Today there are 3 news articles related to FSA and are attached below:

Paige Hears Georgia College Administrators

The Savannah Morning News <http://www.savannahnow.com/stories/111103/LOC_paigecollege.shtml> (11/11, Landers) reports, "U.S. Secretary of Education Rod Paige's last agenda item Tuesday was the top of the educational ladder: Higher ed. For an hour at South Effingham High School, Paige listened as a dozen college and university leaders from the 12th Congressional District...listed their concerns. Chief among those worries is the Affordability in Higher Education Act. The bill seeks to keep spiraling college tuition costs under control by penalizing institutions whose rate hikes outstrip inflation by a certain percentage." And "the administrators also told Paige that his theme of accountability in colleges is a complex one. Some have suggested keeping track of the number of students a university graduates in the traditional four years as a measure of its accountability. That's troubling for schools such as Armstrong Atlantic State University, said its president, Tom Jones. Half of the students there are nontraditional - they're over 25. They leave and come back to the university as they need to, acquiring skills, Jones said." And "C.B. 'Bix' Rathburn, president of Savannah Technical College, agreed. Students need to come and go, especially at an institution such as his, because they can no longer count on having a single career for 35 years." Paige, "at the head of the conference table, arms folded, nodded in agreement to Rathburn's comments. 'That's one way people define accountability,' he said. 'As many argue for as against. That's why we're here with our antennae up high.'" 

Several Schools Miss Out On Grants
Because Of Missed Deadlines

The Associated Press <http://www.mlive.com/newsflash/michigan/index.ssf?/newsflash/get_story.ssf?/cgi-free/getstory_ssf.cgi?g7440_BC_MI--GrantsLost&&news&newsflash-michigan> (11/11) reports, "Western Michigan University and Southwestern Michigan College have lost out on millions of dollars in federal money because a grant writer missed a deadline. Bonnie Helm of Cheyenne, Wyo. was sentenced to three months in prison last month for using illegally obtained postal equipment to backdate the applications for the Upward Bound program, a program that helps at-risk high school students prepare for college. Twenty other university, colleges and nonprofit agencies across the country had contracted with Helm to write their U.S. Department of Education grants. All lost money because she failed to submit the applications on time. The institutions now will have to wait and apply for the next cycle of grants four years from now." AP continues, "The missed deadline cost Western about $3.8 million for its Upward Bound program and two related programs. Officials say they will keep the programs afloat, at least through the spring and hope to find other sources of funding. The program serves about 70 high school students annually. Southwestern Michigan College officials say they can't afford to run the program without the grant. They lost at least $936,000 for its program that served about 50 students." AP adds, "Officials at both schools said they are upset the Education Department did not notify them that Helm was under investigation or that something was amiss. Several congressional officials have requested that the department reconsider its decision to deny the schools funding, but the department is holding firm. Education officials say the schools should be more careful not to place the fate of such programs in the hands of contractors without adequate supervision. As part of her sentence, Helm was ordered to stop preparing grant applications." 

Editorial Claims Granholm Would Be Making A Mistake
In Cutting Student Aid

The Detroit News <http://www.detnews.com/2003/editorial/0311/12/a13-322535.htm> (11/12, Sams-Smith) editorializes, "As Gov. Jennifer Granholm grapples with how to dig Michigan out of a $900 million hole so she can balance the budget, she needs to resist putting higher education on the chopping block again. But she probably won't. Although Granholm said in a published report in February that she values higher education, she also said 'there's fat in universities and colleges,' which suggests that more higher education cuts may be on the way. Unfortunately, minorities, those from less-affluent families and first-generation college students are the ones most likely to get burned." The News continues, "According to the College Board report, tuition at state-supported four-year colleges and universities actually rose more than 40 percent during the last 10 years; adjusted for inflation, it's 47 percent higher. In Michigan, students at Western Michigan University and Michigan Technological University had the highest tuition increases in the state, more than 12 percent, as a result of the last round of cuts. Granholm has expressed disappointment that public universities have increased tuition rates as much as they have. She says she would prefer that the state-supported institutions make priorities and become more efficient without hurting students. Because at some point, it's the students who will run out of money. We should all be concerned that more students, even those with full-time jobs, are using credit cards to help pay for everything from tuition to books to gas for their cars so they can get to class -- and ending up thousands of dollars in debt by the time they graduate." The News adds, "As Caperton notes, people with bachelor's degrees earn about 60 percent more than those with only a high school diploma. Over a lifetime, he says the gap in earnings between those with a high school diploma and a B.A. or higher exceeds $1 million. Now that's something Granholm must consider as she thinks about budgeting for the future. Lest we forget, much of the projected $900 million deficit is a result of weak state income tax and sales tax revenues. News flash: The more people earn, the more they have available to spend, and the more tax revenue there will be to fill the state's coffers. Which is another reason why cutting university funding is a bad idea -- especially for Detroiters." The News concludes, "It's not possible for the state to move forward if Detroit, the state's largest city, is left behind. Detroit may have General Motors Corp. and Compuware, but about half of the city's adults remain functionally illiterate. The last thing we need to do is add another stumbling block by putting college beyond Detroiters' reach. A strong Detroit will only add to Michigan's economic strength. Granholm has to find $900 million somewhere, but it would be counterproductive to penalize students by cutting higher education -- again."

Here is the link to today's news clips:

http://64.239.47.23/education/index.htm
