMPT
The National Association of Graduate-Professional Students and other coalitions encouraged graduate and undergraduate students to use the Internet to lobby for the Higher Education Affordability and Equity Act, H.R. 3412. The Oct. 20 initiative is being called a “National Day of Action,” according to the “Daily Bruin.” The bill was started by graduate students in 2002 and was referred to the House Subcommittee on 21st Century Competitiveness on Nov. 17, 2003. The bill

would help graduates students pay for school by creating a tax exemption for graduate student stipends. For more information, visit http://www.dailybruin.ucla.edu/news/articles.asp?id=30439.

MISSISSIPPI BLACK UNIVERSITIES RECEIVE $503 MILLION SETTLEMENT
The U.S. Supreme Court ruled on Oct. 19 that Mississippi’s three historically black universities will receive a $503 million settlement from a 30-year-long court case, “The “Jackson Clarion Ledger” reported. The settlement came from a lawsuit filed by Jake Ayers Sr. and other black students in 1975. They claimed that Mississippi’s black universities did not receive the same treatment as white universities. The lawsuit was appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court after a district  court agreed on the $503 million settlement in 2002. Mississippi State College Board officials are now struggling to find a way to pay the settlement. For more information, visit

http://www.clarionledger.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20041019/NEWS01/410190367/1002.

CALIFORNIA IMPROVES CREDIT TRANSFER
California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger (R) signed two bills, S.B. 1415 and S.B. 1785, to improve transferring college credit and to guarantee students know what courses are required for admission to California State Universities (CSUs), “The Desert Sun” reported. “S.B. 1415 requires CSU and the community college system to use a common course numbering system. S.B. 1785 calls for the CSU system to develop clear transfer requirements for high-demand majors such as liberal

studies and English and provides that if students complete the courses and meet other campus requirements, they will be guaranteed admission to the campus,” the “Sun” wrote. For more information, visit http://www.thedesertsun.com/news/stories2004/state/20041019005838.shtml.

MARYLAND PUBLIC UNIVERSITY SYSTEM ANNOUNCES NEW FISCAL PLAN
Maryland’s public university system announced the “Effectiveness and Efficiency” plan on Oct. 19, to save more than $26 million, “The Washington Post” reported. The plan is an effort to slow rising costs and adjust to a decline in state funding and will be given to the board of regents on Friday. The University of Maryland System’s plan includes requiring faculty to teach more courses in an effort to reduce the time it takes for students to graduate. Like many schools

across the country Maryland schools are trying to adjust to rising enrollment, the rising costs of fuel and student healthcare and cuts in state funding without making tuition unaffordable. The savings created by the plan are not enough to cover all the increases in cost that the university system faces. To read the article, visit

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A43800-2004Oct19.html.

BUS TOUR ENCOURAGES LATINOS TO ATTEND COLLEGE
A nationwide bus tour to encourage Latinos to attend college and inform them about financial aid will visit 23 cities across the country. The bus tour stops in cities to give 125 free workshops in Spanish about planning and paying for college. The tour began in Los Angeles on Sept. 8 and will end in Miami on Nov. 20. One in four Latinos attends college, but more are more likely to attend college if they are better informed about higher education financial aid. Sallie

Mae Fund partners with different local schools to conduct the outreach program. For more information, visit http://www.thesalliemaefund.org/projectaccess/smf_bus_tour.html.

CALIFORNIA TREASURE ADVOCATES $5 BILLION COLLEGE ENDOWMENT
A proposal to convert $5 billion in California-owned real estate into an endowment for the states higher education institutions was proposed by state Treasurer Phil Angelides, “The Sacramento Bee” reported on Oct. 20. The endowment would finance scholarships, counseling, high school classes to prepare students for college and academic outreach. The endowment would be one of the largest in the nation with the potential to generate $300 million a year for higher education programs, Angelides told the “Bee.” To read the article, visit http://www.sacbee.com/content/politics/story/11152344p-12068655c.html.

CAMPUS-BASED DEFAULT PREVENTION PROGRAMS RECEIVE $2.5 MILLION
EdFund announced that it will give $2.5 million to support campus-based programs to educate borrowers, prevent default and manage debt. EdFund will give more than $500,000 to new programs this year through its EdShare program. An additional 50 schools will receive $2 million to continue their programs. 

‘THE CHRONICLE OF HIGHER EDUCATIONS’ REPORTS INCREASED HIGHER EDUCATION LOBBYING
Lobbying among higher education institutions is on the rise, “The Chronicle of Higher Education” reported. Higher education institutions spent more on lobbying and more institutions began lobbying in recent years. Lobbying efforts are primarily to securing federal funds. The “Chronicle” article attributes the increase in lobbying to a growth in congressional spending on directed, noncompetitive grants. To view the article, visit

http://chronicle.com/colloquylive/2004/10/lobbying/chat.php3. 

ACE RELEASES ESSAYS ON HIGHER EDUCATION STATE FUNDING
The American Council on Education (ACE) released the second in a series of papers discussing the shift in the relationship of states and their higher education institutions. College and university presidents discuss what this change means for the future of higher education in the series. The latest essays, “Rewriting the Rules of the Game: State Funding, Accountability, and Autonomy in Public Higher Education (2004)” focused on “key issues from the perspectives of

distinctive sectors of public higher education and to begin to outline a course of next steps,” according to the ACE Web site. The current issue includes a look at how market forces affect schools, how the term “public good” has changed, what power higher education leaders have to manipulate current trends and what motivates state higher education policy and the effects of those policies on institutions. To view the latest issue, visit

http://www.acenet.edu/programs/ciii/pubs.cfm?pubID=326.

GAO RELEASES REPORT ABOUT COMMUNITY COLLEGES
The Government Accountability Office (GAO) issued a report detailing the type of education students are receiving from public community colleges and technical schools on Oct. 18. The report focused on the extent that community colleges and technical schools provide remedial education, workforce training and academic preparation. The report also examined how federal and state funding support these school and what is known about how schools measure the number of students who graduate, transfer to a four-year college or university, pass licensing exams and

find jobs. To view the report, visit http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-05-4.

