Today there are 7 news articles related to FSA and are attached below:

BUSH SIGNS BILL THAT RAISES
STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENT AMOUNT

President Bush signed into law Nov. 11 the Federal Employee Student Loan Assistance Act (S 926), which increases the amounts federal agencies may offer a qualified employee to assist in repaying a student loan.  The current repayment amounts for a federal employee are $6,000 per year and $40,000 total. The new legislation increases the annual amount to $10,000 and the aggregate amount to $60,000.  A recent Partnership for Public Service report, "From Paper Chase to Money Chase: Law School Debt Diverts Road to Public Service," reveals that the median indebtedness of law school graduates now exceeds $84,000, not including additional undergraduate debt.  "To provide taxpayers with the services they want in the most efficient way, the federal government needs to be able to attract the best and the brightest to federal service," said Sen. George Voinovich (R-Ohio).  Voinovich and Sen. Ted Stevens (R-Alaska) cosponsored the bill.

Dean Proposing $7.1 Billion Plan For Higher Education

The AP <http://www.stamfordadvocate.com/news/nationworld/ats-ap_top15nov13,0,3516236.story?coll=sns-newsnation-headlines> (11/13, Sneyd) reports, "Democratic presidential hopeful Howard Dean is offering a plan to provide college students with $10,000 a year in federal financial aid as part of his $7.1 billion higher education program. The mix of federal grants and loans would go to students who do not plan to attend a traditional college or university but are planning some kind of career training beyond high school, according to an outline of the program obtained by The Associated Press. Dean would finance his plan by repealing all of President Bush's tax cuts." The AP notes, "The former Vermont governor would guarantee that Americans would not have to pay more than 10 percent of their income toward loans after graduation. He would hold the debt obligation to 7 percent for students entering what he dubbed the 'Public Service Corps' -- professions such as nursing, teaching, social work, law enforcement, firefighting and emergency medical care. To qualify, students in eighth grade would have to commit to attending college and their families would be provided advance calculations of the federal aid that they could qualify for. All debts would be considered paid in full 10 years after graduation. ... As part of his plan, Dean also would quadruple the number of people serving in AmeriCorps to 250,000." 

NYTimes Says Tuition Increases Necessary
With Lack Of Government Support

The New York Times <http://www.nytimes.com/2003/11/13/opinion/13THU3.html> (11/13) editorializes, "The United States has moved entire generations into the middle class and beyond by subsidizing public colleges, putting higher education within the reach of many deserving low-income students. The public college system is in steep decline, however, because of decades of declining support from states that historically kept educational quality high and tuition low. The Times's Greg Winter reported recently that the federal government aggravated the problem by giving a disproportionately large share of federal aid to rich private colleges and tossing scraps to public colleges, which enroll about 80 percent of the nation's college students. The public colleges need fairness from the federal government -- and a financing structure that puts them back on a firm footing, while preserving access for the poor. But their problems would only be worsened by proposals circulating in Congress to withdraw federal aid from colleges that raise tuition rapidly or to punish states that cut funds for public higher education." And "too many poor and working-class students no longer go to college at all, so they are locked out of jobs where a college diploma has become the minimum requirement. State colleges must find a way to fulfill the mission they were created to perform. Since the government has taken to starving them, their best hope is to increase tuition for those who can afford to pay." 

State Treasurer Seeks To Promote Mississippi's Pre-Paid Plan

The Associated Press <http://www.sunherald.com/mld/sunherald/news/politics/7246259.htm> (11/12, Pettus) reports, "State Treasurer-elect Tate Reeves says he wants to more aggressively market Mississippi's college savings plans, particularly in rural areas. 'You must look and figure out from an advertising standpoint the most cost-efficient way to reach Mississippians,' Reeves, 29, said Wednesday during an interview with The Associated Press staff in Jackson. 'I want to play an active role personally as well as people within my office to make sure that people know about the program and know it exists.'" AP continues, "The state's first college savings program, Mississippi Prepaid Affordable College Tuition, was created in 1997. MPACT is a tax-exempt way to save money for college tuition and fees, locking in at today's rates. Beneficiaries of the plan must be 18 or younger when they enroll. A second plan, the Mississippi Affordable College Savings program, began in 2001. MACS also is tax-exempt and allows saving for a broader range of things - tuition, fees, room and board, supplies and graduate studies. People of any age can enroll." AP adds, "Because of slumping markets and rapidly rising tuition, some states have stopped enrollment in prepaid college savings plans. Reeves said Mississippi needs to keep its programs going, even if the state at some point has to put tax dollars into the programs. So far, the only money used in the programs is paid by those who voluntarily sign up." 

Iowa Public Colleges Get Tuition Increases

The Des Moines Register <http://desmoinesregister.com/news/stories/c4780927/22748912.html> (11/13, Krantz) reports, "The Iowa Board of Regents on Wednesday passed tuition increases that both students and the state universities' administrators were willing to accept. Also, a proposal by a state lawmaker to set tuition for four-year periods was given a cold reception by student leaders attending the regents meeting at the University of Northern Iowa. The board approved an average tuition and fee increase of 8.5 percent for in-state undergraduates and 5.7 percent for out-of-state students. It is much lower than the increases of recent years." 

Sara Lawrence Will No Longer Require
Standardized Tests For Admission

The New York Times <http://www.nytimes.com/2003/11/13/education/13COLL.html> (11/13, Gross) reports, "Sarah Lawrence College is joining a growing list of schools that no longer require standardized test scores for admission, citing concerns about a writing test that is being added to the SAT. In announcing that all standardized admission tests would be optional, beginning with the high school graduating class of 2005, Sarah Lawrence said the SAT writing test, while well-intentioned, would 'not be helpful' in assessing applicants for 'a writing-based curriculum such as ours.' In addition to criticizing the writing test, which will be offered for the first time to the high school graduating class of 2006, the dean of admissions at Sarah Lawrence, Thyra Briggs, said the college wanted to take a stand against an 'unhealthy obsession' with test results." Meanwhile, "hundreds of colleges and universities have made the tests optional or limited their use. But Sarah Lawrence is the first to attribute its decision, in large measure, to the format of the new exam, according to a spokeswoman for the College Board, which administers the tests." 

Sarah Lawrence Will No Longer Require SAT

The Chronicle OF Higher Education <http://chronicle.com/prm/daily/2003/11/2003111304n.htm> (11/13, Hoover) reports, "Sarah Lawrence College announced on Tuesday that it would no longer require applicants to submit standardized-test scores. Officials at the New York college said the decision had been based in part on changes to the SAT, specifically the new writing section of the test, that will be introduced in 2005. Thyra Briggs, the college's dean of admission, said the new policy mirrored the college's priorities. 'While the changes to the SAT are well intentioned, we feel that it is important at this time for our admission policy to reflect our belief that standardized testing is not effective in evaluating a student's ability to succeed in a writing-based curriculum such as ours,' she said in a written statement." The CHE adds, "Most courses at the liberal-arts college require students to write papers and complete long-term projects. The college asks applicants to submit multiple essays in their applications as well as a graded writing sample. The new policy will take effect next fall."

Here is the link to today's news clips:

http://64.239.47.23/education/index.htm
