Hickok Contributes To Forum On College Costs At National Press Club. The Washington Times (10/28, Stollar) reports on a National Press Club forum on college costs in which U.S. Department of Education Deputy Secretary Gene W. Hickok Jr. "pointed to many causes of rising college costs, including the competitive process of recruiting, students' staying in school longer and especially the profile of graduates." He also said "We need to do a better job [weighing] how much a student spends versus how much he gains." But "Mr. Hickok warned against a federal role in setting either tuition or the content of college education." 
Technology-Transfer Law Promotes Entrepreneurship Between Universities, Businesses. The New York Times (10/28, Boss-Bicak) reports "It was the University of Arizona business school's annual Fame or Flame day, and faculty members were rating business ideas pitched by students in an entrepreneurship program as either first rate or feeble. ... The invention that grabbed their interest involved two professors in the medical school who had designed a portable device able to peer into children's eyes and photograph the retinas to detect shaken-baby syndrome. The two students reached an agreement with the researchers to develop a business plan to sell the product." The Times adds, "Since Congress passed the Bayh-Dole technology-transfer law of 1980, universities have enjoyed the ownership of research breakthroughs that were developed on their campuses with the help of federal financing and have been scrambling to turn them into commercial ventures. This transfer of technology from the campus to the capitalist marketplace has been a financial windfall for many schools. The top earners in the 2002 fiscal year, the most recent with figures available from the Association of University Technology Managers in Northbrook, Ill., were Columbia University ($156 million), the University of California system ($82 million) and New York University ($63 million). For all universities, the revenue generated from their researchers' inventions has nearly doubled, to $1.3 billion in 2002 from $699 million five years earlier." 
Report Criticizes U. Of California's Declining Black, Latino Enrollment. The Los Angeles Times (10/27, Trouson) reports, "A report by a think tank specializing in Latino issues has strongly criticized the University of California for the declining percentages of African American and Latino students admitted to its campuses this year, saying the university risks stratifying its campuses along racial lines. The report released Tuesday by USC's Tomas Rivera Policy Institute focused on the lower acceptance rates for African American and Latino applicants to UC since California voters banned the consideration of race in admissions decisions at public institutions in 1996. ... The institute calculated what it called "aggregated campus acceptance rates," showing that the percentage of Latino applicants accepted at UC campuses dropped from 68% in 1995 to 45% in 2003. For African American students, the rate fell from 58% in 1995 to 35% in 2003. The declines were most precipitous at UC's most competitive campuses, Berkeley and Los Angeles, the report showed." 
Georgia Southwestern Wins Grant To Improve Teacher Training And Retention. The Columbus (GA) Ledger-Enquirer (10/28, Franklin) reports, "A federal grant will enable Georgia Southwestern State University in Americus to help fill an educational development need designed to benefit all of America's schoolchildren. The GSW School of Education has been awarded a $402,676 grant from the U.S. Department of Education's Fund for the Improvement of Post Secondary Education." And "the title of the project explains its goals: 'Documenting and Disseminating the Effectiveness of Professional Development Schools in Improving Teacher Quality and Retention, Student Learning and Achievement.'" 
Western Illinois U Wins $500,000 For Early Education Technology Program. The Monmouth (IL) Daily Review Atlas (10/27, Creasy) reported, "Congressman Lane Evans said he was impressed with what he witnessed when he toured Western Illinois University's Early Childhood Program Monday." And "after the tour, Evans stopped at the Macomb Journal to discuss the success of the programs and express how grateful he is the program received a pair of federal grants this year." WIU's Early Childhood Programs "were awarded two U.S. Department of Education grants this year. The two grants from the Steppingstones of Technology Innovation Program totaled $500,000." The grants were "a $300,000 grant for the Early Childhood Technology Integrated System, Phase 3" and "a $200,000 grant for the Birth to Three Technology Tools." 
Oregon College Network Wins $1.6 Million For Improving K-12 Student Learning. The Salem Statesman Journal (10/27, de Carbonel) reported, "Willamette University and Western Baptist College will share in a $1.6 million federal education grant with four other Oregon colleges to find ways to improve student learning in kindergarten through 12th grade. The Oregon Technology in Education Network, OTEN, which also includes George Fox University, University of Portland, Pacific University and Concordia College, will use the money to increase the number and quality of teachers, particularly those who teach math and science." 
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