Today there are 4 news articles related to FSA.

Lieberman Would Boost Pell Grants. 

Education Daily (11/7, Curtis) reports, "Presidential candidate Sen. Joseph Lieberman, D-Conn., said if elected, he would push for a significant boost in Pell Grants and provide financial incentives for colleges to graduate more poor and minority students. Under his proposal, Pell Grants would leap to $6,150 from the current rate of $4,050, well outpacing Senate Democrats' proposal last month to raise Pell maximums to $4,500. The senator's platform also would focus on de-creasing college dropout rates by providing fi-nancial incentives to colleges that maintain certain levels of enrollment and graduation for minority and low-income students." 

Sallie Mae Will Now Report Borrower Repayment History. 

The Washington Post <http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A6756-2003Nov5.html> (11/6, E3, Singletary) reports, "Sallie Mae, the nation's largest student lender, says it will now report the repayment history of its borrowers to all three major credit bureaus. The decision comes just as some U.S. senators wanted to force the lender to fully report student loan information. More than a year ago, Sallie Mae quietly decided to report loan information on more than 7 million of its borrowers to Equifax and to Innovis Data Solutions, a small credit bureau." The Post continues, "When Sallie Mae's policy was disclosed by Kenneth R. Harney, whose column The Nation's Housing appears in The Post's Real Estate section, the lender argued that it was protecting its customers when it withheld loan data from Experian and TransUnion, the other big credit bureaus. Sallie Mae said it didn't like the fact that Experian and TransUnion sell names to companies interested in marketing to its borrowers. Critics accused Sallie Mae of trying to hide its borrowers from competitors who might offer better loan deals." The Post adds, "Harney pointed out that some borrowers could end up paying more on their home mortgages if positive repayment history were absent from all three of their credit files. In fact, he reported that one Sallie Mae borrower's credit score dropped 40 points because of missing information about student loans, a drop that resulted in a higher interest rate on his home loan." 

Bill Aimed To Strengthen National Security Includes Project To Repay Student Loans For Employees. 

The Washington Post <http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A10256-2003Nov6.html> (11/7, B2, Barr) reports, "Worried that the government cannot compete for experts in science, math and foreign languages, the Senate has approved a bill aimed at strengthening recruitment for national security jobs. The legislation, sponsored by Sen. Daniel K. Akaka (D-Hawaii), would create a pilot project to repay student loans for employees in national security positions who agree to serve in the government for at least three years. The bill also would create a rotational assignment program to provide training and professional development opportunities for mid-level federal employees in the national security workforce." The Post continues, "Recent studies, General Accounting Office reports and testimony before the Senate Governmental Affairs Committee have warned that the government faces a shortage of linguists in Arabic, Farsi and Korean and is struggling to hire and keep science, engineering and technology experts. Under the bill, employees in national security positions would be eligible to receive $10,000 in loan repayments per year, up to $60,000 in a lifetime. The Akaka bill would establish 'national security fellowships' for graduate students in math, science, engineering and foreign languages. Students receiving fellowships would agree to work for the government."

Head Of State Commission On HBCUs Working To Secure Money For Agency. 

The Huntsville Times <http://www.al.com/news/huntsvilletimes/index.ssf?/base/news/106814441172550.xml> (11/6, McCartney) reports, "The head of the state's commission on historically black colleges will meet with federal education officials in coming days to try to secure more money for his agency. Malcolm Thomas, the Huntsville native whom Gov. Bob Riley appointed to head the commission in February, said he will ask for $300,000 to $350,000 to expand his agency." The Times continues, "The Governor's Commission on Historically Black Colleges and Universities, a one-person office in the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, was one of numerous agencies whose funding was cut 75 percent in this year's budget. Thomas' commission, which in previous years received $89,000 from the state, received only $22,278 in the budget year that began Oct. 1. The commission's entire state appropriation is slated to be eliminated by Jan. 1. That leaves Thomas little time to find more money to keep the commission alive, he said Wednesday." The Times adds, "Thomas said if he fails to get the money from the U.S. Department of Education, he will lobby Riley's office and seek private donations to keep the office going. He cited numerous projects - including securing federal grants for the state's 15 historically black colleges and helping them maintain and restore historic buildings - that are too much for him to handle by himself." 

Here is the link to today's news clips:

http://64.239.47.23/education/index.htm
