Survey Finds State Spending On Community Colleges, Tuition Rising. The Chronicle Of Higher Education (10/27, Evelyn) reports, "Despite increased spending on community colleges by most states this academic year, tuition at the institutions climbed by a nationwide average of 7 percent, according to a survey report released Tuesday. The report also suggests that some programs, including work-force training and remedial education, appear to be particularly vulnerable to budget cuts. The report, "State Funding For Community Colleges: Perceptions From the Field," was written jointly by community-college and education-policy researchers at the University of North Texas, Illinois State University, and East Tennessee State University. It was based on the responses of 47 state directors of community colleges. ... Sixty-three percent of the respondents said two-year colleges in their states had received increases in state funds for 2004-5, 16.5 percent reported no change, and 20.5 percent reported a decrease. Additionally, only 12 state directors reported midyear budget cuts for the 2004 fiscal year, down from 34 who reported such cuts a year earlier." 

College Board Reports Tuition, Financial Aid Increase. Education Week  (10/27, Page 13, Carroll) reports, "Tuition at the nation's public and private colleges has increased over the past year, but so have financial-aid dollars, concludes a group of reports released last week by the College Board. The three reports-released by the New York City-based sponsor of the SAT-show that tuition at public colleges and universities is up 10.5 percent since the 2003-04 academic year, and that at private institutions it has increased by an average of 6 percent. At the same time, one of the reports notes that the 2003-04 school year saw a record volume of financial aid, $122 billion, which was an 11 percent increase from the previous year." Gaston Caperton, the College Board president "pointed out that the preschool-age children of college graduates are more prepared for kindergarten than those of parents who aren't college graduates. The 'Education Pays' report shows that 73 percent of 3- to 5-year-old children of parents with a bachelor's degree or higher could count to 20 before entering school, compared with 48 percent of children whose parents had just a high school diploma. Second, he said that the children of college graduates are more likely to attend college." 

Study Finds Spiritual Students Have Better Mental Health. USA Today (10/27, Hofius) reports, "College students who participate in religious activities are more likely to have better emotional and mental health than students with no religious involvement, according to a national study of students at 46 wide-ranging colleges and universities. In addition, students who don't participate in religious activities are more than twice as likely to report poor mental health or depression than students who attend religious services frequently. Being religious or spiritual certainly seems to contribute to one's sense of psychological well-being, says Alexander Astin, co-principal investigator for the study of 3,680 third-year college students. The study was released this week by the Higher Education Research Institute at the University of California-Los Angeles." 
Alabama To Implement Performance-Based Funding For Higher Education. The Birmingham News (10/26, Spencer) reports, "Gov. Bob Riley's administration intends to allocate tax dollars to Alabama universities based on how well they meet the state's higher education needs. That's the message Riley's finance director, Jim Main, is delivering today when he meets with university presidents in Montgomery. In the past, the presidents developed budget requests based on their needs, convened to haggle a bit over a collective request and forwarded that request to the Alabama Commission on Higher Education for a rubber-stamp approval." The News adds, "Across the state, there are signs that universities are taking accountability seriously. The three-campus University of Alabama System has instructed its three engineering schools to work more like one big school. Each campus is encouraged to concentrate on its specialty and draw on the resources of the other campuses to fill gaps." 
Muhlenberg Professor Uses Magic To Teach Students. The New York Times (10/27, Fuchs) reports on Larry Hass, a philosophy professor at Muhlenberg College, who has incorporated magic into his lessons, and even received $20,000 to start a center for magical study. The Times adds, "Part of Dr. Hass's proposal was that he would use magic as a lens to look at more traditional subjects - from philosophy to the psychology of perception to how history can be told through trends in magic and how audience attention can be manipulated. The goal would be to teach tricks but also to trick students into learning. Deception would become a teaching tool." 

