Today there are 5 news articles attached below.
Apportioning Of Federal Financial Aid Lamented

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch <http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/News/Editorial+%2F+Commentary/9F2CB06CBF733C3D86256DEF00090003?OpenDocument&Headline=HIGHER+EDUCATION%3A+Dreams+deferred> (12/1) editorializes, "It's bad enough that the federal government is awarding the lion's share of college scholarship money based on criteria other than financial need. Worse still, much of that aid is going to the nation's wealthiest and most expensive private universities, where poor students make up a much smaller part of the student body. For example, for every $1 that a student at Princeton University got in Pell grant money during the 2000-2001 school year, the university got an additional $1.42 in other types of federal aid to help pay for tuition, books, housing and meals, according to an analysis by The New York Times. It found that struggling colleges got much less extra federal assistance beyond Pell grants than many rich schools, even though the struggling schools serve more needy students than rich colleges with large endowments." Meanwhile, "Bucking this trend, the Scholarship Foundation of St. Louis is redoubling its efforts to help needy city high school students go to college. Executive Director Faith Sandler says some bright students who could go to college aim low not only because money is tight, but also because their families and communities don't nurture their dreams of a college education." So "for the fortunate few, the Scholarship Foundation is bringing the dream of college back within reach." 

CUNY Students Worry About Another Tuition Hike

The New York Post <http://www.nypost.com/news/regionalnews/12341.htm> (12/2, Campanile) reports, "City University students charged yesterday they're being set up for another tuition hike - the second increase in two years. The worries come even while the CUNY trustees last night approved a spending proposal that does not boost tuition. But cash-strapped Albany - which provides the lion's share of the university's funding - has the final say." The Post continues, "Last year, CUNY students were hit with an $800 tuition hike after Gov. Pataki and state lawmakers agreed on a budget. And that 25 percent jump in tuition came after the CUNY trustees recommended no tuition increase. But CUNY students hit the alarm bells after State University of New York officials last week proposed an unspecified tuition increase at SUNY campuses. But education insiders said there's a big difference next year: All 211 lawmakers are up for re-election. 'Legislators will be wary of socking it to students two years in a row,' said one education official."

Committee Approves Spending Bill That Will Give Ed. Dept. $2.9 Billion Increase

Education Daily (12/2, Cardman) reports, "Congressional negotiators last week reached a deal on a fiscal 2004 spending bill that would give the Education Department $56 billion, an increase of $2.9 billion over last year and President Bush's request. The agreement is part of a omnibus funding bill, H.R. 2673, which was approved by a conference committee Wednesday, but has yet to be ratified by the rest of Congress." Ed Daily continues, "The House is expected to meet Dec. 8 to endorse the massive, $820 billion spending package. The Senate plans to meet the following day, but prospects of the bill's approval are less certain in that narrowly divided chamber. Included in the measure is an additional $723 million for Title I, which would bring funding to a total of $12.4 billion. The House, which had favored allocating more Title I money through targeted grants, and the Senate, which had favored providing more money through education finance incentive grants, decided to split the difference, and provide each with $2 billion. Special education grants to states would get a $1.3 billion boost, for a total of $10.1 billion." 

USDOE Receives Clean Audit

Education Daily (12/2, Cardman) reports, "The Education Department yesterday said it has received its second clean audit in a row. Education Secretary Rod Paige said the clean bill of health from independent accounting firm Ernst & Young is evidence that his effort to get the agency's fiscal house in order has been a success. Receiving a clean audit is a major milestone in 'our efforts to foster a culture of accountability not just in our nation's schools through the No Child Left Behind Act, but also in our own house,' he said. 'We have made great strides in improving financial operations here ... and this audit proves that we can lead by example.'" -Michael Cardman 

PA: How To Fund The Rising Costs Of Education Is Debated

The Reporter <http://www.thereporteronline.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=10593889&BRD=2275&PAG=461&dept_id=466404&rfi=6> (12/1, Rocco) reports, "As the state legislature makes a push to pass an education funding bill before the end of the year‚ one issue besides how much local districts will receive is whether a referendum limiting the amount of a tax hike will remain attached. A referendum has been proposed in both Senate and House bills and would prohibit a tax increase above a certain index mark unless approved by voters. 'In general‚ my feeling is it does not address the real issue‚ which is the increased cost of education‚' said Stan Wisler‚ director of business affairs for the Souderton Area School District. 'The only thing it does address is the increase in property taxes and makes it more difficult to do what we've been doing.' Wisler said with new requirements from the state and federal mandates under No Child Left Behind‚ education costs will rise and the district will have to pay for them. Without the ability to raise taxes to fund those mandates‚ the district may have to cut programs or get into the business of marketing the budget to the community‚ Wisler said." The Reporter adds, "Mike Frist‚ director of business administration for North Penn School District‚ said until a firm bill comes out of either body‚ it is tough to comment on the referendum. Rep. Bob Godshall‚ R-Hatfield‚ said the bill including the referendum
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