Berkeley Sees Drop In International Enrollment, Tighter Security Blamed. The New York Times (10/27, Freedman) reports that due to tighter security measures, University of California, Berkeley "has seen its enrollment of graduate students from abroad drop by one-third. A national survey by the Council of Graduate Schools determined that admissions of international students at 125 universities fell by an average of 18 percent in the last year alone. Both the Berkeley and national studies found that the students most affected were not only those from Islamic countries, but from China, as well as such American allies as India, South Korea and Israel." According to Russ Knocke, the director of public affairs for immigration and customs enforcement in the Department of Homeland Security "about 2,800 international students have been investigated and 381 arrested for immigration violations, criminal activities or national security threats. 'Our system is allowing in the foreign students who deserve to be here,' he said, 'and it's weeding out the ones who don't.' That viewpoint certainly is not shared in Berkeley, where the increased scrutiny has affected many facets of academic life." 
Documentary Prompts Columbia To Investigate Anti-Jewish Harassment. The New York Times (10/29, Dillon) reports, "Columbia University's president, Lee C. Bollinger, asked on Wednesday that the university provost investigate assertions that some professors have intimidated Jewish students during discussions of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, he said in an interview yesterday. Ten current and former Columbia students voiced the complaints in a half-hour video documentary, "Unbecoming Columbia," produced last winter by the David Project, a group based in Boston that seeks to document campus harassment of Jewish students. ... In the video, several students say professors in the Middle East and Asian languages and cultures department have often accused Jewish students during classroom discussions of responsibility for Palestinian deaths. The students also say professors have routinely focused discussions exclusively on what the professors called Israeli war crimes, without discussing human rights violations by Arab regimes." 
Washington Times Criticizes California State University's Leftist Professor. The Washington Times (10/29) criticizes Professor Clifton Snider's English 100 course for a leftist bias. Paper suggestions listen on his web sit include: "What evidence do we have that Bush and his cronies lied to the American people and the world in promoting the war with Iraq?" and "George W. Bush's time in the National Guard presents important questions about the character of a man who has sent hundreds of Americans to their deaths in war and killed and maimed untold thousands of others." The Times says, " Fortunately for his students, one of them filed a complaint with Students for Academic Freedom, an organization that monitors ideology on campuses. The complaint reads, in part: "[Mr. Snider] then proceeded for the next hour and a half of this ENGLISH class to talk strictly about his hate of the 'president' (he kept doing the quote signs with his fingers) ... There were no more attempts made by Dr. Snider to talk about the true subject matter of the class, ENGLISH." (Emphasis in original). As we've said before, such unbridled leftist cant as Mr. Snider's has gone unchecked in academia for too long. It is enough to ask college students to learn how to write well; they shouldn't have to supervise their teachers." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles.

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
The following articles are from HEWI NewsLine:
FSA AWARDS TASK ORDERS TO 17 COLLECTION AGENCIES
The Office of Federal Student Aid (FSA) awarded task orders to 17 private collection agencies. The agencies were selected based on performance and given “contingency fee”-based contracts resulting in significant savings for the federal government. FSA has outsourced its debt collection since 1979. Private collection agencies collected more than $1.2 billion in defaulted student loans last year. 

VIRGINIA GOV. NEEDS PLAN BEFORE GIVING COLLEGES AUTONOMY
Virginia Gov. Mark Warner said a long-term higher education plan is needed before the University of Virginia, Virginia Tech and the College of William and Mary are given more autonomy, “The Roanoke Times” reported. The schools requested legislative approval for more autonomy in controlling their operations.  The schools’ request must be part of a “broad- and long-range statewide higher education plan,” the article read. For more information, visit

http://www.roanoke.com/news/roanoke/12774.html.

NEW MEXICO WILL VOTE TO INCREASE HIGHER EDUCATION FUNDING
New Mexico voters will decide on Nov. 2 if they want to raise property taxes to raise $94.5 million for local higher education institutions, the “Quay County Sun” reported. The money would help colleges and universities fund projects like exercise facilities, lecture halls and a $7 million new science center. The measure would increase taxes on a $150,000 home by an average of $15.26. For more information, visit

http://www.qcsunonline.com/engine.pl?station=quay&template=storyfull.html&id=1552.

IDAHO STUDENTS’ TUITION COULD BE TIED TO PROGRAM COST
Idaho students may have the cost of their education tied to the cost of the program they choose, “The Idaho Statesman” reported. Idaho college presidents are advocating a plan that would replace the current tuition structure with one that would charge depending on the cost of a specific student’s education. The plan would allow universities to receive increased funds for more expensive programs like engineering. The plan will likely be brought before the State Board in

January. For more information, visit http://www.idahostatesman.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20041025/NEWS0104/410250325/1002/NEWS01.

NUMBER OF MINORITIES AT UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA DECREASES
A report by the University of Southern California’s Tomas Rivera Policy Institute showed a decline in ethnic diversity at the University of California (UC). UC is not allowed to consider ethnicity in its admission process because of a 1996 ban. From 1995 to 2003 the number of Latino applicants accepted to UC fell from 68 percent to 45 percent. During the same time the acceptance rates of African Americans fell from 58 percent to 35 percent. For more information, visit

http://www.trpi.org/Press%20releases/102604.pdf.

TEXAS SCHOOLS ASK STATE TO RESTORE FUNDING
Rapid enrollment growth at some Texas schools has presidents asking to restore funding that was cut last year, the “Valley Morning Star” reported. The president of the University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost College (UTB-TSC) with the president of the University of Texas-Pan America (UTPA) told the Texas Senate Finance Committee that they cannot make up for budget cuts through tuition increases. UTB-TSC had 1,000 new students enroll and had $2.8 million cut from state funding. UTPA is predicting that the number of students will double in the next ten years and are asking the state to restore $5 million to help adjust to the increase. For more information, visit http://www.valleystar.com/localnews_more.php?id=55371_0_19_0_M.

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK RAISES PRESIDENTS’ SALARIES
The State University of New York (SUNY) gave raises, many of more than $100,000,to 29 presidents despite increased tuition and vetoed funding for low-income students, “The Buffalo News” reported. The raises are needed for SUNY to remain competitive in attracting and keeping presidents, according to university officials. Community college presidents were not included in this year’s raises. For more information, visit http://www.buffalonews.com/editorial/20041027/1053578.asp.

