Today there are 9 news articles relating to FSA issues.

EDUCATION SECRETARY NAMES NEW CHIEF OF STAFF

Anne Radice, who has held executive positions in various nonprofit and government organizations, has been named by Secretary of Education Rod Paige as the Education Department's chief of staff.  In that role, Radice will work closely with the secretary and senior officers to fulfill the department's mission to promote excellence in American education and improve federal education programs so that no child is left behind. She replaces John Danielson, who left recently to resume private life in his native Houston.  "We are pleased to have someone with Anne's leadership skills join our team," Paige said. "She brings a wealth of experience in management positions, and I know she'll do a great job."  Radice's previous Washington experience included service as the acting chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts, senior deputy chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts, and chief of the Creative Arts Division of the U.S. Information Agency.  She also served as director of the National Museum of Women in the Arts, curator and architectural historian for the Architect of the U.S. Capitol and an assistant curator at the National Gallery of Art.  Radice is a graduate of Wheaton College in Norton, Mass. She holds an M.B.A. from American University, a master's degree from the Villa Schifanoia School of Fine Arts in Florence, Italy, and a Ph.D. from the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.

NYTimes Says Pell Grants Should Be Increased To Meet Tuition Increases. The New York Times <http://www.nytimes.com/2003/10/29/opinion/29WED4.html> (10/29) editorializes, "The maximum award of the federal Pell Grant program, created to encourage low- and middle-income students to attend college, covered more than 80 percent of public-college tuition a quarter-century ago but covers only about 40 percent today. Faced with high tuition, up to 25 percent of the low-income students with grades and scores that make them prime college material no longer even apply. Given the importance of a college education for upward mobility, Congress should be rushing to bring this important program up to strength. Instead, the federal Education Department is pushing a process that could cause 85,000 students to lose their Pell grants entirely and hundreds of thousands of others to receive less federal aid." So "why is the Bush administration suddenly pushing for a revision based on outdated numbers at a time when the unemployed are having trouble keeping their children in school? The members of Congress who say the revisions should be put off until the government gathers more current tax data are right. But tinkering with the awards formula will do nothing for the tens of thousands of poor and working-class families who are being priced out of college. To deal with that problem, Congress will need to finance the Pell programs so the grants come closer to the real cost of higher education." 

GC official fired after records probe

By Carter Thompson <mailto:Carter.Thompson@galvnews.com>
The Daily News
Published October 28, 2003 
GALVESTON - The director of Galveston College’s financial aid department says she was fired after an investigation into how documents loaded with personal information ended up in a recycling bin in Lindale Park. The director of the college’s physical plant also was no longer employed there, but for reasons unconfirmed by him or the college. The college also improved internal procedures for the disposal of documents, administrators said.  Thousands of pages of financial aid documents were found in the recycling bin. The papers were not shredded. They contained information including the Social Security and drivers license numbers of financial aid applicants and, in some cases, even copies of birth certificates. With the information, identity thieves could have obtained credit cards and fraudulent identification, a criminal justice professor and official in the Federal Trade Commission said.  “An investigation was conducted in an attempt to determine how a box of materials with sensitive information would end up in a recycling bin,” college President Elva LeBlanc said in a statement issued on Monday. “The investigation was useful in that college procedures regarding the disposal of student records were reviewed and we have taken additional steps to ensure that something like this does not happen in the future.”  The specifics of the additional steps were unclear on Monday. A college spokesman said LeBlanc was out of town. The college on Friday fired Midge Berlowe, the director of financial aid.  Tom Moore, director of the physical plant, also left the employment of the college on Friday. Joe Huff, the college’s spokesman, said he was unaware of the specific circumstances of Moore’s departure but it came as the college concluded the records investigation and was not part of a general reorganization also undertaken at the college last week.  Berlowe on Monday said she believed the financial aid documents were being destroyed. “They weren’t, obviously, and somebody had to take the fall and that was me,” she said, adding she had worked hard and done a good job during her 5½ years at the college.   After the records found at the park came to light, Berlowe said she looked for the college’s policies on document disposal but could not fine any.  She said she did not want to speculate how the documents ended up in a bin in a public park. She declined to discuss how records were typically disposed but expressed regret that, at least in this case, it was not done properly.  “I feel very bad about it,” she said. “I wouldn’t do anything intentionally to compromise anyone’s private information. We are trained in that. We would not be intentionally careless about that.”  Huff said the college did have policies regarding the handling and destruction of records. Those policies were based on state law and included a requirement that applicable laws, including those requiring the protection of confidential information, be observed. Coming up with procedures for carrying out the policies was part of the job for college officials that were custodians of records, he said.   “I have worked here for 21 years and this is the first time anything like this has happened here to my knowledge,” Huff said. “It was unfortunate and I don’t think it will happen again.”  College officials said they were perplexed by the situation because normal procedure called for the college’s recyclable materials being transported recycling facilities at Burnet Elementary School, not the park.  Moore could not be reached for comment on Monday.

