Today there are 3 news articles attached below.

Senate Blocks DOE Changes To Pell Grant Eligibility Formula

 The Daily Pennsylvanian (12/3, Solomon) reports, "College students could have lost $270 million in financial aid had Senator Jon Corzine (D-N.J.) and others not acted to halt a Department of Education change in the formula used to calculate federal grants. Last May, the Department of Education updated the 'tables used in the federal need analysis for student financial aid,' according to a letter from U.S. Secretary of Education Rod Paige. The result would change the tables in such a way that could be detrimental to certain students across the country -- potentially eliminating approximately 84,000 students from Pell Grant eligibility. Corzine blocked the DOE change in the fall in an amendment to another bill, according to a September press release from his office." The Pennsylvanian continues, "The Senate will soon consider making this change permanent as part of a larger federal appropriations bill in the upcoming weeks, said a Penn administrator close to the issue, who did not want his name published. The problem that Corzine faced was that the re-evaluation of the data tables would either cause certain students to be eligible for less Pell Grant money or, if they were not receiving much in the first place, be eliminated from eligibility altogether. Corzine contends that the result would be the loss of more than $270 million in financial aid if these updates were allowed to be implemented. He called the Senate measure 'a victory for college students across the country.'" The Pennsylvanian adds, "Proponents of the proposed DOE change argue that the update is long overdue and is not an attempt to cut the budget. Paige claimed that student financial aid is one of his greatest concerns. In a letter to Congressman Ric Keller (R-Fla.), he wrote that 'President Bush and I have made funding Pell Grants one of the administration's highest priorities.'" 

U Mass Takes Steps To Curb Alcohol Abuse
The Daily Hampshire Gazette  (12/3, Wilson) reports, "A lecture and training conference will be among the first steps toward developing a comprehensive plan to reduce alcohol abuse at the University of Massachusetts. It is the start. I think it will re-emphasize how important we recognize this issue is, said Michael Gargano, vice chancellor for student affairs and campus life. Gargano said he is acting on many of the recommendations of the chancellor's task force on the prevention of alcohol abuse, which was completed this fall. 'I think the report is significant, not a report that will sit on my desk and collect dust,' he said." The Gazette continues, "The task force recommended that UMass develop a comprehensive plan to 'alter the alcohol culture' at the state's flagship university. Other suggestions were to increase dormitory security staff, cluster dormitories for first-year students and declare those residences alcohol-free, evaluate alcohol marketing on campus and in the community, and analyze student perceptions about alcohol use. The move by the administration has been prompted by a series of on- and off-campus incidents involving students drinking, including last spring's 'Hobart Hoedown' that resulted in arson and more than 40 arrests and several riots this fall after Boston Red Sox playoff games." 



Jesse Jackson Expected To Join Board Of Morris Brown 
The Atlanta Journal Constitution (12/4, Suggs) reports, "Calling it a 'moral imperative,' the Rev. Jesse Jackson is expected to accept an invitation from Morris Brown College to join the struggling school's board of trustees. Aaron Watson, a member of the college's three-member Transition Management Team, confirmed that an invitation will be delivered to Jackson this weekend during a board retreat." The AJC continues, "Jackson, who has run for president and negotiated to free hostages, has his work cut out for him. Morris Brown is struggling to survive after losing its accreditation last year. The Southern Association of Colleges and Schools yanked Morris Brown's accreditation last year amid revelations of debt, mismanagement in the financial aid office and leadership turmoil. At the time, the school was more than $27 million in debt and had an endowment of about $5 million, which college officials had been dipping into to pay bills. By comparison, Spelman College has an endowment of more than $215 million." The AJC adds, "The loss of accreditation resulted in Morris Brown's federal and state aid drying up and enrollment plunging. The school has been operating on private donations and funds from the African Methodist Episcopal Church, which founded Morris Brown in 1881. Watson said, 'The school is stabilized at the moment,' but there are currently only 73 students and 17 full-time faculty on campus this fall." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles:

http://64.239.47.23/education/index.htm

