Today there are 4 news articles attached below.
SUNY Students May Face More Tuition Increases

The New York Post (12/3, Campanile) reports, "State University students - socked with a $950 tuition hike this year - could face another increase next year under a new tuition policy approved by the SUNY board yesterday. The policy, which requires approval from Gov. Pataki and the Legislature, calls for 'modest, predictable' increases instead of huge increases in some years. In other words, tuition could go up without input from elected lawmakers." The Post adds, "Earlier this year, City University Chancellor Matthew Goldstein proposed that tuition at Big Apple campuses be tied to a cost-of-living index and increases in state aid. Now that the heads of both public universities are on record supporting automatic annual increases, it makes it easier for Pataki to include the proposal." 
The New York Daily News (12/3, Mahoney) reports, "State University trustees approved a plan yesterday that would tie tuition increases to inflation. Backers of the resolution said modest increases, possibly linked to the consumer price index, would avoid large tuition hikes like the $950 students and their parents saw this year. That was the first tuition increase since 1995. But students, who now pay $4,350 per year, said regular increases will hurt poor families." The Daily News continues, "Although the trustees stopped short of imposing an immediate tuition hike, the board by a 13-to-2 vote agreed that the system needs 'predictable' increases to keep pace with rising expenses. Any tuition hike recommendation that results from the policy still will have to be approved by the Legislature." 

Rising Costs Of Tuition Prompt Many Students To Stay In Wisconsin

 The Associated Press (12/2, Hodnett) reports, "For 18-year-old Chris Kaufert, choosing a college wasn't only about which one had the best computer science program or which was closest to his hometown. Kaufert is among a growing number of students who say they are attending in-state public schools because tuition at state schools is typically lower than at private schools. About 32 percent of high school students in the state enroll at UW schools immediately after graduating from high school, said Frank Goldberg, associate vice president for policy analyst and research for the UW System." AP continues, "More than 80 percent of all undergraduates attending UW schools are from Wisconsin, Goldberg said. Those numbers have remained constant over the last few years, he said. Both public and private colleges nationwide have experienced a 38 percent increase in costs over the past 10 years, according to the College Entrance Examination Board. As enrollment at schools throughout the UW System continues to rise, campuses face the dilemma of having fewer resources but having to accommodate more students." AP adds, "The 2003-05 state budget calls for a $250 million cut to the UW System but allows for up to a $250 per semester hike over two years at UW-Green Bay and most other campuses in the system. UW System leaders are also trying to find ways to fund $23.6 million in financial-aid increases for 2003-05." 

Congress Set To Reform Higher Education Act

 Education Week(12/3, Cavanagh) reports, "Leveling charges of inflated tuition prices and slipshod performance at colleges, federal lawmakers have vowed to bring reforms to the nation's postsecondary campuses that would likely touch thousands of high school students and aspiring classroom teachers. The potential changes are coming as part of Congress' reauthorization of the Higher Education Act, the main law governing the flow of billions of dollars of federal aid to higher education institutions. Federal lawmakers' work to revise the law will continue into next year, the second of the current two- year session of Congress." Ed Week adds, "So far, the first such review of the higher education law in six years has produced several bills aimed at reining in college costs and making those institutions more accessible. It has also wrought acrimony, as Republicans and Democrats have offered contrasting views of what is causing tuition increases and of how to ease the financial burden on families. Yet the latest reauthorization also has reflected the urgent needs of another constituency: K-12 education. The demands of the No Child Left Behind Act, with its fast-approaching mandate for schools to have in place 'highly qualified' teachers, have provided momentum for several bills in Congress." 

Tentative Deal Made On Fiscal 2004 DOE Budget

 Education Week (12/3, Cavanagh) reports, "Congressional lawmakers struck a tentative deal last week on the fiscal 2004 Department of Education budget that would raise spending above the amounts recommended by President Bush. But the agreement failed to mute critics, who say the plan shortchanges schools and college-bound students. Under the spending plan, funding for Education Department discretionary programs would increase from $53.1 billion in fiscal 2003 to $56 billion in fiscal 2004, a 5.5 percent increase." Ed Week adds, "The spending blueprint for education is bundled into an omnibus appropriations bill that calls for $328.1 billion in discretionary spending for 11 federal departments and several other agencies for fiscal 2004, which began Oct. 1. The omnibus plan needs the approval of the full House of Representatives and Senate, though it was unclear last week when that might occur. Several major federal school initiatives would receive increased funding through the proposal hammered out last week by a conference committee of lawmakers from both chambers. The budget for the Title I compensatory education program would rise by about 6 percent, to $12.4 billion in 2004. Money for special education grants would jump by 13 percent, to $10.1 billion." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles:

http://64.239.47.23/education/index.htm
