Today there are 4 news articles related to FSA

Lieberman Unveils Higher Ed Plan And Calls On Govt.
To Increase Pell Grant Spending

The Chronicle Of Higher Education <http://chronicle.com/prm/daily/2003/11/2003110402n.htm> (11/04, Selingo) reports, "Sen. Joseph I. Lieberman of Connecticut, a candidate for the Democratic presidential nomination, called for the federal government to spend more money on Pell Grants and for colleges to share information on their enrollment and graduation rates as he unveiled his higher-education platform on Monday. Speaking at Benedict College, a historically black institution in Columbia, S.C., Senator Lieberman said that his plan would 'open the doors of college to more Americans and close the graduation gap that keeps too many students from a fair chance at a better life.'" The CHE continues, "The centerpiece of his proposal is to increase the maximum Pell Grant, to $6,150 in 2004-5 from $4,050 this year. Mr. Lieberman wants to raise the grant to $7,760 in 2008-9. In recent years, as tuition rates have risen, the so-called buying power of the Pell Grant, which helps financially needy students, has fallen to its lowest level in history. To pay for the increase in the Pell Grants, Mr. Lieberman said he would repeal the tax cuts for the wealthiest Americans enacted by President Bush and close corporate tax loopholes" The CHE adds, "In addition, Senator Lieberman said he would offer plans in the coming months to lower student debt and ease what he called the 'college-cost crunch.' Taking an idea from for-profit colleges, Senator Lieberman said he would require public and private colleges receiving federal aid to publish institutional report cards that would list their enrollment and graduation rates. The Career College Association, which represents for-profit institutions, has already asked Congress to oblige colleges to reveal similar information." 

Hickok To Become Deputy Secretary Of Ed

The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette <http://www.post-gazette.com/localnews/20031104paburbs9.asp> (11/04) reports, "Eugene Hickok, former secretary of education in Pennsylvania, is about to become the nation's deputy secretary of education. U.S. Education Secretary Rod Paige announced yesterday that President Bush intends to make the nomination."

Maryland Governor To Pitch Public College Tuition Cap

To Legislature

TheWBAL <http://www.thewbalchannel.com/education/2607674/detail.html> -TV Baltimore, Maryland (11/3, 6:14 p.m., Tooten) reports, "The governor's proposal to put a cap on college tuition may not be enough to ease parents concerns." But "Gov. Bob Ehrlich is hoping his proposal will float with lawmakers, parents and those who set education policy. ... The cost of a college education in Maryland has increased by 20 percent in one year -- and additional tuition hikes have already met preliminary approval. That's why the governor is calling for a tuition cap. And state school superintendent Nancy Grasmick believes its a start." But "tuition cap or not, parents at Monday's college fair said they just want to get a head start. ... The governor is expected to pitch his tuition cap legislation in the upcoming General Assembly session." 

Rhode Island Public Colleges Face Choice
Between Budget Cuts And Tuition Increases

The Providence Journal <http://www.projo.com/news/content/projo_20031104_bog4.777fc.html> (11/4, Borg) reports, "If Governor Carcieri is serious about trimming 10 percent from higher education's budget, then Rhode Island's public colleges face an unpalatable choice: either raise tuition by at least 20 percent or make deep cuts in part-time faculty members. The governor has asked departments in state government to target budget cuts of 10 percent for the 2005 fiscal year. Under that scenario, the University of Rhode Island would have to raise tuition and fees by 21 percent, to $7,000 for in-state students. Rhode Island College would have to raise tuition and fees by 26 percent, to almost $5,000. And the Community College of Rhode Island would have to raise its tuition and fees by 34 percent, to $2,800. Tuition hikes of this magnitude would place a college degree out of reach for many of Rhode Island's most needy students, according to Higher Education Commissioner Jack Warner." But "the alternative, however, isn't much better. If the Board of Governors wants to keep tuition increases in the 7-percent range, then it has to cut expenses by 10 percent. According to contract, that means cutting adjunct or part-time faculty first. But that would have an additional negative impact on the colleges. Because adjunct faculty members are paid by the course, they actually generate revenue. If these positions are eliminated, colleges would have to cut classes, which means fewer students, which leads to less revenue and so on." 
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