Bill a dream for young immigrants
EDUCATION

Jackie says she was an outstanding student at a public high school in Miami-Dade, with the possibility of receiving scholarships to top colleges, including the University of Miami. Her dream is to become a lawyer.   But Jackie's dreams may never be realized. She can't go to college because she can't get a student loan. She can't even reveal her full name or her high school.  Jackie, 18, is an illegal immigrant, one of about 65,000 foreign-born teens who graduate every year from U.S. high schools without immigration documents -- more than 3,000 are in Florida.  ''I'm stuck in immigration hell,'' said Jackie, whose parents crossed the U.S.-Mexican border before eventually settling in Miami.  The plight of young undocumented immigrants has resonated in Washington, D.C., where a bill to smooth their path to college is winding its way through the Senate with Democratic and Republican support.  Even some lawmakers and activists who believe in tightening the nation's borders say young immigrants aspiring to higher education should not be penalized because their parents brought them to the United States.  The Senate bill, known as the Dream Act, would allow illegal immigrants under certain conditions to receive financial aid.  

GUIDELINES OF BILL
Immigrants who entered the United States before they turned 16 and have been living here at least five years would be granted conditional legal residency. Residency could become permanent if they graduate from a vocational college or serve in the armed forces for two years.  Legal residency would allow immigrant students to seek some financial aid.  ''These youngsters find themselves caught in a Catch-22 situation,'' Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, the Dream Act's sponsor, said in a statement e-mailed to The Herald. ``As illegal immigrants, they cannot work legally. Moreover, they are effectively barred from developing academically beyond high school because of the high cost of pursuing higher education.''  Last week, the Senate Judiciary Committee voted 16-3 to send the Dream Act to the full Senate. The 16 lawmakers supporting the bill included seven Republicans. A similar House bill is awaiting committee action.  ''The DREAM Act will give young people who came to this nation as children an opportunity to solidify their connection to our country by pursuing higher education or entering the workforce,'' Florida Sen. Bob Graham, a Democrat and another Dream Act co-sponsor said in a statement provided to The Herald.  The bill comes at a time when immigration reform is gaining momentum in Congress two years after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks triggered a clampdown on immigrants.  ''Passage of the Dream Act is not a partisan issue and should be a priority for Congress,'' said Raul Yzaguirre, president of the National Council of La Raza, one of the many groups lobbying in support of the bill. ``It unleashes the vast potential of thousands of young students.''  So far, the Bush administration has not taken a position on the Dream Act.  ''The White House is reviewing this legislation and we look forward to working with Congress,'' Taylor Gross, a White House spokesman, said.  