St. Louis College Fair Recruits Learning-Disabled Students. The St. Paul Pioneer Press (10/27, Oseid) reports, "More kids are graduating from high school with attention-deficit disorders, brain damage and other learning disabilities that make traditional college lectures, massive reading assignments and frequent essays difficult. But not only are more colleges now willing to offer tutoring, books on tape, recorded lectures and note-takers to help learning-disabled students, they're recruiting them to help increase campus diversity. Flooding a St. Louis Park school gym, parking lot and neighboring streets, more than 850 students and their parents learned what to expect from more than 50 colleges around the nation Monday at the Groves Academy college fair organized for learning disabled students. ... 'I didn't know they wanted people like me,' said Tracy Barriball," who "has minor brain damage and is taking classes at Sylvan Learning Center, but would like to start at Normandale Community College next year." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles.  

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
The following articles are from HEWI NewsLine:

PRESIDENT SIGNS HEA EXTENSION
President Bush signed the Higher Education Extension Act of 2004, H.R. 5185,on Oct. 25. The bill temporarily extends programs under the Higher Education Act (HEA) of 1965. The extension was needed because Congress was unable to complete the reauthorization of the HEA this year. The one year extension will give them time to finish the reauthorization in 2005. 

STATE BALLOT MEASURES AFFECTING COLLEGES CONTINUE TO DECLINE
The upcoming election features fewer state referenda that affect colleges and universities, “The Chronicle of Higher Education” reported. Residents in nine states will vote on a combined 15 ballot issues, six less issues than in 2002 and almost half the number of issues in 2000. California, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Rhode Island and Washington will vote on measures that would increase funding for research, construction and improvements. Nebraska and Missouri will vote on issues that would reduce state higher education funding and Arizona and Colorado will vote on changes to their personnel system. For more information, visit http://chronicle.com/free/v51/i10/10a02501.htm.

MINNESOTA PUBLIC COLLEGES SEE DECLINE IN ENROLLMENT
For the first time in six years, enrollment at Minnesota public colleges declined. Higher tuition is the cause of the decline, officials told the Associated Press. The enrollment decline was a half-percent for all schools and the largest decrease was 4 percent at Bemidji State. For more information, visit http://www.duluthsuperior.com/mld/duluthsuperior/9988414.htm.

VIRGINIA COMMUNITY COLLEGES GUARANTEED ADMISSION TO VT
Virginia Tech’s agricultural college is assuring admission to any student who receives their associate’s degree at community colleges in Virginia, the Associated Press reported. Students who take the required core courses and maintain a 3.0 grade point average are guaranteed admission. The guarantee is unlike any offered before in Virginia. The Virginia Community College System is

seeking similar guarantees with other four-year institutions in the state. For more information, visit http://www.wavy.com/Global/story.asp?S=2476211.

CFS SURVEY: ONE-THIRD OF RECENT GRADUATES CONSOLIDATED LOANS
Despite historically low interest rates, only 35 percent of recent four-year college graduates have consolidated their federal student loan debt, according to a Collegiate Funding Services (CFS) survey. The survey, “2004 Collegiate Funding Services Planning and Paying for Higher Education Survey” was released on Oct. 22. The survey found the average debt of four-year college graduates was $23,485. More than half of recent graduates who have not repaid their loans have $20,000 or more in student loan debt. The online survey was conducted by Harris Interactive and interviewed 695 college seniors and graduates from 2001 to 2004. To view the survey, visit

http://www.cfsloans.com/cfsloans.328262:PGARTICLE24:982044498.

NCAA ATHLETES SHOW STABLE GRADUATION RATES
NCAA Division I athletes’ graduation rates were 62 percent last year, the Associated Press reported. An average of 2 percent more Athletes graduate than non-athlete students. There was a gap between the rate of graduation of female and male athletes. Female athletes graduated at a 70 percent rate while males’ graduation rate was 55 percent. The numbers are based on a NCAA report released on Oct. 25. For more information, visit http://www2.ncaa.org/media_and_events/press_room/2004/october/20041025_grad_rates_release.html.

