Today there are 6 news articles related to FSA.

Congress Set To Raise Tuition Reimbursement
To Help Agencies Draw Recruits

The Washington Post's <http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A55154-2003Nov2.html> (11/3, B2, Barr) 'Federal Diary' column reports, "In an effort to make the government more competitive when hiring recent college graduates, Congress has increased the maximum amount that federal agencies could pay employees burdened by debt from student loans. Under the legislation, federal agencies could pay up to $10,000 per year to an employee for student loan repayments, an increase from $6,000. Over the course of a person's federal career, agencies could provide $60,000, up from a $40,000 lifetime limit. The House passed the higher limits last week; the Senate approved the bill in July. The measure goes next to President Bush for his signature. Sen. George V. Voinovich (R-Ohio) led the effort to expand the loan repayment program. He was supported by Sen. Ted Stevens (R-Alaska) and others. Rep. Jo Ann S. Davis (R-Va.) sponsored the bill in the House. 'Very clearly, having the ability to tell potential recruits, 'Come work for the United States government and we can help you repay your student loans' is an extremely valuable [recruitment and retention] tool,' Davis said." 

Alabama Colleges Still Await Payments
From Prepaid Tuition Program

The Birmingham News <http://www.al.com/news/birminghamnews/index.ssf?/base/news/1067768133195640.xml> (11/2, Spencer) reports, "Colleges are waiting for tuition checks from Alabama's Prepaid College Tuition Program, which has not yet paid for students enrolled this fall. This is the first time in the program's history that payments have been late. Anthony Leigh, a spokesman for Alabama Treasurer Kay Ivey, said a new company took over processing in August and has not had time to convert the records." The News continues, "In May, the PACT board awarded a contract to Health Data Inc. of Auburn, which replaced a Florida company, Intuition, that previously administered records. The Health Data contract is expected to save $2.5 million over the five years of the contract. The situation has been explained to colleges with enrolled students, Leigh said. 'They have been very understanding given the fact this is the first time in the history of the program a payment has been delayed. ... We expect to have most all of them paid within 10 to 14 days from now. We fully expect the problems won't exist next semester.'"

Lieberman Promotes Higher Education Bill

The Associated Press <http://www.newsday.com/news/local/wire/ny-bc-ct--lieberman-educati1103nov02,0,2811377.story?coll=ny-ap-regional-wire> (11/3, Ivey) reports, "Eighteen months ago, U.S. Sen. Joe Lieberman, D-Conn., told an audience at Allen University that he would propose a bill to help students get to college and graduate. On Monday, Lieberman planned to return to a neighboring historically black college to announce the plan he would champion if he is elected president in November 2004. The goals of Lieberman's plan are essentially the same: giving families better access to college, making students more ready for college and ensuring that students graduate within six years." AP continues, "According to information from the Democratic presidential hopeful's campaign, the plan would increase the maximum value of annual Pell grants to $6,150 next year from $4,050 this year. The value would increase to $7,760 by 2008. To help students get ready for college, Lieberman will propose fully funding federal elementary and secondary programs in the No Child Left Behind Act and setting aside money to pay for programs that help first-generation college students make the transition to higher education." AP adds, "The third part of Lieberman's proposal is to make colleges accountable for graduating students by requiring them to report 6-year graduation rates by income and race. Federal funds also would be used to reward colleges that show a significant increase in minority graduation rates." 

Colleges Reporting Record Numbers Of Students Enrolling

The Chronicle Of Higher Education (Weekly) <http://chronicle.com/prm/weekly/v50/i11/11a04101.htm> (121/3, Meline) reports, "Many public colleges and some private ones are reporting record numbers of students this year, so much so that the growth is prompting some cash-strapped institutions to cap their enrollments. More students than ever are graduating from high school each year, especially in the West and Southwest. That increase -- which is projected to continue for at least the next several years -- has led many colleges in those regions to admit their largest freshman classes ever, after the numbers had hit record highs last year." The CHE continues, "Among the many colleges with record enrollments this fall are the University of Colorado at Boulder, the University of Florida, the University of Houston System, the University of New Mexico, and the University of Nevada at Reno. New Mexico and Colorado boast more freshmen than ever before. Among two-year colleges, the growth has led at least some to reconsider their traditions of accepting all students. 'The policy debate is, will colleges turn students away simply because there is not enough funding to cope with the scope of enrollment increases that some states are looking at?' says Travis Reindl, director of state-policy analysis for the American Association of State Colleges and Universities." The CHE adds, "Private four-year colleges, too, are reporting higher enrollments, but 'these schools can control and manage their growth, so they are usually not taken by surprise,' says Jon W. Fuller, a senior fellow at the National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities." 

Ehrlich Changes Stance And Supports Tuition Caps

The Baltimore Sun <http://www.sunspot.net/news/education/bal-te.md.tuition02nov02,0,623469.story?coll=bal-education-top> (11/2, Nitkin) reports, "Boxed in by the emerging politics of tuition, Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich Jr. took his first steps last week toward extracting himself by suggesting that a tuition cap plan was worthy of study and could be promoted by his administration. Democrats have been pounding the governor, insisting that cuts he made to the university system budget translated into college cost increases that were the equivalent of a tax increase on the same families who voted him into office. Critics howled when one of his advisers and top fund-raisers, Richard E. Hug, an Ehrlich appointee to the University System of Maryland's Board of Regents, suggested that tuition be raised further. Students have also been raising their voices, through protests and the formation of a political action committee." The Sun continues, "Last week, Ehrlich seemed to get the message. Responding to a question on a radio call-in show, the governor disclosed that he and his aides were discussing ways to limit tuition growth, possibly through a law that would link it to inflation or another index. With that, a governor who has steadfastly opposed increases in sales and income taxes has placed another goal on the list: restraining the growth of college costs. Tuition rates rose by up to 20 percent this fall and could increase by a similar amount next year. Political observers said that the governor's latest position reflects an acknowledgement of the unpopularity of rising fees, despite his administration's earlier stance that prices were still affordable and the views of top appointees such as Hug." The Sun adds, "Ehrlich denied that he was responding to polls or political pressure. 'We have been talking about this for months,' he said. 'I don't want to demagogue on it, and we're not going to.' But the governor was not shy about saying that a tuition cap, coupled with lower levels of state aid - a budget item he controls - could force the university system to trim expenses." 

LATimes Denounces McKeon Bill On College Tuition Increases

The Los Angeles Times <http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/editorials/la-ed-college3nov03,0,1074279.story?coll=la-news-comment-editorials> (11/3) editorializes, "Unending increases in the cost of a college education frustrate families trying to save and can be a barrier for students whose families can't help them. But it's not a problem that can be solved by taking a ruler to college officials' knuckles. A particularly useless piece of federal legislation tries to do just that, in the most ineffective possible way. A bill by Rep. Howard 'Buck' McKeon (R-Santa Clarita) would withhold federal funds from schools, both private and public, that raise fees by more than a certain margin. The bill does nothing to address the causes of price increases, such as higher energy costs, more expensive health insurance, shrunken endowments and diminished state funding. Its approach to this complicated issue is so simplistic that canny college administrators could easily evade it. What's the point?" The bill "is based on defective thinking. Any institution could raise its prices by four times the rate of inflation two years in a row, then the third year do a small increase. That would be enough to keep it off the list." 

Here is the link to today's news clips:
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