OPPOSITION
Critics of the Dream Act say it will simply encourage more illegal immigration.  ''It conveys to everyone that America isn't serious about its immigration laws,'' said Steven Camarota, research director at the Center for Immigration Studies in Washington, D.C. For now, many undocumented students must forgo plans to go to college unless they can afford to pay full tuition, an unrealistic possibility for young immigrants from working-class families.  ''If I could, I wouldn't mind a public school like'' Florida International University, said Alejandra, 16, a student at G. Holmes Braddock Senior High School in west Miami-Dade County. ``But I don't really have money, and I can't pay their full rates.''  All immigrant students interviewed for this story asked that their last names not be used.  Alejandra's parents came to Miami from Colombia six years ago. Alejandra said she only found out that she was not a legal resident a few weeks ago when she was discussing college with a school counselor.  ''I felt really bad,'' she said. 'I said to myself, `What am I doing here?' ''  Community colleges are less expensive alternatives for students who cannot afford four-year institutions.  But even they are more expensive for illegal immigrants. Under federal law, all public colleges and universities, including community colleges, must charge immigrants who are not legal residents the higher out-of-state tuition rate.  At Miami Dade College, that means students must pay $197.50 per credit compared to the $56.50 rate for in-state students. College officials say there are about 264 undocumented students paying the higher tuition.  Another provision of the Dream Act would eliminate the out-of-state tuition rule for illegal immigrants.  ''Why should kids be penalized and not get a college education?'' said Florida Democratic Sen. Bill Nelson, another co-sponsor of the bill.  Joshua Bratter, a Miami Beach immigration attorney who represents an undocumented teen, said the Dream Act ``would prevent the sins of parents from being visited upon their children.''  Jackie had hoped to study law at the University of Miami or the University of Florida. But that was before she learned that she was an illegal immigrant.  ''I studied here and graduated from school here, from kindergarten through elementary school and high school,'' she said. ``I had really good grades. Now, I'm faced with this problem that has totally disrupted my life, and I feel like I deserved so much more.''  These days, Jackie works at a video store, writes pop-rock songs and plays guitar -- her favorite instrument -- with a local band.  ''It's really sad for me,'' she said. ``For somebody with a thirst for education like me, it's depressing.''  

TRYING TO FIND A WAY
Jean, 18, graduated from North Miami Senior High School in August, but cannot go to college or find a job. He came to Miami from Haiti 12 years ago with an aunt and has no legal status.  ''I need to make a way for myself, and I can't,'' he said. ``Right now, I'm living at a cousin's house because I can't afford anything else.''  Jean wants to study business administration and has big dreams: to open a chain of car washes and buy apartment buildings.  ''But to do all these things, you need to go to college, get a social security number and financial aid,'' he said. ``I don't qualify for any of that. I'm stuck in limbo, and I have never even committed a crime.''  

Texas Universities Urged To Use Tuition Increases To Improve Education. The Dallas Morning News <http://www.dallasnews.com/opinion/editorials/stories/102903dnedituition.9a351.html> (10/29) editorializes, "Texas' public universities have no choice but to increase tuition to meet the many demands being placed upon them. But they will need to do so in a way that doesn't make a college degree any less affordable or accessible for the state's increasingly diverse population. Texas' hopes for a prosperous future rest on making more youngsters the first generation in their families to graduate from college." Now "the money has to come from somewhere." But "the state's public universities and colleges also will need to give students something more for their money. It isn't enough to say higher tuition will help protect the status quo. Educators should use their new dollars to add value to the degrees they award." 

Clark-Atlanta Will Cut Five Programs. The Hilltop <http://www.thehilltoponline.com/news/540847.html> (10/28, Taylor) reports, "Clark-Atlanta University recently announced that it would cut five academic programs from its curriculum to offset the $7.5 million shortfall they are experiencing as a result of overspending their $100 million budget. The Board of Trustees decided to cut Library and Information Systems Studies, International Affairs and Development, Allied Health Professions, the Department of Engineering, and the Systems Science Ph.D. program. This summer, the university closed Paschal's Restaurant, a monumental dining hall known for hosting many civil rights gatherings." The Hilltop continues, "According to The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, the school also entered into a period of layoffs and offered early retirement plans for professors who had earned tenure. Many students at Howard, including junior film production major Valerie Coulter, believe it is time for African Americans to pull together as a community to solve the financial crisis that many of these schools are facing. 'We can't blame everything on the government and white people,' she said. 'We need to realize that we have a responsibility. We don't have it as easy as everybody else. We must be smart about the way we spend our money because the government doesn't give enough. If we mess up, that makes it even worse.'"

Students Encouraged To Research Loans Carefully. The Hilltop <http://www.thehilltoponline.com/news/540860.html> (10/28, Jackson, Nimmons) reports, "With tuition on a continuous climb, many old and new Howard students rely on student loans to finance their education. However, with the tightness of the economy, many of these students began to ponder and plan on ways to pay back loans. The category of a loan determines many of the factors of a loan, including the interest and when payments begin. Many students and their parents opt for subsidized loans, which the government pays interest on until the student graduates from school. With unsubsidized loans, students are charged interest from the beginning and have the option to pay or let it accrue." The Hilltop continues, "The government has implemented various programs to encourage students to utilize and pay back loans. Students have the option of consolidating student loans, which will give them a fixed interest rate. Instead of paying different interest rates on multiple loans, students can take out one loan to pay off the others. 'Students should research each loan they are considering and find out what they are losing and gaining if they decide to sign up for a loan,' Howard University Direct Student Loan Specialist Timothy McDougle said." The Hilltop adds, "Unfortunately, not all students follow this advice and with the excitement of going to college, some fall into a pit of uncertainty, as they are unsure of the terms of a loan, which could cost them thousands of dollars." 
Southern University Starts Program To Inform Students About Their Loans. The Southern Digest <http://www.southerndigest.com/vnews/display.v/ART/2003/10/28/3f9e988ace4da> (10/28, Galindo) reports, "The Office of Student Financial Aid is promoting a new program that will inform Southern University students about their loans each semester. The objective of the program is to remind students of the amount of money they will have to pay after graduation. 'Students think that loans are easy money but loans follows you everywhere. If you don't pay it, the government will take serious actions against you,' said Phillip W.W.D. Rodgers, director of the Office of Student Financial Aid." The Digest continues, "Rodgers also said that students who get loans should only ask for the money that that they need, not the money they want." 

Alabama's Prepaid College Plan Remains Sound. The Associated Press <http://www.tuscaloosanews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20031028/APN/310280767&cachetime=5> (10/28) reports, "Alabama's prepaid college tuition plan has not experienced the problems that have caused some states to limit enrollments, State Treasurer Kay Ivey said. Alabama's Prepaid Affordable College Tuition Plan has enrolled 65,235 children since its beginning, and it is continuing to enroll children, Ivey said. The plan allows an amount to be paid into a state fund when a child is small. ... If the plan works like it should, the earnings on investments will match or exceed the tuition and fees." AP continues, "But some are not working that way. Ohio has suspended its plan for a year. Kentucky, Texas and West Virginia have stopped enrollment temporarily, and Colorado has ended them. Ivey, who administers Alabama's plan, said Alabama started one of the first plans in the country and built a big reserve before it had to begin paying out money. Other states that started later were battered by the economic downtown of 2000 and 2001 at the same time universities were having large increases in tuition, she said." AP adds, "Joe Sutton, a former director of the Alabama Commission on Higher Education and a longtime member of the board that oversees Alabama's prepaid tuition program, said he expects the investment markets will turn around and Alabama's program will remain sound." 

McKeon Sponsors Legislation To Control Tuition Increases At Public Colleges. The Texas A&M Battallion <http://www.thebatt.com/news/540817.html> (10/29, Shirley) reports, "U.S. Rep. Howard 'Buck' McKeon, R-Calif., has introduced a bill that would limit public university tuition increases. McKeon sponsored the Affordability in Higher Education Act to provide relief to lower and middle income households from the rising cost of higher education. 'The congressman is convinced that the higher education systems are in crisis,' said Vartan Djihanian, press secretary for McKeon. 'He believes that anyone who desires an education should be able to get one.' The bill would establish a College Affordability Index, which would measure how college tuition increases relate to the rate of inflation. The index would then be made available to the public online." 

Here is the link to today's news articles on connectED:

http://64.239.47.23/education/index.htm

